NYPL  RESEARCH  LIBRARIES 


3  3433  08239707  0 


Co^ri'- 


\ 


Digitized  by  tine  Internet  Arcliive 

in  2008  witli  funding  from 

IVIicrosoft  Corporation 


Iittp://www.arcliive.org/details/biograpliicalmemo00corr3 


\    mt^: 


BIOGRAPHICAL  MEMOIRS 

OF  THE 

ILLUSTRIOUS 

(Beneral  George  2Bas|)ington, 

LATE  PRESIDENT  OF    THE  UNIT  ED    STATES     OF 
AMERICA, 

■  AND 

Commander  in  Chief  of  their  Armies^  during   the. 

Revolutionary  War.    -    -=-'<"■  v^^  - 


Dedicated  to  the  Youth  of  America. 


^ 


FOR  r.  COOKE     &     CO.    BOOK-SELLERS,  N.   HAVEK* 

iSlO. 


THENEW  1^'^ 

PUBLIC  LIBR/^^V 

A8TOH,  LENOX   A  NO 
TrtDEN  FOUNDATIONS. 

18§9. 


e^)ee)©e©cee©e)ee€/eee©ee©e©e€€)6cee@ 

EIOGRAl^HICAL  MEMOIRS 

OF 

General  c5eorgc  22IaQ)in5tDn. 


IN  the  hi  ft  ory  of  Man,  we  contemplate 
-with  particular  iktisfaaion,  thofe  legiflators, 
heroes,  and  philofophers,  whofe  vifdom,  va- 
lour, and  virtue  have  contributed  to  the  happi- 
ncfs  of  the  human  fpecies.  We  trace  the  lumin- 
ous  progress  of  thofe  excellent  beings  v;ith  fecret 
complacency  ;  cur  emulation  Is  roufed,  while 
we  behold  them  fteadily  purfue  the  path  of  rec- 
liuidc,  in  defiance  of  every  obitiuclion  ;  we  re- 
ioice  that  we  were  of  the  fame  fpecies,  and  thus. 
Self-love  becomes  the  hand-maid  of  Virtue. 

The  authentic  pages  of  Biography  unite  the 
moft  grateful  am.ufement  with  inftruaion.— 
Truthlfupports  the  dignity  of  the  Kiftoric  Mufe 
who  will  not  admit  of  either  fulfomc  panegyric, 
or  invidious  cenfure.  She  defcribes  her  hero 
with  genuine  fimplicity — mentions  his  frailties, 
his  chnracleridic  peculiarities,  and  his  Ihmm^ 
qualities.  In  iliort,  fhe  gives  a  faithful  and: 
hvely  nortraitof  the  manjinveftigatesihelaten!: 
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motives  of  his  a(5lIons,  and  celebrates  thofe  vir- 
tues which  have  raifed  him  to  an  enviable  pre- 
eminence above  his  cotemporaries. 

We  lympathlze  in  the  fufFerings,  and  parti- 
cipate the  triumphs  of  thofe  illuftrious  men  who 
lUnd 

*'  Majeftic  'mid  the  monuments  of  Time  ;" 
and  the  approbation  of  excellence  in  others,  na- 
turally leads  the  mind  toimitate  the  objeft  of  its 
adoration. 

Among  thofe  patriots  who  have  a  claim  to 
€ur  veneration,  George  Wafhington  appears  in 
a  confpicuous  place  In  the firft rank*  The  anceft- 
ors  of  this  extraordinary  man,  in  the  year  1657, 
emigrated  from  England  to  America,  and  fettled 
in  the  colony  of  Virginia  ;  here,  by  unremiting 
induftry  they  became  opulent  and  refpedable, 
and  gave  their  name  to  the  parifli  of  Wafhing- 
ton, in  Weftmor eland  county. — George  Wafh- 
ington, the  hero  of  the  following  hiftory,  was 
the  fruit  of  a  fecond  marriage,  and  was  born  in 
the  fettlement  of  Chotank,  In  the  above-mention- 
ed county,  on  the  11th  of  Febuary,(O.S.)  1732. 

The  e^tenfive  fettlement  of  Chotank  was  ori- 
ginally purchafed  by  the  Wafhington  family  ; 
the  extreme  fertility  of  the  foil  induced  thofe  fet« 
tiers  to  cultivate  tobacco  in  feveral  plantations ; 
for  this  purpofe  they  purchafed  a  number  of  ne- 
gro flares,  and,  confequently   population  was 
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rapidly  increafed.  At  the  time  our  hero  was 
bom,  all  the  planters  throughout  this  extenfive 
fettlenient  were  his  relations — hence,  his  youth- 
ful years  glided  away  in  all  the  pleafing  gaiety 
of  foclal  friendfhip.  He  received  a  private  ed- 
ucation, and  was  initiated  in  the  elements  of 
Religion,  Morality,  and  Science  by  a  private 
tutor  ;  and,  from  the  tenor  of  his  acT:ions  it  is 
manifeft,  that  uncommon  pains  were  taken  to 
cheiifh  the  beft  propenfities  of  human  nature  in 
his  heart  : 

In  the  1 0th  year  of  his  age,  he  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lofe  an  excellent  father,  who  died  in  1742, 
amd  the  patrimonial  eflate  devolved  to  an  elder 
brother. — This  young  gentleman  had  been  an 
officer,  in  the  Colonial  troops  fent  in  the  expedi- 
tion againft  Carthagena.  On  his  return  he  call- 
ed the  family  manfion  Mount  Vernon,  in  honour 
of  the  Britiili  Admiral,  and  deftined  liis  brother 
George  to  ferve  in  the  navy. 

Accordingly,  in  his  15th  year,  cur  hero  was 
entered  as  a  midlliipman,  on  board  a  Britifh  fri- 
gate, ftaticned  en  thecoaft  of  Virginia.  He  pre- 
pared to  embark,  with  all  the  alacrity  of  youth; 
but  his  nautical  career  was  ftopped  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  maternal  love.  Ever  obedient  to 
an  afFedlionate  mother,  young  Wafhington  relin- 
quiflied  his  defire  of  going  to  fea  ;  the  energies 
of  his  mind  were  to  be  exerted  on  a  mere  ftabi* 
element. 
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As  his  patilmonial  cftate  was  by  no  means 
confiderable,  his  youth  Was  employed  in  ufeful 
induflry  ;  and  in  the  praftice  of  his  profeffionas 
a  furveyor,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  acquiring- 
that  information  refpe<5ling  vacant  lands,  and  of 
forming  thofe  opinions  concerning  their  future 
v^lue,  which,  afterwards,  greatly  contributed  to 
the  increafeofhis  private  fortune. 

The  firft  proof  that  he  gave  of  his  propenfity 
to  arms  wasin  the  year  1751,  when  the  ofEce 
of  Adjutant-General  of  the  Virginia  militia  be- 
came vacant  by  the  death  of  his  brother,  and 
Mount  Vernon,  together  with  a  large  eftate, 
came  into  his  pofleffion.  At  this  time,  the  ex- 
tenfive  population  of  the  colony  made  it  expedi- 
ent to  form  the  militia  corps  into  three  divifions, 
and  Wafhinton,  in  his  20th  yeai,  v;as  appoint- 
ed Major.  He  attended  to  his  duty,  as  an  offi- 
cer, with  exemplary  propriety  and  vigilance- 
was  indefatigable  in  the  dicipliiie  of  the  troop:i 
■ — and  generally  beloved,  both  by  his  brother 
officers  and  the  private  jnen,  for  his  mildnefs 
and  generofuy. 

In  the  year  1753,  the  incroachments  of  the 
French  upon  the  weflern  boundaries  of  the  Brit- 
ifh  Colonies  excited  a  general  alarm  in  Virgin- 
ia, infomuch  that  Govenor  Dinwiddi  deputed 
Waftiington  to  afceitain  the  truth  of  thofe  lu- 
HiDurs  I  he  was  alfo  einpowcred  to  enter  into  ?^ 


(  ^  ) 

treaty  with  the  Indians,  ar.d  remonftnate  wldi 
the  French  upon  their  proceedings.  On  his  ar. 
rival  at  the  back  fetilements,  he  found  the  Colo- 
nifts  in  a  very  unpkafant  fituation,  from  the  de- 
predations  of  the  Indians,  ^vho  were  incceil"^ 
antly  inRigatedby  the  French  to  the  commiffion 
of  new  aggreffions.  He  found  that  the  Fiench 
themfelves  had  aUo  conimitted  fever al  outrages 
againa  the  defencelefs  fattlers  ^  nay,  that  tiiey 
had  proceeded  fofar  as  to  eilabhrn  pofts  vithm 
the  boundariesof  Virginia.  Wafhlngton  ftrongly 
remonftratediagainft  thofe  ads  of  hoftllity,  and 
warned  the'  French  to  defift  from  the  incurlicns. 
On  his  return,  his  report  to  the  Go venor  was 
pubHfted,  and  it  evinced  that  he  perfoinied  this 
honourable  miffion  with  great  prudence. 

The  repeated  inroads  of  the  French  and  In- 
dians  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia,  made  it  ne^ 
celTary  to  encreafe  the  military  eftablilliment ; 
and  earlv  in  the  fpilng  of  IT^t,  a  nevv  regiment 
was  ralfed,  of  which  ProfeiTcr  Fry,  of  the  college 
was  appointed  Col.  andWaihington  lientenant;. 
colonel.  Mr.  Fry  died  foon  after  the  regiment 
was  embodied,  and  was  fucceeded  by  our  hero, 
who  paid  unremiuliig  attention  to  the  Qifclpime 
of  tl^.is  new  corps.  He  eilabliilied  magazines  of 
provifion  and  ammunition,  and  opened  the  roads 
to  the  frontiers  in  order  to  pre-occupy  an  impoi- 
tanupoft  at  the  conflae:uce  of  the  MonongaheU 
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and  Alleghany  rivers.     His  regiment  was   to 
have  been  reinforced  by  a  detachment  frdm  the 
fouthern  colonies,  and  a  corps  of  provincials  from 
North  Carolina  and  Maryland ;  but  impelled  by 
the  urgency  of  the  occafion,  he  advanced  without 
the  expeded  fuccours  in  the  month  of  May.  The 
troops  proceeded  by  forced  marches  towards  the 
defile,  and  their  commander   difpatched  two 
fcouts  to  reconnoitre  ;  but   though  his   rapid 
march  was  facilitated  by  the  fine  weather,  yet, 
when  he  afcended  the  Laurll  Hills,  fifty  miles 
diftant  from  the  place  of  deftinatiort,  he  was  met 
by  his  fcouts  who  returned   with  intelligence, 
that  the  enemy  were  in  poffefllon  of  the  poft,  had 
built  a  fort,  and  ftatloned  a  large  garrlfon  there. 
Wiifiiington  now  held   a  council  of  war  with 
the  other  officers,  but  while  they  were  delibera- 
ting a  detachment  of  the  French  came  in  fight, 
and  obliged  them  to  retreat  to  a  favanna  called 
the  Green  Meadows. 

The  fortitude  of  Wafhington  was  put  to  a  fe- 
vere  teft  on  this  occafion,  he  retired  with  the 
troops  to  an  eminence  In  the  favanna,  and  about 
noon  began  to  erefl  a  fmaU  fortification.  He 
called  his  temporal  y  defencc^ort  Neceffity,  and 
encouraged  the  regiment  bith  by  his  voice  and 
example,  to  raife  a  redoubt  on  which  they  plant- 
ed two  field  pieces.  They  furrounded  the  camp 
with  an  entrenchment  in  which  they  toiled  jvith 
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nnreTnitting  exertions  during  the  fubfequent 
night.  Thus  fortified,  they  prepared  to  refift 
the  meditated  attack  of  the  enemy  ;  and  about 
funrife,  on  the  following  morning,  were  joined 
by  Capt.  M'  Kay,  with  a  company  of  regulars. 
The  little  army  now  amounted  to  about  400 
men.  On  the  approach  of  the  advanced  guard 
cf  the  French,  the  Americans  falhed  foith,  at- 
tacked and  defeated  them  ;  but  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy,  amounting  to  1500  men,  com- 
pelled them  to  retire  to  the  intrenchments.— - 
The  camp  was  now  clofely  invefted,  and  the 
Americans  fuffered  feverely  from  the  grape  ihot 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  Indian  riflemen.  Wafh- 
ington  however,  defended  the  works  with  fuch 
fkill  and  bravery,  that  the  befiegers  were  una- 
ble to  force  the  intrenchments.  At  length  af- 
ter a  conflia:  often  hours,  in  which  150  of  the 
Americans  were  killed  and  wounded,  they  were 
obliged  to  capitulate.  They  were  permitted  to 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and  lay 
down  their  arms  in  front  of  the  French  lines  ; 
hut  they  were  afterwards  plundered  by  the  hof- 
tile  Indians,  during  their  return  to  Virginia. 

This  defeat  excited  a  ftrong  emotion  of  for- 
row  in  the  breads  of  their  countrymen  ;  and 
tho'  fcveral  perfons  cenfured  the  precipitance 
of  Wafhington  in  this  affair,  yet  the  general 
convi^^ion  cf  his  integrity  prevented  thofe  mwr- 
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tJlurs  from  doing-  him  any  iujury.  Indeed  his 
conduft  was  liable  to  cenfure  ;  he  ought  to  have 
waited  tor  the  neceiTary  reinforcements,  a  junc- 
tion with  whom  would  probably  have  crowned  his 
enterpri/.e  v/ith  fuccefs.  His  inexperience  and 
the  active  ardor  of  a  youthful  mind,  may  afford 
ibme  palliation  of  his  imprudence  ;  but  his 
rafhnefs  in  this  inftance  was  fo  different  frota 
his  fubfequent  prudence,  that  probably  this  in- 
^afpicious  commencement  of  his  military  ca- 
reer, was  the  ori^j^in  of  the'circumfped^ion  and 
rieilance  vthich  afterwards  marked  his  conduft 
;:i  a  fuccefsful  defenfive  war. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  enquire  Into  the  caufe 
-fthefe  unprovoked  hoftilittes  of  the  French 
jifainft  the  Britifh  colonies.  As  Fiance,  for 
nianv  centuries  had  been  the  profefTed  rivial  of 
Eagland,  flie  beheld  the  rapid  profperity  of 
•beie  c  ^t  )nie3,  and  the  confequent  aggrandize- 
ment 01  the  mother  country,  with  envious  ap- 
prehenfion.  The  French  government  had  made 
fettlements  in  North  America,  and  divided  this 
vaHi  continent  into  two  provinces  ;  the  northern 
was  cdied  Gauada,  and  the  fouthern  Louifiana.- 
But  as  the  principal  part  of  this  territory  was, 
comp^xatively,   barren  and   uncultivated,    thef 

French  formed  the  ambitioas  projed  of  obtain- 
ing poffeffion  of  tl^e  Britifh  fettlements  by  force. 

For   this  purpole  tliey  ereded  a   chain  of  forts 
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-which  extended  throughout  an  immenfe  tracl 
ofcosntry.  Thefe  fortifications  v/erg  g-arrifon- 
cd  by  troops,  well  fuppHed  by  military  (lores  5 
but  the  circamjicent  regions  were  totally  unin- 
habited, except  by  hunting  parties  of  the  wan- 
derin?  Indians. 

o 

The  French  eniyaged  thefe  favages  in  their 
intereft,  by  fupplying  them  with  arms  and  am- 
munition in  exchange  for  rich  furs.  Thus  they 
obtained  the  alliance  of  a  formidable  and  enter- 
prizmg  race,  who  naturally  hated  the  Eritiih 
eolonif^s,  whom  they  confidered  as  the  oricrlna! 
invaders  of  their  country. 

In  the  fammer  of  1 754,  the  French  having 
built  feveral  f^rts  within  the  boundaiiesof  the 
Britifh  fettlements,  an  army  of  veterans  was 
feat  from  France  to  fupport  thofe  unjuftifiable 
encroachments.  We  have  already  mentioned 
their  victory  over  the  troops  commanded  by 
Wafhington^  and  that  they  had  erected  a  fort 
at  an  advantageous  poft,  whicli  it  had  been  his 
determination  to  fecure.  They  named  this  fo:- 
trefs  Du  Quefne,  in  which  they  ftationed  a 
ftrong  garrifon  well  provided  with  military 
ftores.  Thofe  hoftiie  m»eafures  on  the  part  of 
France,  excited  the  indignation  of  the  Englifh 
Government,  and  orders  were  iiTued  to  make 
general  reprifals  in  Europe  and  America. 

In  the  year  1755,  General  Braddock  wasfent 
B 
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60  America,  at   the  head  of  two  veteran  regr- 
mentsfrom  Ireland,  to  reduce  the  forts  on  the 
Ohio.     On  his  arrival,  he  was  joined  by  the  in- 
dependent  and  provincial  corps  of  America  t 
but  when  the  army  was  ready  to  march  agamlt 
the  enemy,  the  want  of  waggons  for  the  convey- 
ance  of  ftores,  had  almolt   proved    an    mlur- 
countable  obftacle  to  the  expedition.     In  this 
emero-ency   a  patriotic  American  ftepped  tor- 
ward'^and  removed  die  diihcuUy  ;  this  was  the 
celebrated    Benjamin  Franklin,  whofe  extraoi - 
dinary  talents  had  already    contributed  to  the 
diffufion  of  knowledge    and  happmefs,      Ihis 
bemVn   phllofopher    exerted   his  influence    lo 
effeaually  with  his  countrymen,  that  m  a  ihort 
lime  he  colle^ed  150  waggons,  which  proved 
an  ample  fupply  for  the  army.  , 

As  in  Gonfequence  of  a  military  regulation, 
»'no  officer  who  did  not  derive  his  comm.iihon 
from  the  King  could  command  one  who  did, 
Waflilngton  refigned ;  but  ttiongly  atiac.ed 
to  a  military  life,  and  emulous  to  defend  his 
country  with  diftlnguifhed  zeal,  he  voluntarily 
feived  under  Gen.  Braddockasanextra  aid-ae- 
camp.  That  General  marched agama  Fort  Du- 
Ouefne  ;  but  foon  after  he  croffed  the  river 
Monongahela,  the  van  divlfion  of  his  ™y;^-^ 
attacked  by  an  ambufcade  o^j'^ioh^ndlu- 
dians,  and  totally  defeated.     The  thicknefs  of 
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the  woods  prevented  both  the  European  and 
provincial  troops  from  being  able  to  defend 
themfelves  with  effe<2  ;  they  could  neither  keep 
their  ranks,  nor  charge  the  enemy  with  the 
bayonet,  while  the  Indians  who  were  expert  at 
bufh  fighting,  and  were  widely  fcattered,  fired 
at  them  in  all  dire^^ions  from  behind  the  trees 
where  they  were  concealed  from  their  foes,  and 
took  a  fatal  aim.  Wafnington  had  cautioned 
Gen.  Braddock  in  vain ;  his  ardent  defire  of 
conqueft  made  him  deaf  to  the  voice  of  pru- 
dence ;  he  faw  his  error  when  too  late,  and 
bravely  perilhed  in  his  endeavours  to  fave  the 
divifion  from  deftrudion.  The  gallant  but  un- 
fortunate general  had  four  horfes  (hot  from  un- 
der him^before  he  was  (lain,  and  almoft  every 
officer  wdiofe  duty  obliged  him  to  be  on  horfe- 
back,  was  either  killed  or  wounded  except 
Walhington.  Amid  the  carnage,  -the  prefence 
of  mind,  and  abiHties  of  our  hero,  were  confpi- 
cuous  ;  he  rallied  the  troops,  and,  at  the  head 
of  a  corps  of  grenadiers,  covered  the  rear  of  the 
divifion,  and  fecured  their  retreat  over  the  ford 
of  Monongahela. 

Anxious  for  the  prefervation  of  the  troops, 
and  unmindful  of  the  fatigues  he  had  under- 
gone, during  a  fultry  day.  In  which  he  had 
Scarcely  a  moment  of  refl,  he  haiiened  to  con- 
cert meafures  with  Colonel  Dunbar,  who  com- 
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manded  the   rear  divifion,   which  had  not  been 
engaged.      Neither  the  wildernefs  thro'  which 
he  was  obliged  topafs,  the  innumerable  dangers 
that    fourrounded    him  in  his  piogTcfs,  nor  his 
exhaufted  ftate   could  prevent  him  frcn;  t  urfu- 
ing  thelineofhisdiity.    He  travelled  during  the 
night  accompanied  by  two  guides,  and  reached 
the  Britifh  camp  in  fafety.     Thus  his  perfever^ 
ance  and  wifdom  faved  the  refidue  of  the  troops. 
Colonel    Dunbar  now  aiTumed  the  chief  com- 
mand J  and  with  confiderable  difficulty  eiFcaed 
a  retreat,  but  was  obliged  to  defiroyhis  baggage 
to  preve^it  it  from  falling    into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.     Wafhington  received  the  moft  flatter- 
ing tnarks  of  public    approbation  ;  but  his  bcft 
rew^ard  was    the    confcioufnefs  of  his  own  inte- 
grity- 
Soon  after  this  trarfa^ion,  therej>ulation  of 
rank,  which  had  juRly  been  confidered   as   a 
grievance  by  the  colonial  officers,  was  changed 
m  confequence  of  a  fpirited   remonflrance   of 
Walhington  ;  and  the  Governor  of  Virginia  re- 
waided  this  brave  officer  witli   the  command 
of  all  the  troops  of  that  colony.     The  natural 
energy  of  his  mind  was  nov/  called  into  action  ; 
and  his  thoughts  w^eie  continually  employed  in 
forming  new  plans   for  tke    protedion  of  the 
fiontiers. 

We  may  form  fome  idea  of  his  increafing 
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popularity,  and  theljigheftlmation  in  which  he 
was  held  by  his  countrymen,  from  the  follow- 
ing carious  predi<5tion.  It  was  publiflied  in  the 
notes  of  a  fermon  preached  by  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Davies,  on  the  i7ch  of  Auguft,  1755,  to  Capt- 
Overtones  indc  pc-\c='nt  company  of  Volunteers, 
raifed  in  Hanover  cc  nty,  Virginia.  "  As  a  re- 
markable inftanceof  pacrotifm,  I  may  point  out 
that  heroic  youth  Colonel  Wafningtcn,  whom  I 
cannot  but  hope  Providence  has  hitherto  pre- 
ferved  in  fo  fignal  a  m.anner,  for  fome  imjpcr- 
tant  far  vice  to  his  country.  *  What  renders  this 
prophecy  the  more  wci^hy  of  notice,  is  its  hav- 
ing been  delivered  twenty  years  prior  to  the 
commeiicement  of  the  war,  which  terminated  in 
American  Independence. 

In  the  year  1758,  Wafliington  commanded 
the  van  brigade  of  the  army  under  Gen.  Forbes, 
and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  the  crpture  of 
Fort  du  Quefne.  During  this  fuccefsful  cam- 
paign, he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  ta(ftics  Hii 
frequent  fkirmilhes  with  the  French  and  In- 
dians, in  the  woody  regions  along  the  fioniiers 
taught  him  vigilance  and  circumfpection,  and 
roufed  that  fpiiit  of  enteiprife,  which  is  ever 
ready  to  felze  the  crifis  that  leads  to  vidoiy. 
The  troops  under  his  command  were  gradually 
inured  in  that  moil  difncult  kind  of  warfare  cal- 
Ud  bufii-fighting,  while  the  a(ftiviiy  of  the 
B2 
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French  and  ferocity  of  the  Indians  were  ©ver- 
come  by  his  fuperior  valour.  After  the  ene- 
my had  been  defeated  in  feveral  battles,  and 
compelled  to  retreat  far  beyond  the  Colonial 
boundaries,  General  Forbes  left  a  fufiicient 
garrifon  in  the  difFerent  forts  which  he  had  cap- 
tured along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  returned 
with  the  army  into  winter  quarters. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  decifive  campaign, 
which  refxored  the  trnnquiiity  and  fecurity  of 
the  middle  colonies,  Walhington  had  fuffcred 
many  hardfhips  which  impaired  his  health.  He 
was  afflicted  with  an  inveterate  pulmonary 
complaint,  and  extremely  debilitated,  infomuch 
that  in  the  year  of  1759,  he  refigned  his  com- 
miffion  and  retired  to  Mount  Vernon.  The 
Virginia  line  expreiled  their  high  fenfe  of  his 
merit,  by  an  affedlonate  addrefs  on  this  occafi- 
on  ;  and  his  anfvver  wns  marked  with  that  rao- 
defty  and  magnanimity  v/aich  were  the  promi- 
nent traits  of  his  mird. 

By  a  due  attention  to  regimen,  in  the  quiet 
bowers  of  Mount  Vernon,  he  gradually  reco- 
vered from  his  indifpofitioa.  But,  as  during 
the  tedious  period  of  his  convalefcence  the 
Biitilh  arms  had  been  Vi(Sl:oripus,  his  country 
had  no  more  occafion  for  the  exertion  of  his 
military  talents.  In.  IIGI,  he  married  a  young 
wido^V;  whofe   maiden  iiame    was  Dandridge* 
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She  was  defcended  from  a  reputable  f.iinily  and 
two  of  her  brothers  v  f  re  ofHcers  in  the  BritiQi 
navy.  This  lady  was  the  vide  v.'  of  Colonel 
Cuftis,  ^ho  had  left  her  lole  executrix  to  his 
extenfive  poffcffions,  and  guardian  to  his  two 
children.  The  union  of  Wafhington  with  this 
accomplifhed  woman  was  productive  of  their 
mutual  felicity  ;  and  as  he  incelTantly  purfued 
agricultural  improvements,  his  tafte  embellifli- 
ed  and  enriched  the  fertile  helds  around  Mount 
Vernon.  Meanwhile  he  was  appointed  a  ma- 
giftrate*  a  member  of  the  aifembly  of  the  ft  ate 
and  a  judge  of  the  court,  Thefe  honourable 
avccations  kept  the  powers  of  his  mind  in  a 
ftate  of  ddiiviiy  ;  he  attended  to  his  civil  duties 
with  exemplary  propriety,  and  gave  a  convin- 
cing proof,  that  the  fmiplicity  of  the  Farmer  is 
homogeneal  with  the  dignified  views  of  the 
Senator. 

But  the  time  approached,  in  which  Wafhing- 
ton was  to  relinquilh  thofe  honourable  civil  a- 
vocations,  and  one  of  the  moll;  remarkable 
events  recorded  in  hiftory  obliged  him  to  act  a 
confpicuous  part  on  the  great  theatre  of  the 
world.  The  American  Revolution  origin;»ted 
in  the  errors  of  a  few  Britilh  politicians,  and 
the  joint  exertions  of  a  number  of  public  fpirlt- 
ed  men  among  the  Colcnifts,  who  incited  their 
€0untry-men  to  reful  parliamentary  taxation. 
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In  March   1764,  a  bill  pailed  in  the  Britifn 
Parliament,  laying  heavy  duties  on  all  articles 

imported  into  the  Colonies  licm  the  French  and 
other  iflands  in  the  Weft-indies,  and  ordering 
thefe  duties  to  be  paid  in  fpecie  into  the  Exche- 
quer of  Gieat  Britain.  In  the  fame  feflion,  a- 
nothcr  bill  was  formed,  to  reftrain  the  currency 
of  paper-money  in  the  Colonies. 

Thefe  ads  excited  the  iiirp-ife  and  difplea- 
fure  of  the  North  Americans.  They  fent  warm 
and  energetic  remonfliances  to  the  Mother^ 
country,  and  laid  every  argument  before  the 
Miniftry  that  ingenuity  could  fuggeft,  but  in 
vain.  As  they  had  hitherto  lurnifned  their 
contingent  in  men  and  money,  by  the  authority 
of  their  Repiefentatives  in  the  Coiorial  Affem- 
blies,  they  alferted,  that,  not  being  icprefented 
in  the  Britifli  Parliament,  it  could  have  no  right 
to  tax  them  — Findirg,  however,  th-at  all  their 
arguments  were  ineffccluHl  to  remove  their 
grievances,  they  foimcd  -alfociations  to  prevent 
the  ufe  of  Britilh  manura^uies,  uli  they  (hould 
obtain  redrefs. 

The  animofuy  of  the  CoIrniflK,  was  farther 
increafed,  by  ihc  advice  which  they  received, 
that  the  Biitilh  Miniiliy  hud  it  in  ccntempla- 
t)on  to  eflablilli  ilamp-duiiei,  in  AiT:e:[ca,  fimi- 
hrto  thofe  in  Great  Britain. 

'I'he  Gerenil   Ailemtly  cf  Viririnia  was  the 
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firft  that  openly  and  formally  declared  agamft 
the  right  of  Britain  to  lay  taxes  on  America. 
Of  this  AfTembly  Wafhington  was  a  member  ; 
he  moft  zealoully  oppofed  what  he  confidered 
an  encroachment  on  the  liberties  of  his  country- 
men :  and  the  exaniple  of  this  Icgiflative  body 
\.*as  followed  by  thofe  of  the  other  colonies. 

In  June,  1765,  the  AfTembly  ofMaflachu- 
fetts,  from  the  convidion  of  the  expediency  of 
a  Continental  Congrefs,  palTed  a  lefolution  in 
fovour  of  that  meafure,  and  fent  circular  let- 
ters to  the  feveral  Airemblles  requeftins:  their 
concurrence.  Accordingly,  a  deputation  from 
10  of  the  Colonies  m?f  at  New-York,  and  this 
was  the  lirft  Congrefs  held  in  North  America. 

In  coiif -queace  of  a  petition  from  this  Con- 
grefs to  the  King  and  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment,  the  ftamp  a61:  was  repealed,  to  the  uni- 
verfal  joy  of  the  Goloniils,  and  the  general  fa- 
tisfactlon  of  the  EngliOi.  whofe  manufadures 
had  fuiFered  a  confiderable  depreffion,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  American  alTociations  againft 
their  importation. 

But,  the  ParHan>ent,  by  repealing  this  obnox- 
ious ad,  did  not  rclipq-iirn  the  idea  :f  their 
right  to  tax  the  Colonies  ;  and  the  bill  for  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  tea,  paper,  painter's  colours,  and 
glafs,  was  pafild,  and  fent  to  America,  in  17G§. 
This  adl  occafioned  new  difcontems  in  the  CoU 
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onles,  efpecially  at  Bofton  ;  and  tho*  Parlia- 
ment thought  proper,  in  1770,  to  take  off  thofe 
idutles,  except  'Ad.  a  pound  on  tea,  yet  even  this 
trifling  impoft  kept  ahve  the  jealoufy  of  the 
Colonifts,  who  denied  the  fupremacy  of  the 
Britifii  Legiflature.  The  troops  quartered  in 
Bofton  was  another  caufe  of  offence  to  the  in- 
habitants, and,  on  all  occafions,  they  manifefted 
an  inclination  t©  quarrel  with  men  whom  they 
confidered  inimical  to  their  liberties. 

The  animofity  of  the  people  of  that  Colony, 
againft  their  Governor,  Hutchinfon,  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  difcovery  that  he  had  written 
letters  to  people  in  power  in  England,  which 
contained  a  mifreprefentation  of  the  ftate  of 
public  affairs,  and  recommended  coercive  mea- 
fures,  in  order  to  fecure  the  obedience  of  the 
province.  Thefe  letters  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  agent  of  the  province,  who  trans- 
mitted them  to  Bofton.  The  Affe^nbly  paffed 
a  petition  to  his  Majefty,  by  a  large  majority, 
in  which  they  declared  their  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-Governor  enemies  to  the  Colonies, 
and  prayed  for  their  difmiffion  from  office. 
This  petition  was  not  only  rejedled,  but  declared 
to  be  groundiefs  and  fcandalous. 

About  this  time,  Dr.  Franklin  was  difmiffed   ' 
from  the  office  of  Deputy  Poftmafte'r-General 
pf  America,  which  he  held  under  the  Crown. 
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But  it  was  not  merely  by  his  tranfmliHon  of  tlid 
letters  above  mentioned  that  he  had  offended 
the  Britifii  Miniftry  j  he  had  written  two  pieces 
in  favour  of  America,  which  excited  the  public 
attention  on  both  fides  cf  the  Atlantic.  The 
one  v/as  entitled,  "  An  Edict  from  the  iCing  of 
Pruffia   for    taxin^?    the   inhabitants   of  Greiit 

o 

Britain,  as  defcendants  of  emigrant^  from  his 
dominions  ;"  and  the  other,  "  Rules  for  redu- 
cing a  great  Empire  to  a  fmall  one."  Thefe 
effiys  were  both  written  with  his  peculiar  fini- 
plicity  of  ftyle,  and  abounded  with  the  molt 
poignant  fatire. 

The  difputes  between  Great  Britain  and  h.er 
Colonies  had  now  exifted  above  ten  years,  with 
inteivals  of  tranquility.  Tlie  refervation  of  the 
duty  on  tea,  the  ftationing  a  (landing  army  in 
Maffachufetts,  the  continuance  of  a  Board  of 
Commiflioners  in  Bofion,  and  the  appointing  the 
Governors  and  Judges  of  the  province,  inde- 
pendent of  the  people,  Vv-ere  the  caufes  of  that 
irritation  which  pervaded  all  ranks  of  the  com- 
munity. 

In  the  year  1773,  the  American  controvcrfy 
was  recommenced,  in  confequence  of  tea  being 
fent  to  the  Colonies  by  the  Eafl:  India  Company. 
The  Americans  now  perceived  that  the  ta  •  was 
likely  to  be  enforced,  and  were  determined  to 
oppofe  the  revenue  fyftcm  of  the  Britifh   Par- 


lianicnt.  ^  They  confidered  this  attempi  ofrlie 
Eaft  India  Company  as  an  indlrea  mode  of 
taxation,  and  took  meafures  to  prevent  the  land- 
ing of  the  teas.  One  univcrfal  fpii  it  of  oppoH- 
fion  animated  the  Colonifts  from  New  Hamp* 
ililreto  Georgia.  The  province  of  Maffachu- 
fetts  diftinguifhed  itfelf  by  the  moft  violent  and 
declfive  proceedings.  I'hree  (hips  from  Eng- 
land laden  with  tea,  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Bof- 
ton  ;  and  the  townsmen  refolved  to  deftroy  it 
rather  than  fuifer  it  to  be  landed.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  a  number  of  men  diiguifed  like  Indians  on 
the  1 8th  of  Dec.  1773,  entered  the  Ihips  and 
threw  overboard  342  chefts  of  tea,  being  the 
whole  of  their  cargoes. 

The  Minift:-y  now  refolved  to  enforce  their 
authority,  and  as  Bofton  had  been  the  principal 
fcene  of  outrage,  it  was  determined  to  punifti 
that  town  in  an  exemplary  manner.  On  the 
25thof  March  1774,  an  a^  was  pafTed  called 
the  Bofton  Port  Bill,  «  to  difcontinue  the  land- 
mg,  and  difcharging,  lading,  and  (hipping  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes  at  the  town  of 
Boftcn,  or  within  the  harbour.'* 

The  news  of  this  bill  was  received  by  the 
Boftonians  with  the  moft  extravagant  tokens  of 
refontment,  and  during  the  fcrm'ent  their  new 
governor,  Gen.  Cage,  arrived  from  England. 
This  gentleman  had  been  appointed  on  account 


of  his  being  an  cfEcer  of  reputation,  and  a  man 
Gfteejned  by  the  Americans,  among  whom  he 
had  refided  many  years.  The  firft  ofBcial  act 
of  his  government  was  the  removal  of  the  as- 
lembly  to  Salem,  a  iov;n  fe-venteen  miles  dift- 
ant. 

Virginia  again  took  the  lead  in  a  public  a- 
vowal  f  its  fentiments.  The  firfl  day  of  June 
had  been  appointed  for  the  Bofton  Port  A6t  to 
take  place,  and  on  iha-t  day  the  General  AfTem- 
bly  of  Virginia  enjoined  a  public  fupplicatlon 
to  heaven.  Theftiiccf  this  injunction  was  re- 
markable ;  tlie  people  were  dirccfled  "  to  be- 
fcech  the  Diety  to  give  them  one  heart  and  one 
mind,  firnjly  to  cppofe  every  invafion  of  the 
American  Rights."  The  afTcmbly  of  Virginia 
recommended  alfo  to  the  GolonIes,-to  appoint  a 
Congrefs  of  Delegates  to  deliberate  on  the  criti- 
cal date  of  their  aiFairs. 

Meanwhile  the  Boiconians  were  not  ina(frive. 
Th-jy  framed  an  agreement,  which  they  called 
a  folemn  League  and  Covenant,  by  which  the 
fubfcrlbers  engaged  in  the  rnoft  religious  man- 
ner, *•  to  difcontinue  all  commercial  interccurfe 
with  Great  Britain,  ;^.fteF  the  expiration  of  the 
month  of  Anguft,  till  the  late  obnoxious  ads 
v/ere  repealed,  and  the  colony  re-poffefTed  of 
its  charter."  Refolutions  of  a  fimilar  nature 
were  enteied  into  by  the  other  provinces  ;  and 
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u  hen  General  Gage  attempted  to  countera<?t 
the  covenant  by  a  proclamation,  the  Americans 
retorted,  by  infifting,  that  the  law  allowed  fub- 
j'.cls  to  affociate  in  order  to  obtain  redress  of 
their  grievances. 

In  the  month  of  Sept.  1771',  the  General 
Congrefs  of  all  the  Colonies  met  at  Philadelphia. 
'i'hat  I>ody  confu'ted  of  filty-one  delegates,  cho- 
(en  hv  the  reprelentatives  of  each  province. 

,  The  tiril  act  of  the  Continental  Congiess, 
was  their  approbation  of  the  condixfl  of  the, 
Boftoniaiib,  and  an  exhortation  Lo  them  to  per> 
feveic  in  their  oppohtion  to  government,  till 
liie  retforation  of  their  charter. — They  avowed 
■liC'ir  allegiance  to  his  Myjefty,  and  drew  np  a 

i -Lion,  in  which  they  intreated  him  to  grant 
.i'f-ni  peace,  iihtfity,  and  iafety.  After  feveral 
jc'icluiions  tending  to  promote  unanimity  in  thf^ 
!  M  ••'  :  v,':;j  and  after  liaving  refolved  that  an- 
'  .'  ;;:l-"'-  Cv>ngKus  ([loulcimeet  in  Philadelphia  on 
loth,  of  May  loUowing,  if  their  grievances 
.  ! Id  not  be  redreR'ad,  they  recommended  to 
.i;  people  the  J  peed y  nomination  of  new  dele- 
LjHtes,  and  dien  ieparated. 

Meanv^'hile  reinforcements  of  BritiQi  troops 
arrived  at  Boiton,  which  increafed  tlie  general 
difafft;6tion  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  people 
were  ready  to  rife  at  a  moment's  warning.  The 
Colon) its  novv'  began   ferioully  to    prepare   for 
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war  :  embodied  and  trained  their  militia  ;  and 
to  render  themfelves  independant  of  foreigners 
for  the  fupply  cf  military  ftores,  they  ercdcd 
mills  and  manufacloties,  for  gunpowder,  both 
in  Philadelphia  and  Virginia. 

Thefe  hoftile  preparations  induced  General 
Gage  to  fortify  the  neck  of  land  Vv-hich  joins  the 
tov/n  of  Bofton  to  the  continent.  But  tho'  this 
meafure  of  fecurity  was  juftifiable  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  feif  defence,  the  Americans  remonilrat- 

ed  againft  it  with  the  greateft  vehemence. 

Inftead  of  paying  any  attention  to  thefe  in-,  ecli- 
ves,  the  General  feized  the  provincial  ammuni- 
tion and  military  ftores  at  Cambridge  and 
Chavlestown.  This  r.'dl  of  hoftilicy  excited  the 
popular  rage  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  was  wiii> 
the  utmoft  flifficulty  the  inhabitants  of  Maffa- 
chufetts  could  be  reilrained  from  marching  to 
Bofton  to  attack  the  troops. 

It  was  now  evident,  that  the  enfulng  fpring 
would  be  the  commencement  of  a  war  of  which 
even  the  moft  refointe  dreaded  the  confequences. 
Tlic  utmoft  diligence,  however,  was  ufed  by 
the  colonifts  to  be  provided  a8;ainft  any  attack 
of  the  Britifli  army.  A  lift  uf  men  able  to 
bear  arms  was  made  out  in  cacli  province,  and 
the  aflemblics  were  animated  wlili  the  moft  live- 
ly hopes  on  finding  that  two-thirds  of  the  men 
who  had  ferved  in  the  formacr  war,  were  alive, 
and  zealous  in  the  caufe. 
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Wafhington  was  among  tho  mod  itaive  in 
railing  troops.  His  well  known  intrepidity  and 
generofity  obtained  him  a  numerous  corps  of 
volunteers  ;  he  was  appointed  their  commander, 
and  foon  perfefted  their  difcipline.  He  had  al- 
io been  elefled  a  delegate  from  Virginia  to  the 
General  Congrefs,  and  exerted  all  his  influence 
to  encourage  a  decifive  oppofition  to  Britiih  tax- 
ation. 

The  awful  moment  now  approached  which 
was  to  involve  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies 
in  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.  In  February, 
1775  the  Provincial  Congrefs  of  MafTacbufetts 
metatCambridge.  Severid  military  inftitutions 
for  the  proteftiun  of  the  province  were  enaded; 
among  the  remarkable  of  which  Vv-as  the  minute- 
men.  A  number  of  the  moft  adive  and  expert 
of  the  New  England  militia  were  feleded,  who 
were  obliged  :a  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to 
obey  the  firft  fummons  of  their  officers  ;  and  in- 
deed their  fubfequ<?nc  vigilance  and  intrepidity, 
fully  entitled  them  to  the  above  mentioned  ap- 
pellation. 

We  pafs  over  the  battles  of  Lexington  and 
Bunker's-hill  and  come  to  the  fubjed:  of  our  pre- 
fent  memoir.  Waihington  who  was  a  delegate 
to  Congrefs,  from  Virginia,  was  by  their  unani- 
mous vote,  appointed  General  in  chief  of  all  the 
Araeiican  forces.     They  alfo  voted  him  as  am- 
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pie  a  Ulaiy  as  was  in  their  power  to  beftow. — 
but  he  generouily  deeliaed  all  pecuniary  emolu- 
ments.— His  reply  to  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs," 
on  his  nomination  to  the  fupreme  command  of 
the  army,  was  in  the  following  words  ; 
''  Mr.   President, 

"  ThoLi^h  I  am  truely  fenfible  of  the  high 
honour  done  me  in  this  appointment,  yet  I  feel 
gre^t  diilrefsfrom  a  confcioufnefs  that  my  abil- 
ities and  military  eiperience  may  not  be  equal 
to  the  extenfive  and  important  truft  ;  however 
as  the  Congrefs  defire  it,  I  will  enter  upon  the 
momentous  duty,  and  exert  every  power  I  pof- 
fefs  in  their  fervice,  and  for  fupport  of  the  glo- 
rious caufe.  1  beg  they  will  accept  my  moft 
cordial  thanks  for  this  difi:ingui(h?d  tedimony  of 
their  approbation. 

"  But  left  fome  unlucky  event  fhould  happen 
unfavorable  to  my  reputation.  I  beg  it  may  be 
remembered  by  every  gentleman  in  the  room, 
that  I  this  day  declare,  with  the  utmoft  finceri- 
ty,  1  do  not  think  myfelf  equal  to  the  com- 
mand I  am  honored  Vv'ith. 

"As. to  my  pay,  I  beg  leave  to  affure  the 
Congrefs,  that,  as  no  pecuniary  confideration 
could  have  tempted  me  to  accept  this  arduous 
employment,  at  the  ex  pence  of  my  domeflic 
peace  and  happinefs,  I  do  not  with  to  make 
anv  profit  from  it.  I  will  keen  au  exact  ac- 
C  2 
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count  of  my  expenres— ihofe,  I  doubt  not,  they 
will  difcharge,  and  this  is  all  I  defire." 

THis  fpecch  is  a  proof  of  that  difinterefted- 
nefs  and  modefty  which  were  the  diftinguifhing 
charaaeiiftics  of  Wafliington*s  miad.  In  pri- 
vate life   he    was    hofpitable  and   friendly r 

Thefe  focial  virtues,  together  witbhis  tried  va, 
lour,  made  him  truly  eftimable  in  the  eyes  of  his 
countrymen.    His  elediion  to  the  fupreme  com- 

mand  was    attended  by  no  competition every 

member  of  Congrefs  were  convinced  of  his  in- 
tegrity, and  chofe  him  as  the  man  beft  qualifi- 
ed  to  raife  their  expe^ations  and  fix  their  conii-* 
dence. 

The  appointment  of  Wafliington  was  attend- 
ed with  other  promotions,  namely,  four  majors 
generals,  one  adjutant  general,  and  eight  bri- 
gadier-generals. 

On  the  day  following,  a  fpecial  commifllon 
was  prefented  to  Walhington  by  Congrefs.  At 
the  fame  time,  they  refolved  unanimoufly  Jn  a 
full  meeting,  *«  That  they  would  maintain  and 
affift  him,  and  adhere  to  him  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes,  in  the  caufe  of  American  liber- 
ty.'' In  their  inftiuftions,  they  authorifed  him 
"  to  order  and  difpofe  of  the  army  under  his 
command  as  might  be  mod  advantageous  for 
obtaining  the  end  for  which  it  had  been  raifed, 
making  it  his  fpecial  care,  in  difchar^-e  of  the 
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great  truft  committed  to  him,  that  the  ilberties 
of  America  received  no  detriment." 

Wailiingtons  diffidence  on  the  acceptance 
of  his  commiffion  was  extremely  natural.  His 
comprehenfive  mind  anticipated  the  numerous 
difficulties  which  mud  attend  his  employment, 
and  he  would  gladly  have  preferred  the  plea- 
fuies  of  a  rural  life  to  all  the  "  pride,  pomp, 
and  circumftance  of  a  glorious  war.'' 

Kis  taking  the  command  of  the  American 
army  was  therefore  a  ftrong  exertion  of  felf- 
denial  to  an  unambitious  man,  who  er.joyed  all 
the  real  bleilings  of  life  in  the  bofom  of  inde- 
pendence. Let  us,  for  a  moment,  turn  our  at- 
tention  to  his  private  affairs,  and  we  will  be- 
hold him  bleil  with  the  rational  pleafures  of  a 
philofophical  retirement,  with  his  table  over- 
fpread  with  plenty,  and  his  pillow  fmothed  by 
the  hand  of  conjugal  love.  Could  man  defire 
more  ? — Was  not  this  the  fummit  of  human 
happinefs  ?  But  now,  when  the  voice  of  his 
country  demands  his  aid,  he  takes  the  field,  in 
her  defence,  with  fillial  attachment.  j^ 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  Wafliington  fet 
out  for  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  in  order  to  af. 
fume  the  command  of  the  army<  On  his  way 
thither,  he  was  treated  with  every  demonltra- 
tion  of  refpect,  efcorted  by  detachments  of  gen- 
rtemen  who  had  formed  volunteer  allociationsi 
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and  honored  witli  public  addicflcs  of  congratu- 
lati:>n  from  the  provincial  C'jngrefs  of  New- 
York  and  MalT^iciiufetts. 

In  anfvver  to  thefe  addreffes,  Wafhington, 
after  declaring  his  high  fenfe  of  the  regard 
Ihev/n  him,  added,  "  Be  afTured,  that  every 
exertion  of  my  worthy  colleagues  and  myfelf 
will  V  extended  to  the  re-eHablifnrnei^t  of  peace 
and  harmony  between  the  raother-countijy  and 
thefe  colonies.  As  to  the  fatal,  but  necefTary 
operations  of  war,  when  we  aifumed  the  fol- 
dier,  we  did  not  lay  afide  the  citizen  ;  and  we 
fliall  mod  fmcerely  rejoice  with  you  in  the  hap- 
py hour,  when  the  re-eftablilhment  of  Ameri- 
can liberty,  on  the  mod  firm  and  folid  founda- 
tions, fhall  enable  us  to  return  to  our  private 
ftations,  in  the  bofom  of  a  free,  peaccfuj,  and 
happy  country." 

Ou'his  arrival  at  the  camp,  he  was  received 
with  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  x\m.eriGan 
army.  He  found  the  BritiOi  troops  entrench- 
ed or.  Bunker's-Hill,  and  defended  by  three 
floating  batteries  in  Myilic  river,  while  the 
Americans  were  entrenched  on  VJinter-Hill, 
Profpec1:-Hill,  and  Roxbury,  with  a  commu- 
nication, by  fraall  pofts,  over  an  extent  of  ten 
miles.  As  the  provincial  foldiers  haJ  repaired 
to  the  camp  in  their  ordinal  y  clothing,  the 
himting  Ihirt    was  adopted  for  th§  Hake  of  imi- 
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formlt/.  WaQiington  found  a  large  body  of 
men,  indifferently  difciplined,  and  but  badly 
provided  with  arms  and  ammunition.  Befides, 
they  had  neither  ingineers,  nor  faiiiclent  tools 
for  the  ere6lion  of  fortifications.  He  alfo  found 
uncommon  difficulties  in  the  organization  of 
his  army.  Enterprifing  leaders  had  diftin- 
guiffied  themfelves  at  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities,  and  their  followers,  from  attach- 
ment, were  not  willing  to  be  commanded  by 
officers  who,  tho'  appointed  by  Congrefs,  were 
ftrangers  to  them.  To  fubjed  the  licentiouf- 
nefs  of  freemen  to  the  control  of  military  difcl- 
pline,  was  both  an  arduous  and  delicate  tafl^. 
Howevei,  the  genius  of  Wafhington  triumph- 
ed over  all  difficulties.  In  his  letter  to  Gon- 
grefs,  after  he  had  reviewed  the  troops,  he  fays, 
*'  I  find  here  excellent  materials  for  an  army — 
able  body-men,  of  undoubted  courage,  and  zea- 
lous in  the  caufe.  In  the  fame  letter,  he  com- 
plains of  the  V7ant  of  ammunition,  camp-equi- 
page, and  many  other  requifites  of  an  army. 

Wafhington,  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  pub- 
lifhed  a  declaration,  previoufly  drawn  up  by 
Congrefs,  expreffive  of  their  motives  for  taking 
up  arms.  1 1  was  written  in  energetic  language, 
and  contained  the  following  remarkable  para- 
ges : 

"  Were  it  poffible  for  men,  who  exercife  their 
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reaion,  to  believe  that  the  Divine  /^.utlior  of 
ourexiftence  intended  a  part  of  the  human  race 
to  hold  an  abfolute  property  in,  and  unbounded 
power  over  otliers,  niaiked  out  by  his  infinite 
goodnefs  and  wifdom  as  the  objeds  of  a  legal 
domination,  never  rightfully  refiftable,  hovr, 
ever  fevere  and  oppreffive,  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  Colonies  might,  at  leaft,  require  from 
the  Parliament  of  Great  *Britian  fome  evidence, 
that  this  dreadful  authority  over  them  has  been 
granted  to  that  body.  But  a  reverence  for  our 
great  Creator,  principles  of  humanity,  and  the 
diflates  of  common  fenfe,  mud  convince  all 
thofe  who  reflet:  upon  the  fubjed:,  that  govern- 
ment was  indituted  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
mankind,  and  ought  to  be  adminiftered  for  the 
attainment  of  that  end. 

"  The  Ligislature  of  great  Britain,  however, 
fliraulated  by  an  inordiatepaflion  for  power,  not 
only  UDJuftifiable,  but  which  they  know  to  be 
peculiarly  reprobated  by  the  Conflitution  of 
that  kingdom,  and  defpairing  of  fnccefs  in  any 
mode  of  conteft  where  regard  Oiouldbe  had  to 
truth,  law,  or  right,  have  at  length,  defl^rting 
thofe,  attempted  to  effc^  their  cruel  and  impoli- 
tic purpofe  of  enflavJng  thefe  Colonies  by  vio- 
lence, and  have  thereby  rendered  itnecfffary 
for  us  to  elofe  WMth  their  h\i\  appeal  from  Rea- 
fon  to  Arms,  Yet,  however  bhnded    that  af- 
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fembly  may  be,  by  the'r  intemper.tte  rage  for 
unlimited  dornin:.i!'.,%i,  iu  to  flight  juiVice  and 
the  opinion  uf  mankind,  we  efteem  ounelves 
bound  by  obligations  of  refped  to  the  reft  of  the 
world,  to  make  known  tkejuftice  of  our  caufe." 

This  bold  and  explicit  manlfefto  was  dated 
at  Philadelphia,  the  6th  of  Jul)-,  1775,  and 
fubfciibed  by  John  Hancock:,  Prefident  of  Con- 
grefs,  and  Charles  Thomfon,   Secretaiy. 

A  general  fpirJt  of  unanimity  pervaded  th- 
colonies  at  this  momentous  period.  Men  of  ali 
ranks  and  ages  were  animated  with  martial  at - 
dour,  even  religious  prejudices  were  overcome 
by  patriotic  enthufiafm.  Several  young  men  o; 
the  Quaker  perfuafion  joined  the  military  aiToci- 
ations  ;  and  the  number  of  men  in  arms  througli- 
out  the  colonies  was  very  confiderable. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  warlike  preparations, 
the  Americans  unanimoudy  protefted  that  the\ 
took  up  arms  only  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  grlev 
ances  ;  and  that  a  feparatioii  from  t!ie  parent 
(late  was  an  object  foreign  to  their  wifiies. — 
The  rancour,  however,  that  accompanies  a  civ- 
il war,  was  productive  of  mutual  reproaches, 
and  the  Highteft  proof  often  was  keenly  felt  as 
proceeding  from  thofe  who  were  once  'uiends. 

An  infiance  of  tliis  nataie  happened  at  Bof- 
ton,  vrhile  inveftsd  by  the  provincial  army,  and 
produced    the  memorable   corrcfpondence   be- 
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tween  the  rerpC(3:ive  commanders.  The  lafl 
letter,  written  by  General  Wiidilngton  to  Gen- 
eral Gage,  exhibited  a  lively  poi trait  ol  his  cha- 
racter and  piinciples  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  coun- 
trymen.— It  contained  the  following  ftriking- 
pafTages  : 

"  Whether  Britith  or  American  mercy,  for- 
titude and  patience,  are  moft  pre-eminent  ; 
whether  our  virtuous  citizens,  whom  the  hand 
of  tyranny  has  forced  into  arms  to  defend  their 
property  and  freedom,  or  the  marcenary  and 
lawlefs  inRruments  of  domination,  avarice,  re- 
venge, beft  deferve  the  appellation  of  rebels, 
and  the  punifliment  of  that  cord,  which  your 
afFe<5ted  clemency  has  foreborne  to  inflict  ;  whe- 
ther the  authority  under  which  I  ad,  is  usurp- 
ed, or  founded  upon  the  principles  of  liberty  j 
fLich  confiderations  are  altogether  foreign  to 
the  fubjeft  of  our  corref]^ondence— I  purpQpeljr 
avoid  all  political  difquifilion  ;  net  (hall  I  avail 
inyfelf  of  thofe  advantages,  which  the  facied 
caufe  of  my  country,  of  liberty  and  human  na- 
ture give  me  over  you  j  much  lefs  (hall  I  ftoop 
to  retort  any  invecftive, 

*'  You  affed  Sir,  to  defi^iie  all  rank  not  de- 
lived  from  the  fame  fource  with  your  own.  I 
cannot  conceive  one  moie  honourable  than  that 
which  flows  from  the  uncorrupted  choice  of  a 
Irave  and   free  People,  the  pureft  fource  and 
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original  fountain  of  all  power.  Far  from  think- 
ing it  a  plea  for  crueltj,  a  mind  of  true  magna- 
nimity, and  enlarged  ideas,  would  comprehend 
and  refpe<5l  it." 

This  celebrated  letter  was  by  the  Americans 
reprefented  as  the  moll;perfc6t  model  of  the  ftyle 
becoming  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  the  oc- 
cafion  to  which  it  was  adapted  ;  nay,  it  was 
commended  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  and 
even  in  England,  as  the  moft  proper  anfwer  he 
could  m.ake. 

lu  September,  General  Gage  failed  for  Eng- 
land ;  and  the  command  of  the  Britilh  army 
devolved  on  General  Howe. 

Meanwhile,  the  army  under  Vv'afaington 
continued  the  blockade  of  Bofton  fo  clofely,  as 
to  prevent  ail  intercourfe  between  that  town  and 
country.  The  provincial  force  was  formed  in- 
to three  grand  divifions,  of  which  General  Ward 
commanded  the  right  wir.-,  General  Lee  the 
left,  the  centre  was  commanded  by  Wafliingtoc. 
The  army  v/as  arranged  by  General  Gates,  by 
U'hofe  exertions  miUtary  difcipline  was  gradual- 
ly and  fuccefsfuUy  introduced  :  the  officers  and 
privates  were  taught  the  neceffity  of  a  due  fubor- 
dination,  and  became  expert  in  the  different 
mancsuvres  that  conftitute  the  regularity  of  an 
army. 

One  -iafupcrable  obftacle  to  the  provincial 
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army's  arriving  at  perfe«5l  difclpllne  was  tlie 
{Koftnefs  of  the  time  for  which  the  men  had 
been  enlifted.  It  had  been  limited  to  fix  months, 
and  no  part  of  the  troops  were  engaged  longer 
than  the  ist  of  Jan,  1776-  To  prevent  the  En- 
glifli  General  from  taking  advantage  of  this  cir- 
cumftance,  Wafhington  was  obliged  occafion- 
ally  to  call  in  the  militia  wh^n  the  difbanded 
men  left  the  camp,  in  order  that  the  works 
fhould  be  properly  defended. 

Ticonderoga  had  been  taken  by  Colonel  Ar- 
nold on  the  ibth  of  May.  This  important  for- 
trefs  is  fituated  on  a  promontary,  formed  at  the 
jundion  of  Lake  George  and  Lake  Champlain 
and  confequently  it  is  the  key  ofcommunication- 
between  New  York  and  Canada.  Arnold,  flurti- 
ed  with  fijccefs,  wrote  a  letter  to  Congrefs,  in 
which  he  offered  to  reduce  the  whole  province 
of  Canada  with  2000  men.  From  the  impetu- 
ofity  of  his  dlfpofition,  he  advifed  the  adoption 
of  an  offenfive  v/ar,  but  as  Congrefs  did  not 
wifti  to  widen  the  breach  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies,  and  an  accommodation  was 
their  wlfh,  they  defei.'ed  the  invafion  of  Cana- 
da. 

Sir  Guy  Carleton,  the  governor  of  that  pro- 
vince, planned  a  fcheme  for  the  recovery  of 
Ticonderoga  and  Crov/n  Point,  another  foit  ti- 
ken  by  the  Arjerican%     He  had  been  invefted 
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with  full  powers  to  embody  the  Canadians,  and 
march  them  againfl:  the  enemy  ;  however  they 
were  very  unwilling  to  engage  in  the  conteft, 
but  he  hoped  on  the  arrival  of  reinforcements,  to 
compel  them  to  a<5l.  Meantime  he  had  colletfl- 
ed  a  numerous  body  of  Indians  ;  his  troops 
though  few,  were  well  difciplined,  ind  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies  had  reafon  to  dread  a  man  of  his 
intrepidity  and  abilities. 

When  Congrefs  were  informed  of  these  ex- 
crtIon5  In  Canada,  they  thought  it  expedient  to 
make  a  vigorous  attack  upon  that  province,  In 
order  to  prevent  the  invafion  of  their  north- 
wellern  frontier.  In  confequence  of  this  deter- 
mination, an  army  of  3000  men  under  the  com- 
mands of  Generals  Schuyler  and  Montgomery, 
were  fent  to  effeft  the  coaqueft  of  Canada  — 
They  proceeded  to  Lake  Champlain,  and  thence 
by  water  to  St.  John's  the  iirft  Britifh  poll  in 
Canada.  The  Americans  landed  and  befieged 
the  fortrefs,  which  was  bravely  defended  by  the 
garrifon  under  Major  Prefton.  Illnefs  obliged 
General  Schuyler  to  retire  to  Albany,  and  the 
fole  command  of  the  troops  devolved  on  Mont- 
gomery, who  profecuted  the  fiege  with  fuch  vi- 
gour, that  In  a  few  days  he  became  mafter  of 
5ie  place.  After  the  reduction  of  St.  John's, 
Montgomery  advanced  to  Montreal  with  his 
vidorious  army.    0»  his  approach  to  that  town. 
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the  few  Brltilli  forces  which  compofed  the  gar- 
rifon,  repaired  for  fafeLy  on  board  the  (hipping, 
in  hopes  of  efcaping  down  the  river,  but  they 
were  prevented  by  a  body  of  continental  troops 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Eafton,  who 
was  ftationed  at  the  point  of  Sorel  river. — Gen^ 
eral  Prefcot  with  feveral  officers,  and  120  pri- 
vates furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  on  terms 
of  capitulation  ;  and  the  American  General,  af- 
ter leaving  a  garrifon  in  Montreal,  advanced 
with  a  rapid  march  towards  the  capital  of  Can- 
ada. 

While  Montgomery  was  thus  purfuing  the 
career  of  vidory,  the  piovince  of  Canada  was 
invaded  in  another  quarter  by  an  enemy  nolefs 
enterprifmg  and  intrepid  than  himfelf,  A  de^ 
tachmentof  lOCOrnen  was  fentby  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  from  the  American  aimy  at  Cam- 
bridge. This  expedition  was  condudled  by  Col-, 
onel  Arnold,  who  led  his  troops  by  an  unexplo^ 
red  route  thro'  the  wildernefs.  The  difficulties 
encountered  by  this  detachment  during  31  days, 
were  almofl  infurmountable.  They  proceeded 
in  boats  by  the  river  Kennebeck,  and  v/ere  obli- 
ged to  work  upwards  againft  its  impetuous  cur- 
rent. After  fuffeiing  various  hardfhips,  and 
lofmg  above  l-3d  of  his  men,  by  ficknefs  and  de- 
fertion,  Colonel  Arnold  arrived  at  the  inhabited 
part  of  Canada,  after  a  march  of  6  weeks. 


The  appearance  of  Colonel  Arnold  before 
Quebec  threw  the  inhabitants  into  the  greaieft 
confternatlon  ;  but,  as  in  his  march  it  had  been 
irnpofiible  to  bring  any  cannon,  he  could  only 
feize  the  avenues  that  led  to  the  city,  in  order  to 
cut  off  fupplles  and  provlfions,  and  await  the  ar- 
rival of  the  troops  under  Montgomery. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1775,  Montgomery 
arrived  in  fight  of  Quebec.  He  fummoned  it  in. 
due  form,  but  the'garrifon  fired  at  his  flag  of 
truce,  and  refufed  to  admit  his  meffage.  As 
the  depth  of  v.'inter  approached,  he  was  convin- 
ced of  the  neceffity  of  either  raifmg  the  fiege,  or 
taking  the  city  by  efcalade. 

General  Carletonmade  fuch  exertions  as  evin- 
ced the  moft  determined  refiftance,  and  his  ex- 
ample animated  the  courage  of  the  garrifon. 
The  town  was  remarkably  Itrong  both  by  nature 
and  art,  and  the  number  of  the  befiegers  was  in- 
confiderable  ;  belides  the  vigilance  of  the  Gov- 
ernor was  fuch,  that  every  part  was  guarded  with 
the  greateft  circumfpedlion. 

Montgomery,  on  the  other  hand,  polTeiTed  all 
thofe  romantic  ideas  of  rnilitary  glory  which 
prevailed  in  the  days  of  chivalry  ;  and  this  Icve 
of  enterprize  was  cherifhed  by  an  intrepidity 
which  made  him  overlook  all  perils  ;  he  was 
confcious  that  his  troops  would  follow  with  alac- 
rity wherever  he  fiiould  lead,  and  he  determined 
D  2 
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to  take  the  city  by  ftorm,  orpeiiniin  the  attempt. 
On  the  31ft  of  December,  1775,  he  advanced 
to  the  attack  by  break  of  day.  In  order  to  incite 
emulation  among  the  Provincial  troops,  there 
were  two  attacks,  one  by  the  New-England-men 
headed  by  Arnold,  and  the  other  by  the  New- 
York-men,  v.'hom  the  General  led  in  perfon. 

The  way   thro'  which  Montgomery  and  his 
paity  had  to  pafs  was  narrow,  and  as  he  knew 
the  moft  defperate  exertions  of  valour  would  be 
required,  he  had  ftledcd  a  number  of  his  moft 
refolute  men  for  this  enterprize.     He  advanced 
amid  a  heavy  fhower  offnow,  and,  having  feized 
the  firft  hairier,  he  rufhed  forward  at  the  head 
of  his  party,  rnd  haftened  to  clofe  in  upon  the 
enemy.     The  fecond  barrier,  which  led  dirsdly 
to  the  gates  of  the  lower  town,  was  def  nded  by 
a  ftrong  body  of  the  garrifon,  who  were  pofted 
there  with  feveral  pieces  of  cannon  ready  load- 
ed— Montgomery  advanced,  with  a  rapid  move- 
ment, and  was  received  with  a  volley  of  mufk- 
etry   and  grape-fliot,  that,  in  an  inftant,  killed 
and  wounded  almoft  the  whole  of  his  party.     He 
fell  himfelf,  with  his   principal  officers.      The 
troops  were  fo  difconcerted  by  the  lofs  of  their 
General,  that  they  retreated.  In  the  mean  time, 
Colonel  Arnold  was  engaged  in  a  furious  a  (fault 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  town.      He  attacked 
and  carried  a  bariier  defended  with  cannon,  but 
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this  fuccefs  was  attended  with  a  great  lofs  cf 
men,  and  he  received  a  wound  himfelf,  which 
made  it  necelTary  to  carry  him  off  the  field  of 
battle.  The  officers  on  whom  the  command 
devolved  continued  the  aflault,  and  took  pofTef-^ 
fion  of  another  barrier  ;  but,  the  befelged,  who 
now  perceived  the  inconfiderable  number  cf 
the  afTailants,  faliied  from  a  gate  that  opened 
towards  their  rear,  and  attacked  them  in  turn. 
The  Provincials  were  n.jw  hemmed  in  from,  all 
poffibiiity  of  a  retreat,  and  expofcd  to  a  tremen- 
dous fire  from  the  walls  ;  yet,  in  this  dreadful 
fituation,  they  maintained  the  conted  3  hours 
before  they  furrendered. 

Tho'  this  expedition  had  failed  In  the  great 
objcdt,  yet  it  effedlually  prevented  any  invafion 
from  that  quarter,  a  circumftance  that  h^d  been 
apprehended  by  Congrefs. 

The  fouthern  provinces  now  became  involved 
in  the  conteft,  efpecially  Virginia,  where  the  dif- 
putes  ofthe^-jvernor,  Lord  Dunmore,  with  the 
AfTembly,  after  repeated  aggravations  on  both 
fides,  terminated  in  open  hodilities.  Ke  had 
retired  from  Wiliiamfburg  to  Norfolk,  v.-hc-re  he 
was  joined  by  aconfiderabkr  number  of  loyalifti^ 
but,  after  feveral  fis-irmifnes,  he  was  obiipca  to 
retire  to  the  Ihipping  that  lay  in  the  river  aiiii- 
cent  to  tlie  town.  As  it  was  now  in  the  pofief- 
fion  of  the  Americans,  they  not  only  refuf.\!  ta 
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fupply  the  people  on  board  with  pioviTions,  but 
annoyed  them  by  a  number  of  riflemen,  who 
were  placed  in  houies  near  the  fhtps,  and  who 
inhumanly  aimed  at,  and  killed  feveral  perfons 
on  boaid.  Exafperated  at  their  condu6l.  Lord 
Dunmore  ordered  a  party  to  land  under  cover 
of  a  man  of  war,  and  fet  fire  to  the  town.  Thus 
Norfolk  Wis  reduced  to  aihes,  and  the  lofs  was 
eftimated  at  300,000/. 

Meantimej  the  Governors  of  the  two  Carolina? 
were  expelled  by  the  people,  and  obliged  to  take 
refuge  on  board  the  Britifh  men  of  war. 

Thus  at  the  conclufion  of  the  year  1775,  the 
whole  of  the  Britifli  Colonies,  except  the  town 
of  Bofton  were  united  againll  the  Mother-coun- 
try. 

The  Britifli  troops  at  BoRon  had  endured  a 
tedious  blockade  with  their  chara<5i:eriftic  forti-s 
tude.  All  communication  with  the  country 
w^as  prevented,  and  the  garrifon  fufFered  many 
inconveniences  from  the  want  of  neceffaries. 
They  felt  the  feverities  of  a  winter  campaign  in 
a  rigorous  climate,  efpecialiy  thofe  vdio  were  fta- 
tioned  at  Bunker's-Hilj,  where  they  lay  expofed 
to  winds  and  fnovvs  aimed  intolerable  to  a  Brit-^. 
ifh  conftitution. 

The  Provincials,  in  the  mean  time,  were  well 
fupplied  vvlth  necelTarles  In  their  encampment 
before  Bodon.  Here  Wafliington  prefided,  smd^ 
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by  his  prudent  regulations,  the  troops  had  all  the 
comforts  of  good  tents,  bedding,  and  frefh  provis- 
ions. 

An  intenfe  froft  ufually  begins  throughout  New 
England  aL-oui  the  latter  end  ot  December,  when 
the  harbour  of  Boston,  and  all  the  rivers  in  the 
environs  of  that  town,  ure  gene lally  frozen  to  a 
depth  of  ice  sufficient  to  bear  a  great  weight. 
Washington  proposed  to  take  possession  not  only 
of  the  town,  but  also  to  take  or  destroy  all  the 
shipping  in  the  harbour,  and  by  this  decisive  en- 
terprize,  put  a  conclusion  to  all  the  hopes  of  Great 
Britain  in  this  quarter.  His  troops  were  eager 
to  distinguish  themselves  by  this  achievment, 
and,  if  requisite,  a  greater  force  could  soon  be 
collected  to  second  their  efforts.  This  winter, 
however,  was  unusually  mild,  and,  by  preventing 
the  operations  of  the  Provinci.ls,  both  they  and 
the  garrison  were  obliged  to  remain  inactive. 

In  the  mean  tiniC,  iNIr.  Penn,  who  had  bro't  o- 
verthe  last  petition  from  Congress,  was  exan^ined 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords.  This  gentle- 
man had  been  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was 
pevsonally  acquainted  with  most  of  the  members 
of  Congress,  and  was  cjualified  to  give  the  most 
authentic  informaUon  respecting  the  temper  and 
inclinations  of  the  x\raericans.  It  appeared  from 
his  testimonies,  that  the  charge  of  aiming  at  In- 
dependence, which  had  been  imputed  to  Con^ 
gress,  was  unfounded.  They  had  been  fairly  e- 
lected,  were  men  of  character  and  abilities,  th^ 
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Colonies  had   the  highest  confidence  in  their  in- 
tegrity, and  were  governed  by  their  decisions. 

Frona  his  account,  it  appeared  that  Pennsylva- 
nia, alone,  was  able  to  raise  60,000  men,  20,000 
of  whom  had  already  enrolled  themselves  to  serve 
without  pay,  and  were  armed  and  embodied  before 
his  departure  from  the  continent.  Beside,  they 
had,  in  imitation  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts, 
iiistitiited  a  corps  of  minute-men,  amounting  to 
iOC'O. 

After  a  tedious  debate  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  petitition  of  Congress  was  rejected,  all 
attempts  to  reconciliation  were  suspended,  the 
standard  ofdefiance  seemed  now  to  be  raised,  and 
both  parties  appeared  determined  to  make  the 
last  appeal  to  arms. 

When  the  news  of  this  rejection  of  the  Amer- 
ican petition  reached  the  camp  before  Boston,  the 
troops  expressed  the  greatest  indignation.  As 
Georgia  had  joined  the  confederacy,  the  Ameri- 
cans now  changed  their  colours  from  a  plain  red 
ground,  to  1 3  stripes,  alternately  red  and  white, 
to  denote  the  number  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Washington  exerted  his  skill  and  activity,  in 
order  to  compel  the  British  either  to  surrender  or 
evacuate  Boston  before  any  succours  could  arrive 
from  Elnglnnd.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1776,  he 
opened  a  battery  on  the  west  side  of  the  town,  and 
bombarded  it  .-—This  attack  was  supported  by  a 
tremendous  cannonade  ;  and,  on  the  oth,  another 
battery  was  opened  on  the  e^Astern  shoin^.     The 
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garriron  sT:«.tain8d  this  dreadful  bombardment 
with  the  greatell;  fortitude  ;  ft  laded  14  days  with- 
out intermifllnp.,  when  General  Howe,  finding 
the  place  no  longer  tenable,  refolved  toembnrk 
for  Halifax. 

The  evacuation  of  Bofton  v/asnot  interi-upted 
by  the  Provincials,  left  the  Britilh  troops  fhould 
fet  it  on  fire. 

When  the  i^me.icans  took  pofl^iTion  of  Bof- 
ton, they  found  a  multitude  of  valuable  articles 
which  were  unavoidably  left  behind  by  the  Brit- 
ilh  army.  The  principal  of  thefe  were  artillery 
and  ammunition  ; — but  the  moPt  valuable  booty 
was  a  large  quantity  of  woollens  and  linens,  of 
which  the  Provincials  ftood  in  the  moil  prr filng 
need. 

Wafiiington  now  directed  his  attention  to  the 
fortifications  of  Lofton.  He  employed  a  num- 
ber of  foreign  engineers  to  fuperintend  the  con- 
ftriiclion  of  new  works,  and  fo  eager  were  the 
people  in  the  profecution  of  this  bufinefs,  that 
every  effective  m.an  in  the  town,  without  dif- 
tinction,  devoted  2  days  of  the  week  to  its  com- 
pletion. 

As  Wafhington  was  uncertain  of  the  dcfti- 
nation  of  the  Biitifh  fleet  and  army  which  had 
left  Bofton,  and  as  New  York  lay  expofed  to 
any  fudden  attack,  he  detached  feveral  of  his 
heft  regiments,  under  Ger.eial  I^ee,  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  city. 
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Mean  while,  a  fmall  fleet,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Peter  Parker,  and  a  body  of  troops  under 
Generals  CornwalHs,  Clinton,  and  Vaughan, 
failed  for  Charleftouj  the  capital  of  South-Caro- 
lina. After  a  violent,  but  unfuccefsfiil  attack 
in  which  the  fleet  received  confiderable  damage 
the  expedition  was  abandoned. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congrefs 
a/Tembled,  formally  renounced  all  connection 
with  Great  Britain,  and  declared  them.felves  in* 
dependent.  They  alfo  publifhed  a  manifefto, 
iliiting  a  Hif  of  grievances,  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  repeated  petitions,  remained  unredref^ 
ied.  vor  thefc  leafons,  they  determined  on  a 
final  feparation  from  the  Mother-country,  and 
to  hold  the  people-  of  Great  Britain  as  the  reft 
of  mankind,  "  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends.'* 
This  celebrated  declariition  of  Independence 
concluded  as  follows  : 

"  WE,  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  general  Congrefs  afTem- 
bled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the 
World  for  the  redlitude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in 
the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  peo-* 
pie  of  the  Colonies,  fjlemnly  pubiifli  and  de- 
clare, that  the  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  Free,  and  Independent  States,  and 
that  they  are  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  th? 
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Biitifii  Crown,  and  that  all  poUHcal  conne(5tIon 
between  rliem  and  the  State  of  Gieat  Britain  '13 
and  ought  to  be,  totally  difTolved  ;  and  that,  a^ 
Free  and  Independent  States,  they  have  full 
power  to  make  war,  conclude  peace,  contr?.»5t 
alliances,  edablifti  commerce,  and  to  do  all  o- 
ther  acts  and  things  which  Independent  States 
may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  fupport  •  f  this 
Declaration,  wi:h  a  firm  reliance  on  tl  -  protec- 
tion of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge 
to  each  other  our  lives,  cur  fortunes,  and  our 
facred  honour." 

This  formal  renunciation  of  alleglancfe  to 
Great  Britain,  was  followed  by  thegrt-ateft  pie- 
parations  for  war  throughout  the  United  Si  -res- 

Walhington  took  every  precaution  for  defen- 
five  operations,  by  ere(5ting  forts,  and  ftationing 
troops  at  the  moft  vulnerable  points-  The  na- 
ture of  the  country  was  peculiaily  favourable  to 
defence.  New-England,  efpecially,  prefented 
many  natural  barriers,  confining  of  hills  and 
mountians,  interfefted  by  rivers,  and  interfper- 
fed  vrith  woods  and  precipices — fevcral  defiles, 
ilcirted  by  impenetrable  forefts — while  majes- 
tic rivers,  flowing  with  impetuous  currents, 
feemed  to  preclude  the  invader. 

General  Howe  refolved  to  quit  Halifax,  and 
proceed  to  New- York,  where  he  intended  to 
•wait  for  the  reinforcements  from  England.  He 
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failed  about  the  middle  of  June,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  month  arrived  at  Sandy- Hook,  a  point  of 
land  which  ftands  at  the  entrance  of  a  large  bo- 
dy of  water,  formed  by  the  confluence  of  feveral 
rivers,  and  which  is  furrounded  by  Ne-.v-York, 
Staten,  and  Long-lfland. 

About  the  middle  of  July,  Lord  Howe  arri- 
ved with  a  fleet  and  army  from  England.  He 
fent  a  circular  letter  to  the  Governors  who  had 
been  difplaced  by  their  refpedlve  provinces,  In 
which  he  explained,  that  he  was  Impov/ered,  In 
conjunftion  with  his  brother,  to  giant  general 
cr  particular  pardons  to  all  thofe  who  were  wil. 
ling  to  return  to  their  allegiance  to  the  King 
©f  Gieat  Britain.  Congrefs  ordered  this  letter 
to  be  publifhed  in  all  the  news -papers.  In  order 
that  the  people  of  America  might  know  the 
terms  on  which  they  were  to  a<5,  viz.  either 
unconditional  fubmiffion,  or  a  bold  and  man- 
ly refinance  to  defpotic  power  ;  and,  that  thofe 
who  relied  on  the  juftice  or  moderation  of  the 
Britlfli  Miniftry,  might  be  fully  convinced,  that 
they  muft:  truft  to  their  own  valour  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  liberties. 

Lord  Howe  next  fent  a  letter  to  the  Ameri- 
can Commander  in  Chief,  but,  as  it  w^as  direct- 
ed to  "  George  Wafliington,  Esq."  the  Gene- 
ral refufed  to  receive  it,  as  not  direded  to  him 
sgreeably  to  his  ftatlon.     His  condud,  on  this 
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occafion,  received  the  unanimous  approbatioa 
of  Congrefs. 

To  obviate  this  difficulty,  Adjutant- General 
Paterfon  was  fent  by  General  Howe  with  a  let- 
ter direaed  to  •'  George  Waflilngton,  &c.  &c. 
&c."  He  was  politely  received,  and  immediate- 
ly admitted  to  the  prefence  of  the  Am.erican 
General.  The  Adjutant  expreffed  much  con- 
cern on  account  of  the  difficulties  that  had  arif- 
en  from  the  fuperfcription  of  the  former  letter, 
and  hoped  that  the  et  ceferas  would  rem-ove  aU 
obllruclion  to  an  intercourfe  between  th^  Coni 
miffioneis  and  General  Wafhington.  To  this 
he  replied,  "  that  a  letcer  written  to  a  perfon 
invefted  with  a  public  charader  fhould  fpecify 
it,  otheiwife  it  could  not  be  diftinguiflied  from 
a  letter  on  private  bufmefs  :  true  it  was,  the  et 
ceteras  implied  every  thing,  but  it^  was  no  lels 
true,  that  they  implied  any  thing." 

The  mod  interefting  part  of  the  converfation 
was  that  refpecling  the  dc  wer  of  the  Commif- 
fioners,  whom  the  Adjutant  faid,  were  ready 
to  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmcft  to  effed  a  re- 
conciliation.  The  General  replied,  that  it  did 
not  appear  that  thefe  powers  confided  many 
more  than  granting  pardons  ;  but  as  America 
had  committed  no  offence,  ihe  alked  no  f-rgive- 
nefs,  and  was  only  defending  her  unqueftion^blc 
rights. 


(     -52     ) 

From  this  conference,  it  was  evident,  that 
nothing  but  a  decided  fuperiority  in  the  field 
could  induce  the  Americans  to  relax  the  refo^ 
lutions  which  they  had  taken  with  fo  much  de- 
liberation  and  folemnicy. 

The  firmnefs  of  Congrefs  had  infpired  the  pro- 
vinrials  with  enthufiafm.  That  refolute  body 
had  declared  America  independanr  in  the  --rv 
face  of  the  Britifii  fleet  and  army,  while  th,  hrd 
was  carting  anchor  in  fight  of  New-Y  >rk,  and 
the  reinforcements  from  England  were  making 
the  fecond  landing  on  Staten  I{I;ind. 

An  attack  upon  LongJflard  being  determin- 
ed on  by  the  Britifii  commanders,  the  fleet  cov- 
ered the  defcent  of  the  army,  which  effefted  a 
landing  without  any  oppofition,  on  the  22d  of 
Auguft,  1776.  General  Putnam,  with  a  large 
body  of  troops,  lay  encamped  and  ftrongly  for- 
tified, on  a  northern  peninfula  on  the  oppofite 
Ihore  with  a  range  of  hills  between  the  armies, 
the  principal  pafs  of  which  was  at  a  villaee  call- 
ed  Flat  Buili.  ^ 

Large  detachments  of  the  American  army 
occupied  the  hills  and  paifes.  The  right  of  the 
Britifii  army  was  commanded  by  General  Clin- 
ton, Lord  Percy,  and  Lord  Comwallis  ;  the 
centre,  compofed  of  Heflians,  under  General 
Heifter,  was  pofi:ed  at  Flat  Bufii  ;  and  the  left 
under  General  Grant,  was  ftationed  near  the 
fea  fiiore. 
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Early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  en- 
gagement was  begun  b)^  the  Heffians,  and  a 
heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  mufquetry  was  con- 
tinued on  both  sides  for  several  hours.  One  of 
the  passes  which  lay  at  a  distance,  had  been  ne- 
glected by  the  Americans,  which  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  right  division  of  the  British  army  to 
pass  tils  hills,  and  attack  them  in  the  rear. 

The  Americans,  when  apprized  of  their  dan- 
ger, retreated  towards  llieir  camp,  but  they  were 
intercepted,  and  driven  back  into  the  woods. — . 
Here  they  were  met  by  the  Hessiaiis,  and  thus 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  two  parties.  No  way  of 
escape  now  remained,  bat  by  ferciiig  their  way 
thro'  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  thus  regainin;.^ 
tiieir  camp.  This  numbers  of  them  effected, 
but  by  far  the  greater  part  were  either  killed  or 
taken  prisoners. 

Washington  had  cros^cdover  from  NcM'-York 
in  the  height  of  the  engugement,  but  he  came 
too  late  to  retrive  the  fortune  of  the  day.  He 
had  the  mortification  to  see  some  of  his  best 
troops  killed  or  taken,  without  being  able  to  af- 
ford them  any  assistance,  but  he  used  his  utmo  jt 
exertions  to  save  those  that  remained  by  a  weii 
conducted  retreat. 

The  victory  wascomplete:  the  Americans  lost 
upwards  of  3000  men,  including  2000  killed,  and 
1000  taken  prisoners,  among  whom  were  three 
generals — On  the  side  of  the  British  the  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  only  about  500.  Among 
'E2 
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the  provincials  that  fell,  a  regiment  from  Mary- 
land was  particularly  rcgiettec).  It  ccr.sisted 
wholly  of  young  men  of  the  best  families  in  that 
province.  They  behaved  with  the  most  admira- 
ble heroism  :  they  were  every  one  killed  or 
wounded,  and  thus  perished  in  the  bloom  of 
youth. 

After  this  defeat,  Washmgton  did  not  think  it 
expedient  to  risk  another  action  against  a  numer- 
ous army  of  veterans,  well  provided  with  artil^ 
lery,  and  elated  with  their  recent  victory.  New- 
York  required  to  be  strcnghtened,  and  the  emer- 
gency did  not  admit  of  a  moment's  delay  ;  for 
bhould  the  British  fleet  be  able  to  station  itself  be^ 
tween  the  camp  and  that  city,  ail  would  be  in- 
evitably lost. 

In  this  extremity,  Washington  exerted  all  his 
characteristic  vigilance  and  circumspection.  In 
the  night  of  tKe  29th  August,  favoured  by  dark- 
ness, and  in  tlie  most  profound  silence,  he  con- 
veyed his  troops  on  b®ard  the  boats  and  landed 
them  on  the  opposite  shore.  He  also  carried  off 
as  much  of  their  baggage,  military  stores  and  ar- 
tillery, as  the  time  would  permit.  This  retreat 
was  conducted  with  so  much  secrecy,  that  with 
the  dawn,  the  British  troops  were  surprised  to 
see  the  rear  guard  of  the  American  army  in 
the  boats  and  beyond  the  reach  of  danger. 

When  Washington  returned  ■with  the  army  to 
New-York,  he  ordered  batteries  to  be  eieci.ed  on 
every  spot  whence  they  could  apnoy  the  ships  of 
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war,  which  \veie  now  stationed  in  thai  pari  of  ilie 
liver  which  faces  the  city. 

The  men  of  war  were   continually  engaged 

i  with  those  batteries  someof  which  they  bilenced, 

!  ind  enabled  the  British  troops  to  proceed  up  the 

I  river,  to  a  bay  about  three  miles  distant.     Here 

I  ihe  troops  landed  under  the  cannon  of  the  fleet, 

I  and  marched  dn^ectly  towards  the  city,  on  which 

!  Washington  retreated  with  his  men  to  the  north 

of  York-Island.    On  this  occasion,  he  lost  a  great 

;  part  of  his  artillery  and  military  stores,  yet  he 

engaged  the   British  troops  wherever  he  could 

make  an  advantageous  stand. 

Washington  had  been  particularly  careful  to 
fortify  the  pass  called  King's  bridge,  and  had 
chosen  this  position  for  his  army  with  the  great- 
est judgment.  He  could  advance  or  retire  at 
pleasiue,  without  any  danger  of  being  cut  ofl'in 
case  of  a  defeat.  Though  he  was  (Jetermiiied 
not  to  risk  a  general  engagement.  ^  et  in  o:der 
to  inure  his  troops  to  actual  service,  andc-.iihe 
same  time  annoy  the  enemy,  he  tniployed  them 
in  continual  skirmishes,  in  conseqiu  nee  of  which 
they  gradually  became  expert  soldiers. 

It  was  now  determined  to  force  th.e  Amci  icans 
to  a  greater  distance,  lest  others  of  their  cmis- 
saries  should  engage  in  an  attempt  to  desiroy 
the  city. — Accordingly,  General  Howe  left  a 
sufficient  garrison  at  Nev/  York,  and  embarhed 
his  army  in  flat  bottommxd  boats,  by  which  they 
y.  ere  conveyed  thro'  the  dangerous  passage  call- 
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ed  Hell-Gate  and  landed  near  the  town  of  West 
Chester,  on  the  continent. — After  havin^  fresh 
reinforcements,  the  Royai  army  made'^  such 
movements  as  threatened  to  distress  the  Ame, 
ricans,  by  cutting  of  their  supplies  of  provisions 
from  Connecticut,  and  thus  foFce  them  to  an  en- 
gaj^ement. 

Washington  held  a  council  of  war  ^'nh  his 
oflicers,  m  which  it  was  resolved  to  cnit  their 
present  position  and  extend  the  army  in  a  lon^ 
but  a  well  secured  line.  This  the  general  acconr. 
phshed,by  keeping  the  Erunx,  a  river  of  consid- 
erable depth,  in  front,  between  the  two  armies, 
with  the  North  river  on  his  rear. 

On  the  L^Sth  of  October,  at  break  of  dav,  the 
liritish  troops  divided  into  two  columns,  advan- 
ced  towards  the  White  Plains,  an  extent  of  hio-h 
ground,  iull  ofcraggy  hills  and  defiles. 

The  Americans  maintained  thek  ground  in 
Irom  till  noon,  when  they  were  attacked  with 
such  vigour  by  the  British  army,  that  they  were 
compelled  to  retire  to  their  intrenchments. 

During  the  night,  Washington,  ever  intent 
on  the  defence  and  pre'5ervation  of  his  army, 
ordered  several  additional  wor::s  to  be  thrown  up  ' 
m  irontotthe  lines,  in  con.eQuence  of  which  the 
iinglis li  general  thought  it  imprudent  to  attad; 
inm  till  the  arrival  of  reinforcements. 

On  mature  deliberation,  however,  WashinP-r 
ton  thought  it  adviseable  to  retreat  :  his  camp 
was  broken  up  on  the  ist  of  November,  i..d  |ic    ' 
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retired,  with  his  army,  into  a  mountainous  coun- 
try, called  the  Township  of  New-castle.  By 
these  judicious  movements,  he  avoided  a  general 
action.  His  system  was,  to  harrass  the  enemy, 
and  habituate  his  men  to  danger,  so  that,  when 
the  emergency  required  it,  they  might  be  able 
to  act  with  energy. 

^Vhen  General  Howe  found  that  all  his  at- 
teraps  o  bring  the  enemy  to  an  action  were  inef- 
fectivai-  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  Forts  W-ishington  and  Lee.  A  division 
of  his  armv  advanced  to  King's  Bridge,  from 
which  the  Americans  wiihdrev/  into  Fort  Wash- 
ington, which  Was  immediately  invested.  This 
fort  was  situued  on  the  western  side  of  New- 
Yor!;  i-Hnd,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  and  near- 
ly opposite  to  Fort  Lee,  which  had  been  lately 
erected  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  in  the 
province  of  Jersey.  Its  chief  strength  was  in  its 
siniaMon,  it  was  defended  by  3000  men,  well 
Bup  .;ed  with  artillery.  On  the  1 6th  of  Novem- 
be:  -^his  fort  was  attacked  by  the  British  army, 
in  four  divisions,  and,  after  a  resistance  of  some 
hours,  the  g-u-rison  was  overpowered,  and  obli> 
ged  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  full  command  of  the 
North-River,  it  was  also  necessary  to  reduce 
Fort  Lee.  For  this  piirpo5.e,  Lord  Cornwallis 
crossed  the  river,  landed  on  the  Jersey  shore, 
and  marched  with  all  possible  expedition  to  sur- 
prize the  garrison.  Being  apprized  of  his  approach 
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Ihey  evacuated  the  fort,  leaving  all  their  artillery 
and  warlike  stores  to  the  enemy.  _  Thus  both 
the  Jerseys  v/ere  laid  open  to  the  incursions  of 
the  British  troops.  They  penetrated  so  far,  that 
their  vvinter-quarters  extended  from  Mew-Bruns- 
wick to  the  river  Delaware  :  and  so  great  was 
the  consternation  of  the  Americans,  that,  had 
the  Brit'.'h  army  found  a  sufficient  number  of 
boats  to  ferry  them  over  tne  Delaware,  it  is  high- 
ly probable  that  Philadelphia  would  have  fallen 
into  their  hands. 

Meanwhile,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  undertook  an 
expedition  to  Rhode-Isiand,  and  became  master 
of  that  province,  without  the  lobs  of  a  man.  ^  The 
utfairs  of  the  Americans  also  woiu  an  inauspicious 
aspect  on  their  northern  frontiers,  where  Gene- 
ral Arnold  was  defeated  by  General  Carleton,  and 
compelled  to  retire  from  Crown-Point  to  Ticon- 
deroga. 

The  American  army  was  now  almost  disband- 
ed. As  the  time  for  which  the  soldiers  had  en- 
listed was  only  a  twelve-month,  at  the  expiration 
of  that  period,  having  fulfilled  their  agreement, 
they  returned  home,  in  consequence  of  which^ 
General  Washington  found  his  army  decreased 
from  30,000  to  3,000  men.  To  assist  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  as  much  as  possible.  General 
Lee  had  collected  a  body  of  forces  in  the  North, 
but,  on  his  way  Southward,  having  imprudently 
lodged  at  some  distance  from  the  troops,  he  was 
made  prisoner  by  a  party  of  British  light  dragooiis.5^ 
liyho  brpughthim  toNew-York. 
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The  capture  of  General  Lee  was  a  heavy  lc5S3 
0  the  Americans.  His  professional  knowledge 
">7as  great  both  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
tactics  ;  he  was  full  of  activity,  fertile  in  expe- 
(ients,  and  of  a  most  intrepid  and  enterprising 
disposition. 

Congress  now  exerted  themselves  to  retrieve 
their  losses,  and  to  recruit  their  army.  They 
were  furnished  with  a  jast  plea  foralterinc;  thciv 
Liode  of  enlisting  men  :  they  ordered  a  new 
?rmy  to  be  levied,  of  ^vhich  the  soldier  shoiihl 
l-e  bound  to  serve  3  years,  or  during  the  continii- 
unce  of  the  war.  The  most  liberal  erxourage- 
mentwas  to  be  given  to  recruits.— -Twenty  dol- 
l-ifs  was  allowed  to  every  soldier,  as  bounty,  be- 
sides an  allotment  of  lands,  at  the  end  of  the  war, 
lb  all  that  served,  and  to  the  families  of  those 
who  should  lose  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their 
country. 

All  the  provinces  e:^erted  themselves  in  this 
fcason  of  universal  danger,  and  hastened  to  send 
whatever  reinforcements  could  be  raised  to  theli* 
iivmy  that  lay  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia. 

Exclusive  of  the  dread  of  being  expo'sed  to  a 
victorious  enemy,  the  Americans  were  particu- 
hirly  apprehensive  of  the  Hessians,  and  other 
Cvrmans,  who  had,  on  every  occasion,  commit- 
ted the  most  barbarous  outrages.  Those  fere- 
'  ous  mercenaries  appropriated  every  thing  they 
Duldlay  their  hantis  upon,  and  plundered  a  peo- 
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pie  -who  not  only  detested  but  despised  them  foF 
their  meanness  and  rapacity. 

As  the  British  troops  lay  cantoned  on  the  banka 
of  the  Delaware,  and  only  waited  till  the  frost 
would  enable  them  to  cross  it,  the  Americans 
thought  it  advisable  to  remove  their  Congress  to 
Bahimore,  in  Maryland.  Meanwhile,  General 
Washington  continued  to  watch  over  the  safety 
of  his  country  ;  his  mind  was  continually  occupi- 
ed with  new  plans  for  the  protection  of  his  belov- 
ed America;  and  he  beheld,  with  filial  solicitude, 
the  dangers  that  threatened  her  liberties. 

The  British  army  now  occupied  a  chain  of 
towns  and  villages  throughout  the  heart  of  the 
Jerseys,  and  had  extended  their  quarters  to  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware.  General  Washington 
resolved  to  make  some  attempts  on  those  divi- 
sions of  the  enemy  that  lay  nearest  Philadelphia, 
and,  if  possible,  relieve  it  from  the  danger  to 
which  it  \yas  exposed. 

A  corps  of  Hessians  lay  at  Trenton,  another 
at  Bordenton,  some  miles  lower  down,  and  a 
third  at  Burlington.  These  towns  were  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  Delaware,  and  the  last  with- 
in 20  miles  of  Philadelphia.  The  Hessians, 
from  a  confidence  in  their  military  superiority, 
became  inattentive  to  the  motions  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  were  wholly  engaged  with  those  -i- 
centious  outrages  that  had  rendered  them  odi- 
ous to  all  the  inhabitants. 

Washington  prepared  to  surprize  the  enemy 
in  tlieir  quarters.     Accordingly,  he  formed  his 
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avmy  into  three  divisions — the  first  was  to  cross- 
the  Delaware  at  Trenton  ferry — the  second  be- 
low Bordenton — and  the  third  he  comnianded 
in  person,  accompanied  by  Generals  Sullivan 
and  Greene.  This  division  consisted  of  2000  of 
the  best  men  in  the  American  serrice,  whh  a 
train  of  20  lield  pieces.  On  the  25th  ot  Decem- 
ber, Washington  marched  at  the  head  of  his  di- 
vision, to  a  ferry  some  miles  above  Trenton, 
with  an  intention  to  pass  it  at  midnight,  which- 
would  enable  hini  to  arrive  at  Trenton  with  the 
dawn. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  tlic  progress 
of  this  little  army  of  patriots  wiihont  emotion. 
As  they  march  in  solcnm  silence,  without  one 
friendly  ray  to  guide  tlunr  footsteps,  what  must 
be  their  sensations  ?  On  the  success  of  their  en- 
teiprize  depends  the  freedom  and  happiness  of 
innumerable  millions  vet  unborn — on  its  failura 
av,  aits  every  evil  that  can  appai  the  heart.  The 
viituous  matron — the  innocent  child — the  chaste 
virgin,  all  depend  for  protection  on  this  heroic 
band.  As  they  proceed,  their  bosoms  throb 
with  anxiety,  while  all  the  ardour  of  the  soldier 
arises  to  overcome  apprehension  ;  neither  the  ri- 
gour of  a  winter's  night,  nor  the  certainity  of  pe- 
rils they  must  face  can  deter  them  from  their 
purpose.  Their  leader,  who,  like  an  eagle  dri- 
ven fiom  her  nest,  still  hovers  about  its  young, 
what  are  his  thoughts  1 — his  noble  heart  forbo- 
ccs  success,  he  inticipates  victorv  ;.  and,  v\hile 
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he  fcch  tlie  glow  of  heroism,  his  fortitude  is 
prepared  to  brave  evew  defeat  itself. 
^  In  consequence  of  the  delay  occasioned  by  the 
difficulty  m  breakiiit;  the  ice,  it  was  four  o'clock 
in  tiie  mornin'^  before  Washington  could  land 
his  troops,  with  their  s^rtillery  on  the  Jersey 
shore.  He  then'form-ed  his  men  into  two  grand 
divisions  ;  one  of  which  he  ordered  to  proceed 
by  the  lower  road,  and  he  led  the  other  by  the 
upper  ro-id  to  Trenton.  Though  it  was  now 
fcio<ht  o'clock,  the  enemy  did  not  discover  the 
approach  of  the  Americans  tiH  ttey  were  attack- 
ed by  Washington's  division,  and  in  three  minu- 
tes af.l.rwards^  the  lower  part  Of  the  town  was 
ass  died  by  the  other  detachment.  Colonel  RaN 
le,  who  commanded  the  Hessians,  made  every 
ctFort  that  could  be  expected  from  a  brave  vet- 
eran ;  but  he  was  mortally  wounded,  his  troops 
were 'completely  surrounded,  and  to  the  number 
Of  lono  men  laid  down  their  arms. 

This  victory  may  be  considered  as  one  ot  the 
most  foVtunate  Events  that  befel  the  Americans 
during  the  war.  Religious  individuals  attribut- 
ed this  success  to  the  interposition  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, that  had  suffered  America  to  be  redu- 
ced to  the  extreme  of  distress,  in  ©rder  to  teach 
them  not  to  place  their  reliance  on  their  own 
strength,  but  to  look  to  an  Omnipotent  Power 
lor  protection. 

Washington  repassed  the  Delaware,  and  his 
return  to  PiiihuU-lphia  with  such  a  eoiisiderable 
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number  of  prisoners,  was  both  pleasing  and  un- 
expected. To  surprize  a  body  of  veterans,  and 
defeat  tliem  in  their  own  quarters,  was  an  at- 
chievnient  that  excited  the  liveliest  emotions  of 
admiration  in  the  breasts  of  the  Americans. 
They  were  now  emulous  to  second  the  effort^ 
of  a  General  who  had  so  nobly  efiected  their  de- 
fence ;  men  of  energy  and  influence  were  dis- 
patched in  all  directions  to  rouze  the  militia,  and 
about  1500  of  the  American  troops,  whose  en- 
gagement was  nearly  expired,  agreed  to  serve 
six  wpeks  longer  for  a  gratuity  of  ten  dollars  to 
each. 

When  the  tiesslan  prisoners  were  secured, 
Washington  again  crossed  the  Delaware,  and 
took  possession  of  Trenton.  Several  detach-j 
ments  of  the  British  assembled  at  PrincetoUj 
where  they  were  joined  by  the  army  from  Bruns- 
wick, commanded  by  Lord  Coinwallis.  This 
general  now  marched  to  Trenton,  and  attackexl 
the  Americans  on  the  I'd  of  January,  1777,  at  4 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  vanguard  of  the 
Americans  was  compelled  to  retreat,  but  the 
pursuing  enemy  was  checked  by  some  fieldpieces 
which  were  posted  on  the  opposite  bank  of  San- 
pink  Greek.  Thus  two  armies,  on  which  the^ 
success  or  failure  of  the  American  Revolution 
depended,  were  crowded  into  the\illage  of  Tren- 
ton, and  only  separatedby  acreekin  many  places 
fordilble.  The  British  army  discontinued  their 
operations,  and  lay  en  their  arms  in  readiness  t^ 


(     64     ) 

-snake  another  attack  next  morning. — Mean- 
Avhile  Washington  ordered  the  baggage  to  be  si- 
lently removed,  and  having  left  fires  and  patroles 
in  his  camp  to  deceive  the  enemy,  he  led  his 
army  during  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  and  by 
a  circuitious  route  reached  Princeton. 

Washington  had  held  a  council  of  war  with 
his  officers,  in  which  this  movement  had  been 
determined  on,  as  the  most  likely  way  to  pre- 
serve the  city  of  Philadelphia  from  being  cap- 
tured by  the  British  army.  He  reached  Prince- 
ton early  in  the  morning,  and  would  have  sur- 
rounded three  regiments  of  British  Infantry  that 
were  stationed  there,  had  not  a  detachment  that 
was  marching  to  Trenton  descried  his  troops, 
and  dispatched  couriers  to  alarm  their  fellow 
.soldiers. 

On  their  approach  to  Princeton,  the  centre  of 
,the  Americans  was  charged  by  a  party  of  the 
British  troops,  and  cornpelled  to  retreat.  In  this 
jemer^^ncy,  Washington  rode  forward  ;  he  plac- 
ed himself  between  his  flying  troops  and  the 
€nemy.  The  Americans  encouraged  by  his 
exhortations  and  example,  rallied  and  attacked 
the  JBritish  in  turn  ;  and  tho'  Washington  wa? 
for  soiTfie  moments  between  two  fires,  he  provi- 
dentially escaped  without  a  wound.  During  this 
contest,  the  British  troops  displayed  the  most 
invincible  valour.  One  of  the  three  regiments 
-commanded  by  Colonel  Mawhood,  undismayed 
hy  the  superiority  of  the  Americans  in  point  pf 
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Tiumbers  charged  them  \vit.h  their  bayonets,  foix> 
ed  their  way  through  their  ranks,  and  marched 
forward  to  Maidenhead  ;  the  other  two  regi- 
ments retired  in  , excellent  order,  and  retreated 
to  Brunswick. 

The  British  General  was  so  much  disconcerted 
at  these  unexpected  manc£uvres  of  Washington, 
that  he  evacuated  Trenton,  and  retired  with  his 
>Yhole  force  to  Brunswick  ! 

Thus,  in  the  space  of  a  month,  all  that  part  of 
the  Jerseys  which  lies  hetv/een  Brunswick  and 
X)elav/are,  was  over-run  by  the  British  troops, 
and  recovered  by  the  Americans.  Washington 
stationed  troops  in  all  the  important  places  which 
he  had  regained,  and  the  campaign  of  \7t6  cIoj- 
ed  with  few  advantages  to  the  Eiitish  army,  ex- 
,cept  the  acquisition  of  Xe\v-York. 

During  these  hostile  opcrati-Mis,  both  artuics 
had  suffered  great  hardslups.  Many  of  tlie  Ame- 
rican soldiers  Wjcre  destitute  of  shoes,  and  their 
naked  feet  were  often  wounded  by  the  inequali- 
ties of  the  frozen  ground,  insomuch  that  thei:' 
footsteps  v/ere  marked  with  blood.  Their  Cloth- 
ing was  too  slight  for  the  rigorous  season  ;  there 
was  scarcely  a  tent  in  the  wlwle  army,  yrx  so 
enthusiastically  v/erc  thc-y  attached  to  their  gen- 
eral that  they  underwent  tliose  hardships  witb.- 
out  repining.  Washington  merited  this  gene- 
rous confidence  ;  his  benignity  to  his  troops,  the 
cheerfulness  with  which  he  participated  their  in- 
conveniences and  dangers,  and  tlic  heroism  which 
F2 
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he  displayed  in  the  heat  of  action,  commandea 
their  veneration.  In  the  actions  at  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  he  united  the  stratagem  of  Hannibal 
with  the  intrepidity  of  Caesar  ;  while  his  success 
animated  the  hopes,  and  roused  the  energies  of 
the  friends  of  American  Independence. 

Tho'  vested  with  extraordinary  powers  to  raise 
iroops,  he  found  it  very  difricult  to  keep  those 
he  had  togetlier.  A  few  were  iniluenced,  by 
ihe  persuasions  of  their  officers,  to  remain  and 
defend  the  common  cause,  but  the  major  part  of 
the  army  were  induced  to  serve  by  their  attach- 
TTient  to  their  general.  Indeed,  the  high  estima- 
tion in  whicJi  he  was  held  by  his  country-men, 
•was  of  the  greatest  efficacy  on  many  occasions, 
and  now  it  absolutely  prevented  the  troops  frpm 
disbanding  themselves. 

The  recruits  supplied  by  tlie  several  provinces 
fell  short  of  the  intended  number  ;  yet  M-hile  the 
!l]ritish  troops  were  detained  at  N.  York,  Wash- 
ington received  numerous  reinforcements.  He 
now  moved  from  his  winter  encampment  at  Mor- 
listown,  to  the  high  lands  about  Middle- JJrook,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Brunswick.  In  this  strong  posi^iion 
he  thiew  up  \vorks  along  the  front  of  his  hues, 
but  his  principal  advantage  was  the  difficulty  to 
approach  his  camp,  the  ground  being  so  judicious- 
ly occupied  as  to  expose  an  enemy  to  every  kind 
of  danger  in  an  attack.  On  the  one  side  he  co- 
vered the  Jerseys,  and  on  the  other  he  observed 
the  motions  ©1  the  British  army  at  Brunswicjk 
Cif  wliich  he  comnranded  a  full  prospect- 
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Many  stratagems  were  employed  by  the  13rit= 
jsh  General  to  draw  Washington  from  his  stronc^ 
situation,  but  without  effect,  so  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  make  an  attempt  on  Philadelphia 
by  sea. 

On  the  23d  of  July,  the  British  fleet  sailed  from 
Sandy  Hook,  with  36  battalions  of  British  and 
Hessian  infantry,  a  regiment  of  light  dragoons, 
and  a  corps  of  American  Loyalists  on  board.  Af- 
ter a  tedious  navigation,  they  went  wp  the  river 
Elk  as  tar  as  was  practicable.  Here  the  army 
landed,  without  opposition,  on  the  35th  of  August. 
Part  of  the  troops  were  left  to  guard  the  stores, 
while  General  Howe  proceeded,  with  the  main 
body,  to  the  head  of  the  Elk. 

When  Washington  received  iaformation  that 
the  British  :leet  had  sailed  up  the  Chesapeake, 
lie  marche<:l  with  all  ^X)ssible  eKpediiion  to  the 
defence  of  Philadelphia.  His  army^  amounting 
to  12,000  men,  passed  thro'  that  city  to  meet  the 
British  forces,  which  consisted  of  15  000.  He 
encamped  on  the  Brandywine  Creek,  about  m.id- 
■vvay  from  the  Elk  to  Philadelphia,  and  sent  de- 
tachments to  harass  the  Brilifch  army  on  their 
march. 

On  the  approax:h  of  the  enemy,  Washington 
retired  to  the  side  of  the  Creek  next  Philadel[)iii.i, 
with  a  determination  to  dispute  the  passage.  On 
the  1  Ith  of  September,  the  royal  army  advanced 
to  the  attack  at  day -break,  and  after  a  well  con- 
tested battle,  which  lasted  t;ll  night  the  Ameri* 


<     63     ) 

■cans  were  defeated  with  the  loss  of  1000  killed 
and  wounded,  besides  500  taken  prisoners.  Op 
tiie  side  Qf  the  conquerers,  the  loss  did  not  exceed 
500.  The  victory  was  so  complete,  that  dark- 
ness alone  prevented  the  pursuit  and  consequent 
.destruction  or  capture  of  the  whole  provincial 
army.  The  greatest  valour  had  been  displayed 
by  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  both  sides.  A- 
mong  the  American  troops  who  distinguished 
themselves rnost,  were  the  Virginians,  who,  from 
their  affection  for  Washington,  had  on  all  occa.- 
sions  evinced  the  greatest  intrepidity  and  enthu- 
siasm. 

Immediately  after  the  battle  the  Americans 
retired  to  Chester,  whence  Washington  wrote  an 
account  of  his  defeat  to  the  president  of  Congress. 
His  letter  is  dated  1 2  o'clock  at  nigh^,  and  is  per? 
haps  the  most  faithful  picture  ever  given,  of  the 
Tefiections  of  a  great  mind  amid  disaster  and  dif- 
ficulty. His  troops  tho'  defeated  were  not  disr 
pirited,  and  they  considered  their  misfortune 
rather  as  the  consequence  of  superior  skill  on  the 
side  of  their  enemies,  than  as  proceeding  from 
any  defect  of  valour  on  theirs. 

Congress,  which  had  returned  from  Baltimore 
to  Philadelphia,  were  now  obliged  to  retire  a  sec- 
ond time.  They  went  first  to  Lancaster,  and  af- 
terwards to  York-Town. 

General  Howe,  at  the  head  of  the  vanguard  of 
his  army  entered  Philadelphia  in  triumph  on  the 
26th  of  September,  and  the  main  body  of  the 
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IBritish  army  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ci- 
ty. The  American  army  was  posted  at  Skippach 
Creek  sixteen  miles  distant.  When  Washington 
received  the  intelligence  that  the  British  army 
was  divided,  he  resolved  to  surprise  the  camp  of 
the  principal  division  at  German  Town — Accor- 
dingly, on  the  3d  of  October,  in  the  evening,  he 
marched  in  great  silence,  and  about  2  o'clock  in 
the  morning  he  reached  the  British  camp,  and 
immediately  made  the  requisite  dispositions  for 
an  attack.  The  patroles  discovered  his  approach, 
and  the  troops  were  called  to  arms. 

The  Americans  assailed  the  camp  with  the 
greatest  intrepidity,  but  they  were  received  with 
such  bravery,  that,  after  a  very  hot  action,  they 
were  repulsed,  and  compelled  to  retreat  with 
•considerable  loss. 

When  the  nev/s  that  Philadelphia  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  royal  army  reached  the  northern 
colonies,  they  sent  a  reinforcement  of  4000  of 
their  best  men  to  Washington.  On  their  arriv- 
al, he  advanced  within  14  miles  of  the  city,  and 
fixed  himself  in  a  strong  encampment  at  White 
Marsh.  The  British  general  marched  out  of 
Philadelphia  in  the  be, ginning  of  December,  to 
afford  Washington  an  opportunity  of  coming  to 
a  general  engagement,  but  he  was  determined 
to  act  merely  on  the  defensive.  Finding  that  he 
could  not  provoke  the  enemy  to  engage.  Gen- 
eral Howe  returned  to  the  city  on  the  Sth  of 
Decenvber,  and  his  army  went  into  winter  quar- 
ters. 
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Washington  now  removed  his  cainp  to  Val- 
ley Forge  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  about 
15  miles  fix)m  Philadellihia.  In  this  strong  po- 
sition he  could  observe  every  motion  of  the 
British  army.  Huts  -were  erected,  in  order  to 
))rotect  his  army  from  the  rigour  of  winter. 
The  willingness  with  which  the  troops  consented 
to  undergo  the  various  hardships  of  so  unco|n- 
fortable  a  situation,  was  a  proof  of  the  waiipth  of 
their  sttachment  to  their  General,  and  their  de- 
termination to  defend  their  country. 

While  the  British  army  were  thus  successful 
in  the  middle  colonies,  more  im])ortant  and  de- 
risive events  happened  in  the  northern  provinces. 
General  Burgoyne  was  sent  at  the  head  of  a  vet- 
eran army,  to  make  a  vigoroijs  campaign  upon 
the  lakes  and  in  the  adjoining  provinces.  He 
first  took  possession  of  Ticonderoga,  then  cros- 
sed Ltike  George,  and  encamped  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hudson  near  Saratoga.  Here  his  pro- 
stress  was  checked  by  the  Americans  under  Gen- 
eral Gates  :  and  after  two  severe  actions,  he  was 
forced  to  surrender  on  the  iTth  of  October,  1777. 
This  evert  diftused  an  universal  joy  throughout 
the  United  States.  The  European  nations, 
and  France  in  particular,  who  from  prejudice  or 
envy,  had  so  long  been  desirous  of  the  downfall 
of  British  grandeur,  received  this  news  with 
open  exultation.  Indeed,  several  individuals  in 
France  had  exerted  themselves  in  favour  of  the 
Americans.     A  number  of  brave  and   experien- 
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€ed  offic(?i's  of  the  Irish  brigade  volunteered  iri 
the  cause  of  the  British  Colonies,  against  their 
parent  State  ;  and  even  some  of  the  young  no- 
bility of  France  were  emulous  to  distinguish 
themselves  on  this  occasion.  The  most  conspi- 
cuous of  these,  were  the  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette ;  Roche  du  Fermoy,  who  served  in  the  ar- 
my that  acted  against  General  Burgoyne  :  De 
Coudray,  a  French  officer  of  rank  ;  and  Baron 
St.  Ovary. 

.  By  the  assistance  of  these  auxiliaries,  the 
Americans  daily  improved  in  discipline,  and  the 
successful  close  of  the  campaign  on  the  frontiers, 
cheered  them  with  the  most  pleasing  e>:pectu- 
tions  respecting  the  issue  of  the  war. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  17/8,  a  treaty  of  al- 
liance between  France  and  America  was  signed 
by  the  contracting  parties.  Washington  appoint- 
ed a  day  for  the  whole  army  to  celebrate  this 
event,  and  it  was  observed  with  the  greatest 
military  pomp. 

In  May,  General  Howe  took  his  departure  fci' 
England,  and  the  chief  command  of  the  British 
army  devolved  on  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

The  English  commissioners,  appointed  by 
the  British  Ministry  to  attempt  a  reconciliation 
with  the  Colonies,  arrived  at  New-York  in  the 
beginning  of  June,  but  before  they  could  re- 
ceive an  answer  from  Congress,  General  Clin- 
ton evacuated  Philadelphia,  after  tlie  BriusU 
army  had  kept  possession  of  it  for  nine  raoalhs. 
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This  event  took  place  on  the  18th  ovJune,  and* 
it  was  considered  by  the  Americans  as  the  har- 
binger of  their  Independanec.  They  asserted, 
that  ihe  strentrth  of  Britian  was  broken  on  the 
American  continent,  and  that  the  army  retreat- 
ed towards  the  sea,  to  be  in  readiness  to  em- 
bark, if  the  exigencies  of  Britain  required  its 
assistance. 

The  British  army  marched  out  of  Philadel- 
phia at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  crossed 
the   Delaware  before  noon,  with  all  its  baggage. 

Washington  had  been  apprised  of  this  move- 
ment, and  dispatched  expresses  into  the  Jerseys 
to  collect  troops.  He  passed  the  Deleware  with 
the  main  body  of  his  army,  and  was  hourly  join- 
ed bv  reinforcements  of  regular  troops  and  mi- 

General  Clinton  retreated  across  the  country 
towards  Sandy  Hook,  whence  a  passage  to  New- 
York  might  be  easily  effected.  In  the  mean 
time,  Washington  pursued  the  British  army 
he  sent  the  Marquis  cle  la  Fayette  with  a  detach- 
ment of  chosen  troops  to  harass  the  rear  of  the 
enemy  ;  General  Lee,  who  had  been  lately  ex- 
changed,  followed  with  a  division  to  support  him, 
and  Washington  himself  moved  with  the  main 
body  to  sustain  the  whole. 

On  the  27ih  of  June,  the  British  army  en- 
camped in  a  strong  position  at  Monmouth,  near 
Freeiroid  ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  the 
van  division  of  the  Americans  under  General 
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LeC)  commenced  the  attack  by  a  severe  cannon* 
ade  ;but  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  had  made  such  ju-» 
dicious  arrangements  of  his  troops,  that  the  ene- 
my were  unable  to  make  any  impression  on  his 
rear. 

The  British  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  en- 
gaged the  Americans  with  such  vigour,  that 
their  first  li»ne,  commanded  by  General  Lee, 
-was  completely  broken  ;  their  second  line  ^yas 
also  defeated  ;  they  both  rallied  however,  and 
posted  themselves  with  a  morass  in  their  front. 
They  were  again  charged  by  the  British  troops, 
and  were  with  difficulty  preserved  from  a  total 
defeat  by  the  junction  of  their  main  body  under 
Washington. 

In  this  action  the  bravery  and  discipline  of 
the  British  troops  were  conspicuous.  They  had 
forced  an  enemy  superior  in  number  from  two 
strong  positions,  and  had  endured  excessive  fa- 
tigue both  from  the  intense  heat  of  the  day  and 
unremitting  toil.  Th«  loss  of  the  royal  army 
was  about  500  men,  and  that  of  the  AmGricans 
was  considerable. 

General  Lee,  who  commanded  the  van  divi- 
sion of  the  American  army  in  the  action  at  Mon- 
mouth, was,  in  consequence  of  his  misconduct, 
put  under  arrest,  tried  by  a  Court-martial,  and 
sentenced  to  a  temporary  suspension  from  hia 
command. 

Washington,  after  the  retreat  of  the  British 
army,  marched  to  White  Plain*  near  King's 
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Bfidge,  where  he  encamped.  He  remained  m 
this  position  till  the  latter  end  of  autumn,  when 
he  retired  to  Middle-Brook,  in  Jersey.  Herer 
his  army  erected  huts,  similar  to  those  they  had 
made  at  Valley-Forge,  and  went  into  winter- 
quarters. 

In  May,  1779,  General  Clinton  sent  a  divi- 
sion of  the  British  army  to  take  Stoney-Point,  a 
fctrong-  fort  on  the  western  side  of  the  Noith- 
Eiver.  This  expedition  was  successful,  as  the  dis- 
tance at  which  Wcishington  lay  with  his  army 
prevented  him  from  giving  any  assistance  to  the 
garrison.  The  British  General  fortified  Stoney- 
Foiut  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  encamped  at 
Phiiipsburb,  half  way  between  that  fortress  and 
Nev.  -York,  to  be  in  readiness  to  compel  Wash- 
in;<ion  to  an  engagement,  if  he  should  leave  his 
station  in  Jersey. 

In  order  to  counteract  these  operations,  Wash- 
in-"-'-  ■  ''^  ?.nced  towards  the  British  army.  lie 
tc  ;;>;  position  at  West-Point,  or,thc  banks 

o-  11" ;  ..^. nth-River,  and  formed  a  design  to  re- 
cover Stoney-Point  by  surprise .  He  sent  Gener- 
al WiAvre,  'one  of  the  most  intrepid  officers  in 
hif  ;.riuv,  to  conduct  this  enterprise.  Wayne, 
at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of  chosen  men,  arri- 
ved in  the  eveuing  ofthe  1 5th  of  July  withia 
sight  of  Stonev-Point.  He  formed  bis  meia  into 
two  c(  itnnns  with  orders  to  use  the  bayonetcnlyo 
Tlie  right  coiinun  was  conmvanded  by  himself 
5ii  person,  the  left  by  major  Stewart,  a  bold  and 
jtctive  officer.     At  'iXiidnight,  the  two  columns 
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mavched  to  the  attack,  from  the  opposite  sides 
of  the  works,  which  were  surrounded  with  n  mo- 
rass and  two  rows  of  abbatis,  well  provided  with 
artillery.  The  Amerieans  were  opposed  by  a 
tremenduous  fire  of  musketry  and  gr^ipe  shot, 
but  they  pressed  forward  with  the  bayonet,  and 
both  columns  met  in  the  centre  of  the  works, 
where  the  garrison,  amounting  to  500  men,  were 
oblio;cd  to  surrender  prisoners  of  war. 

When  the  Bihish  General  received  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  surpiise  of  Stony  Point,  he  march- 
ed with  his  army  to  reta-kc  it,  and  as  Washing- 
ton did  not  consider  the  possession  of  that  fortress 
.of  sufficient  importance  to  risk  a  general  action, 
he  demolished  the  works,  and  carried  off  the 
artillery. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1779,  General 
Clinton  sailed  from  New-York,  with  a  consider- 
able body  of  troops  to  attack  Charleston  in 
South-Carolina,  where  General  Lincoln  comman- 
ded. After  a  close  siege  of  6  weeks  the  town 
was  surrendered  to  the  British  General,  and  the 
whole  American  garrison  made  priboners.  In 
August  17S0,  Lord  CornwaUis  defeated  the  A- 
mericans,  under  General  Gates,  at  Camden  in 
South  Carolma.  and  he  cifterwards  marched  thro* 
the  Southern  States  without  opposition. 

During  the  fummer  of  1780,  the  Britlfh 
troops  made  frequent  incurfions  from  New- York 
into  the  Jerfeys,  and  an  unfaccefsful  attempt 
'was  made  by  G^neriil  Knyphaufen  with  TOGO 
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men  to  furptife  the  advanced  pofts  of  Wan»n^- 
*on  s  army.      So  great  were  the  neceffities  of  th6 
Anier,can  army,  that  Waihington  was  obliged 
to  call  on  the  magiftrates  of  the  adjacent  coun, 
ties  tor  fpec.fied  quantities  of  provifions  ;  nay, 
'^w^s  lometimes  compelUd    to  fend  detach, 
ru  of  his  troops   to  take  nece/faries  at  the 
r.i  of  the  bayonet  from  the  citizens.     This 
■rcrtywus  principally  owing  to  the  deprecla- 
'on  ot  the  paper  currency,  which  difcoura^ed 
;:e  farmers  from  felling  their  provifions  to  the 
^^' y^y.   The  fituation  of  Wafhington  was  peculi, 
ar.v  Pmbarr.ffing-the  army  looked  to  him  for 
•«Hceff.r,e..  and  the   people  for  the  protedlion 
of  rhe,rrrnpe,ry;     Hk   prudence  furmounted 
hefo  ctifficuuies  and  Congrefs  fent  a  Commit, 
tee  of  cheu  own  body  to  his  camp,  to   concert 
menfures  for  the  payment   and  fupply  of  the 

''"^^n  x.^n  '^^  ^''^"^P'  ^^  ^^^  ^^itifh  army 
3p.n  a  Waihington  had  made  no  imprefflon 
of  anv  coniequence,  the  Americans  began  to 
^cover  from  the  alarm  which  the  lofs  of 
C.ar  .eftown  had  excited.  Warm  exhortations 
were  made  to  the  people  by  Congrefs,  in  which 
tliey  were  calle  .  upon  by  every  motive  that 
could  animate  them  to  ad  with  fpirit  andpromp.- 
Citnuf  agamft  Great  Britain. 

In  the  aean  time,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  retura- 
s^a  with  his  victorious  army  from  Charlefton  i 
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and  General  Arnold  who  had  beenentrufted  witk 
the  command  of  a  very  confiderable  divifion 
of  the  American  aimy  at  WeRPoint,  agreed  to 
deliver  up  that  impoitant  pod  to  the  Biitifh 
Genera'..  AsWalhmgton  h.id  fet  outfor  Hart- 
ford to  hold  a  conference  with  Count  de  Roch- 
ambeau,  the  negociation  between  Sir  Henry 
CHnton  and  Airioid  was  can  led  on  with  greater 
facihty  during  hi^.-bfence.  The  agent  employ- 
ed by  the  Brltiih  General  was  Major  Andre,  a 
younj^^  officer  of  uncommon  merit.  To  favour 
the  neceiUiry  communications,  the  Vulture 
floop  of  war  had  been  previously  ftatloned  in  the 
North-River,  and  a  boat  was  fent  at  night  from 
the  (hore  to  fetch  Major  Andre — When  he  had 
received  fuch  inftructions  as  related  to  his  bu- 
finefs,  he  fet  out  on  his  return,  but  was  inter- 
cepted and  all  his  papers  fiezed.  Arnold  ef- 
caped  on  board  the  Vukure,  but  Major  Andre 
was  brought  before  aboard  of  General  Officers, 
by  whom  he  was  confidered  as  a  fpy,  and  fen- 
tenced  to  death.  The  officers  who  figned  the 
condemnation  of  Andre,  and  even  Walhington 
himfelf,  teftified  the  fmcereft  grief  at  the  ne- 
ceffity  they  declared  themfelves  under  of  com- 
plying with  the  rigorous  laws  eftabhlhed  in  fuch 
cafes. 

At  the  clcfe  of  the  year  1 780,  the  American 
army  felt  the  rigour  of  the  feafon  with  peculiar 
G  2 
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circTimftances  of  aggravation  by  want  of  pay, 
clothing,  &c.  The  troops  had  been  enlifted  for 
S  years,  which  were  now  expired,  and  incenfed 
at  fo  long  a  continuance  of  hardlhips,  an  infur- 
re<aion  broke  out  in  the  Pennfylvania  line,  which 
v/as  followed  by  that  of  New- Jei  fey.  The 
complaints  of  thefe  foldiers  being  well  founded, 
were  redrefsed,  and  a  general  amnefty  clofed 
the  bofmefs.  That  part  of  the  American  army 
which  was  under  the  command  of  Wafhington 
did  not  efcape  the  contagion  of  revolt.  He 
prudently  remained  in  his  quarters,  where  his 
prefencej  and  the  lefpeft  and  affection  for  his 
perfon,  tho'*  it  did  not  prevent  murmurs,  kept 
his  men  within  booads,  and  prevented  a  muti- 

The  campaign  of  1781,  was  opened  with 
great  vigour  by  the  Britifh  army  in  CaroUna» 
i\ft£T  feveral  fliirmifkes  with  various  fuec^s, 
the  two  armies  under  Lord  Cornwallis  and  Ge- 
neral Greene,  met  at  Guilford,  on  the  15th  of 
March  ITSlj  and  after  a  well  conte^ed  action^, 
the  Britidi  remained  mailers  of  the  field* 
Lord  Cornwallis  afterwards  marched  into  Vir- 
ginia, where  notwithftanding  the  advantages  he 
gained  over  the  Americans,  his  fituation  be- 
came very  critical.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was 
prevented  from  fending  him  reinforcementj  as 
lie  was  apprehenfive  that  Wafbingtoa  intended 
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to  attack  New-Yoik.  The  American  Ccm- 
mander  in  chief  employed  great  fineile  to  de- 
ceive the  Britilh  general,  and  by  a  variety  of 
judicious  manoeuvres,  kept  him  in  continual 
alarm. — In  the  mean  time,  Lord  Cornwallis 
took  poireflion  of  Yoik  Town,  in  Virginia,  and 
he  was  followed  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
who  had  been  difpatched  by  Wafnington  with 
2000  liiyht  infantry  to  watch  the  motions  of  the 
Britifh  army. 

On  the  30th  of  Augnd,  Count  de  GrafTe 
anchored  in  Chefapeake  Bay,  with  24  fliips  of 
the  line.  He  landed  troops  to  co-operate  with 
WaOiTjigton,  who  had  moved  with  the  main  b6- 
dy  of  his  army  to  the  fouihvf  ard,  and  when  he 
heard  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  in  the 
Chefapeake,  he  proceeded  by  foi  ced  marches  to 
the  head  cf  the  Elk,  which  he  cioifed  and  pro- 
ceeded to  York  Town. 

Wafhington  now  invefted  York  Town,  with 
an  army  of  i  5,000  Americans,  and  9000  French. 
He  had  lele6ted  his  beO:  troops  for  this  impor- 
tant occafion,  and  the  French  were  chofen  out 
of  the  hraveft  corps  in  France. 

The  French  and  American  batteries  mount- 
ed with  50  pieces  of  cannon,  were  opened  a- 
gainft  York  Town  on  the  night  of  the  6th  of 
0<5iober,  and  an  inceflant  fire  was  kept  np  till 
lUe  Hlh,  when  two  detachments  of  the  befie^- 
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ers  attacked  and  ftormed  two  redoubts  In  front 
of  the  Britifh  works.  The  befiaged  were  now 
fo  reduced  by  ficknefs,  and  the  accidents  of  war 
th  hey  '^mounted  only  to  5,600  effedive  men. 
M.  .n  while,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  feieded  7000  of 
h:s  hell  'roops,  which  he  embarked  at  New- 
Yoik,  on  board  the  Britiili  fleet,  with  a  deter- 
iri'naiion  to  fuccour  the  army  under  Lord  Corn- 
^a.\Us  ;  but  the  garrifon  at  York  Town  having 
per  fevered  to  the  utmoft  extremity,  and  no 
profped  of  relief  appearing,  a  negociation  was 
opened  with  Wafliington,  and  the  troops  and 
feamen  were  obliged  to  furrender  themfelves 
prifoners  of  war.  Thus  terminated  the  deci« 
five  campaign  of  1780,  which  realiled  Ameri. 
can  Independence, 

Soon  after  the  capture  of  Lord  Cornwallis, 
the  Britifh  aimament  appeared  off  the  Chefa- 
peake,  in  the  latter  end  of  October,  but  to  their 
jnortification,  they  were  appiifed  that  the  army 
under  Lord  Cornwallis  had  furrendered. 

Wafliington  felt  all  the  hcneft  exultation  of 
a  patriot  at  this  event.  The  orders  publifhed 
in  his  camp,  on  the  20th  of  October,  were 
ftrongly  expreflive  of  his  satisfaction.  He  eon* 
gratulated  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  com- 
bined armies  on  their  fuccefh,  and  iffued  a  gen- 
eral pardon  to  all  perfons  in  the  Continental 
army  who  were  under  arreft,  **  that  every  heart 
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might  partake  of  the  general  joy."  Nor  did 
be  omit  what  he  knew  would  be  peculiarly 
acceptable  to  the  religious  turn  of  many  of  his 
countrymen.  His  orders  concluded  with  a  par- 
ticular  injundion,  «  That  a  thanksgiving  fer- 
vice  fhould  be  peiformed,"  at  which  it  was 
folemnly  recommended  to  the  troops  to  affift 
with  that  ferioufnefs  and  fenfibility  of  heart, 
which  ihe  furprifmg  interpofition  of  Providence 
in  their  favour  fo  juftly  claimed. 

Wafhington  was  folicitous  that  the  prifon- 
ers  of  war  fhould  be  well  treated.  By  his  or- 
ders, they  were  diftrlbuted  in  the  provinces  of 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennfylvania,  and  their 
allowance  was  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Ameri- 
can army. 

Congrefs  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  Wafh- 
ington, CouRt  Rochambeau,  Count  de  Graffe, 
and  all  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  combined 
armies,  for  the  fervices  they  had  performed. 
They  alfo  refolved,  «  That,  in  remembrance 
ofthefurrenderof  the  Britilh  army,  a  maible 
column  Oiould  be  ereded  at  York  Town,  Vir- 
ginia, adorned  with  emblems  of  the  alliance  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca,  and  infcribed  with  a  fuccin<fl  account  of  the 
memorable  event  it  was  intended  to  commemo- 


rate.' 


Wafhington  now  returned  with  the  principal 


1 


(     S2     ) 

part  ofhisarmy  to  the  vicmky  of  New-York, 
where,  as  he  was  unable  to  reduce  that  city,  he 
v/ent  into  winter  quarters.  The  only  appear- 
ances of  an  exifting  war  were  Some  ikirmifh- 
es  and  predatory  excurfions. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  1782,  Sir  Guy  Carletoa 
arrived  at  New-York,  being  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  Briti(h  army  in  America.  Immedi- 
ately on  his  arrival,  he  acquainted  Wafliington 
and  Congrefs,  that  negociations  for  a  peace  had 
commenced  at  Paris,  Meanwhile,  the  Brjtifii 
troops  evacuated  all  their  poftsin  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  and  retired  to  the  main  army 
at  New  York. 

Preliminary  articles  of  peace  were  figned  at 
Palis  on  the  30th  of  November,  1782,  by  Mr. 
Fitzherbert  and  Mr.  Ofwald,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  and,  by  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams 
Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr,  LawTens,on  thepaitof  the 
United  States.  By  this  treaty  his  Majefty  ac 
knowledged  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  to 
be  *'  free,  fovereign  and  independent  States.' 
As  military  operations  were  now  entirely 
fufpended  j  it  was  no  longer  neceffary  to  keep 
the  Ameiican  army  embodied.  The  States, 
however,  were  unable  to  pay  them  the  arrears 
due  for  their  ineftimable  fervices,  andthofemen 
who  had  fpent  the  prime  of  their  days  in  de- 
fence of  their  country,  were  now  to  be  difmiff- 
ed  without  a  reward. 
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An  attempt  was  made  by  anonymous -papers 
to  incite  the  officers  and  foldiers  to  revolt. 
Wafliington,  who  was  then  in  tiie  camp,  faw 
the  danger,  and  exerted  his  influence  to  pre- 
vent it.  At  a  meeting  of  the  general  and  field 
officers,  with  oae  officer  from  each  company, 
the  commander  in  Chief  addreffed  them  ina 
pathetic  fpeech,  in  which  he  conjured  them, 
*^as  they  valued  their  honour,  as  they  refpedl- 
ed  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  as  they  regard- 
ed the  military  and  national  character  of  Ame- 
rica, to  exprefs  their  utmoft  deteftation  of  the 
man  who  was  attempting  to  open  the  flood- 
gates of  civil  difcord,  and  deluge  their  rifing 
empire  with  blood.  Waffiington  then  retired. 
The  officers,  foftened  by  the  eloquence  of  their 
beloved  commander,  entered  into  a  refolution, 
by  which  they  declared,  "  that  no  circumftance 
of  diflrefs  or  danger  fhould  induce  a  condudt 
that  might  tend  to  fully  the  reputation  and 
glory  they  had  acquired  ;  that  the  army  contin- 
ued to  have  an  inifhaken  confidence  in  the  jus- 
tice of  Congrefs  and  their  Country,  and  that 
they  viewed  with  abhorrence,  and  reje(n:ed  witli 
difdain,  the  infamous  propofitions  in  the  late  a- 
nonymousaddiefs  to  the  officers  of  ihe  army." 

The  fortitude  and  patriotifm  of  Waffiington 
were  in  no  inftance  of  more  elTcjntial  fervice  te 
America,^  than  on  this  momentous  '*bccaflon. 
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Inftead  of  making  the  dlfconteat  of  the  arm/ 
inftrumental  to  his  own  ambitiou,  and  ufurp* 
ing  the  goverment,  this  magnanimous  patriot 
foothed  the  paffionsf-f  hisfoldiers,  and  preferved 
inviolate  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1?83,  Congrefs 
iffued  a  proclamation,  in  which  the  armies  of 
the  United  States  were  applauded  for  theif 
"long  eminent  and  faithful  fervices/'  Con- 
grefs then  declared  it  to  be  their  pleafure,  "that 
fuch  part  of  their  Federal  arrnies  as  ftood  en* 
gaged  to  serve  during  the  v/ar,  fhould,  from 
and  after  the  3d  day  of  November  next,  be  abfo* 
lately  difcharged  from  the  faid  fervice." 

Walhington's  "  Farewell  orders  to  the  ar* 
mies  of  the  United  States,"  dated  Roeky-Hil!, 
near  Princeton,  2d  Nov.  1783,  is  a  pathetic 
exhortation,  in  which  the  disintereftednefs  of 
the  Patriot  is  blended  with  the  wifdom  of  the 
Philofopher. — it  contains  the  following  intereft- 
sng  and  impreffive  parages. 

"  It  only  remains  for  the  commander  ill 
Chief  to  addrefs  himfelf  once  more,  and  for  the 
laft  time,  to  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  bid  them  an  affectionate — a  long  fare- 
well. 

"  It  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  that  theeft- 
Sarged  profpect  of  happinefs  opened  by  the  ef- 
labli&mentof  our  Independence,  almo^  exceed 
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the  power  of  defcrlption  ;  and  fnall  not  the 
brave  men  who  have  contributed  fo  elTentially  to 
this  ineftimable  acqulfition,  retiring  victoiious 
from  the  field  of  war  to  the  field  of  agriculture, 
participate  in  all  the  bleflings  which  have  been 
obtained  r — In  fuch  a  Republic,  who  will  ex- 
clude them  from  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  the 
fruits  of  their  labours  ? — To  thofe  hardy  foldi° 
ers  who  are  actuated  by  the  fpirit  of  adventure, 
the  fifiieries  will  afford  an  ample  and  profitable 
employment  ;  and  the  fertile  regions  of  the 
Weft  will  yield  a  moft  happy  affylum  to  thofe 
•who,  fond  of  domeftic  enjoyment,  are  feeking 
for  perfonal  independence. 

"  The  commander  in  Chief  conceives  little 
is  now  wanting  to  enable  the  foldiers  to  change 
the  military  character  into  that  of  the  Citizen  ; 
but  that  fteady  and  decent  tenour  of  behaviour 
which  has  generally  diftmguifiied  not  only  the 
army  under  his  immediate  command,  but  the 
different  detachments  and  feparate  armies, thro' 
the  courfe  of  the  war — from  their  good  fenfe 
and  pudence,  he  anticipates  the  happleft  con^ 
fequences  ; — and,  while  he  eongiatulates  them 
en  the  glorious  occafion  which  renders  their  fer- 
vices  in  the  field  no  longer  necefiary,  he  wifiies 
to  exprefs  the  ftrong  obligation  he  feels  himfelf 
under,  for  the  afiiftance  he  has  received  from 
•very  clafs,  and  in  every  ijifLance,  To  the  va- 
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rious  branches  of  the  army,  the  General  tafcfs 

this  laft  and  folemia  opportunity  of  profeiliisg 
his  inviolable  attachment  and  friendfliip — He 
wifhes  more  than  bare  profeflions  vi-ere  in  his 
powei — that  he  was  really  able  to  be  ufeful  to 
them  in  future  life.  And  being  now  to  con- 
clude thefe  his  laft  public  orders,  to  take  his  ul- 
timate leave,  in  a  fhort  time,  of  the  militaiy 
character,  and  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the  ar- 
mies he  hasfo  long  had  the  honour  to  command, 
he  can  only  again  offer,  in  their  behalf,  his  re- 
commendations to  their  grateful  Country,  and 
his  prayers  to  the  God  of  Armies.  May  am- 
ple juftice  be  done  them  here,  and  may  tine 
choiceft  of  Heaven's  favours  both  here  and  here- 
after attend  thofe  who,  under  the  Divine  auf- 
pices,  have  fecured  innumerable  bleflings  for 
others! With  thefe  wifhes,  and  this  benedic- 
tion, the  Commander  in  chief  is  about  to  re- 
tire from  fervice.  The  curtain  of  feparation 
will  foon  be  drawn,  and  the  mihtary  fcer^,  to 
him,  will  be  clofed  for  ever." 

To  this  addrefs,  the  army  that  remained  at 
Wefl  Point,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudfon,  fent 
a  moft  lefpeafuiand  sffeaionate  anfwer.  After 
returning  thanks  to  their  General,  for  his  exer- 
tions in  their  favour,  they  exprefs  their  feelings 
in  the  following  bold  and  figurative  language  : 
«  Regardlefsof  prefent  iufferings,  we  look- 


(     ST     ) 

ed  forward  to  the  end  of  our  toils  and  dangers, 
to  brighter  fcenes  in  profpeft.  There  we  be- 
held  the  genius  of  our  Country  dignified,  by  our 
Sovereigty  and  Independance,  fupported  by 
JaSice,  and  adorned  with  every  liberal  Virtue. 
There  we  faw  patient  Hufbandry  fearlefs  ex- 
tend her  cultivated  field,  and  animated  Com- 
merce  fpread  her  fails  to  every  wind.  There 
we  beheld  fair  Science  lift  her  head,  with  all  the 
Arts  attending  in  her  train.  There,  bled  with 
Freedom,  we  faw  the  human  Mind  expand,  and 
throwing  afide  the  rellraints  which  confined  it 
to  the  narrov?  bounds  of  country)  it  embraced 
the  world.  Thofe  animating  profpecls  are  now 
chaDging  to  realities,  and  actively  to  have  con- 
tributed to  their  production,  is  our  pride,  our 
glory." 

New- York  was  evacuated  by  theBritifli  troops 
about  3  weeks  after  the  difcharge  of  the  Amer- 
ican army.  Meanwhile,  Walhington,  having 
finiihed  the  great  work  of  the  Revolution,  and 
founded  a  Republic,  he  v/iihed  to  retire  from  the 
eye  of  obfervation,  to  the  peaceful  rural  fhades 
ofhis  patrimonial  inheritance.  Accordingly, 
he  took  leave  of  his  officers  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner.  Having  been  previoufly  aifembled 
for  that  purpofe,  WaOiington  joined  them,  and 
calling  for  a  glafs  of  wineaddreffed  them  in  the 
following  words  ;  "  Witli  a  heart  full  of  Ioyq 
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and  gratitude,  I  now  take  leave  of  you  : — I 
moft  devoutly  wifli,  that  your  latter  days  raay 
be  profperous  and  happy,  as  your  formei  ones 
have  been  glorious  and  honourable.''  The 
officers  were  deeply  affecled  :  they  came  up  to 
him  fucceffively,  and  he  took  an  alFe6lionate 
leave  of  each.  He  then  left  the  room,  and  paf- 
fed  between  the  ranks  of  a  corps  of  light  Infan- 
try, that  lined  his  way  to  the  fide  of  the  North 
River. — The  officers  followed  him  in  a  folemn 
filent  train  ;  their  eyes  were  fufFufed  with  tears. 
They  felt  a  flrong  emotion  of  regret  at  parting 
with  a  hero  who  had  participated  their  dan- 
gers, and  fo  often  led  them  to  glory.  Wh«n 
Wafhin^ton  entered  the  baige,  he  turned  to- 
wards his  fellow-foldiers,  with  a  countenance 
exprefTive  of  his  feelings,  and  waved  his  hat  as 
a  lafl  adieu. 

He  proceeded  to  Annapolis,  to  refign  his 
commifTion  to  Congrefs,  and  was  accompanied 
by  his  nephew,  Major  George  Wafhington, 
and  Colonel  Humphreys,  his  aid-de-camp. — 
His  progrefs.  was  marked  by  public  rejoicings  ; 
triumphal  arches  were  ereded  at  the  entrance  of 
every  town  and  village  through  whieh  he  paf- 
jfed.  A  number  of  beautiful  young  virgins,  ro- 
bed in  white,  met  him  with  fongs  of  gratula- 
tion — they  flrewed  laurel  before  the  benign  here, 
who  moved  flowly  on  a  white  charger.     The 
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name  of  Wafhlngton  excited  an  unlverral  emo- 
tion. Women  and  children  thronged  the  doors 
and  windows,  eager  to  behold  the  Deliverer  of 
their  Country — bands  of  mufic  filled  the  air 
with  fprightly  melody,  while  the  men,  who  had 
fought  under  the  banners  of  Liberty  hailed 
their  General  with  acclamations,  Wafhington 
received  this  tribute  of  public  gratitude  with  his 
characteriftic  benignity  while  his  bofcm  partici- 
pated the  general  happlnefs. 

On  his  arrival  at  Annapolis,  he  informed 
Congrefs  of  his  intended  refignation  ; — they  re- 
folved  it  (hould  be  in  a  public  audience,  and  on 
the  day  appointed,  numbers  of  diftinguiflied 
perfons  attended,  to  behold  the  interefting 
Icene.  General  Wafhington  addreffed  the  Pre- 
Cdent  in  the  following  words, 
Mr.  Prefident, 

"  The  great  events  on  which  my  refignation 
depended,  having  at  length  taken  place,  1  have 
nov/  the  honour  of  offering  my  fmcere  congratu- 
lations to  Congrefs,  and  of  prefertting  myfelf  be- 
fore them  tofurrender  into  their  hands  the  truft 
committed  to  me,  and  to  claim  the  indulgence 
of  retiring  from  the  fervice  of  my  country. 

*'  Happy  in  the  confirmation  of  our  Indepen- 
dence and  Sovereignty,  and  pleafed  with  the  op- 
poiiunity  afforded  the  United  States  of  becom- 
ing a  refpedable  nation,  1  refign  with  fatisfac- 
H  2 
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tlon,  the  appointment  I  accepted  with  diffidence  j 
a  diffidence  In  r-nj  abilities  to  accoTnpiifli  To  ar- 
duous a  tafk,  which  however,  was fuperceded  by 
a  confidence  ia  the  re6litude  of  our  caufe,  the 
fiipport  of  the  Supreme  Power  of  the  Union,  and 
the  patronage  of  Heaven. 

*'  The  fuccefsfui  termioatioa  of  the  war  has 
verified  the  mod  fanguine  e  peaations,  and  my 
gratitude  foj-  the  interpofilion  of  Providence, 
and  the  afiiitince  i  have  received  from  ray 
cGuntry-menj  increafes  mth  every  review  of  the 
momentous  cont'^n. 

^t  iiuc,  A  ie^'_  -.:    ./^  ^ he  army 

i^"'  ■''■"^^:'  ■  ,  '  .  'Aiaucvijaaize  10  rn J  own  fJ£i^ 
^''  -iowledge,  in  this  place^  thepe- 

cuiiur  diiiiugnifhed,  Meiits  ef  the 

perion.s  i:  een  attached  to  my  perlba 

durh:g  the  ;  io:5p..Sible  the  choice 

of  coniide:  ,  -O  £G;m:'3ars?  my  f-injilj 

iliould  hav-.,  ' -■rtmizle  :.  penEiEise, 

Sir,  to  reccor  i:..cr.^f  n>  particular,  tlmik  who 
nave  continu.c.d  In  the  lervice  to  tlse  '^r^'ieDt  mo- 
ment, as  vr  '  ,--^ 
patronage 

_   '    -  ■  i:^diip£elil}(le  d?ity  to 

^--  ■■'  -.v.:  :.:£  nij  eiSci*£l  liiics''  hj~ 

Tezonr,  . -e^fbof  oardeA?efl  ci>JES- 

£J7   ''■  ,:r&rrci<oa  <jf  Al-33?*hty  G-r>d,  ar5d 

t';  '  ^'«te 'the  fi3periucen,di!i!ce  cf  tfcem  t» 
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**  Having  now  fini(hed  the  work  aiSgned  me, 
I  retire  from  the  great  theatre  of  aftion,  and 
bidding  an  aSedtionate  farewell  to  this  auguft 
body,  under  whofe  orders  I  have  long  acted,  I 
bere  offer  my  commiffiion,  and  take  my  leave  of 
all  the  employments  of  public  life." 

To  this  the  Piefident  returned  the  following 
anfwer :  , 

"•The  United  States  in  Congrefs  ailembled, 
receive  With  emotions  too  aifecring  for  utterance, 
thie  folemn  refignation  of  the  authorities  under 
which  you  have  led  their  troops  with  fuccefs> 
through  a  perilous  and  doubtful  war. 

"  Called  upon  by  your  Country  to  defend  its 
invaded  rights,  you  had  accepted  tl^.e  facred 
charge  before  it  had  formed  alliances,  and 
whiiil  it  was  without  friends  or  a  government  to 
fcpport  her» 

"■You  have  condu-fceJ  the  great  military  con- 
leil  vYith  wifdom  and  fortitude,  invariably  re- 
garding the  rights  of  the  civil  power  through 
all  dlfUiiers  and  changes.  You  have  by  the 
is^ve  and  confidence  of  your  fellow- citizens,  en- 
sued them  to  dilplay  their  martial  genius  and 
iTdsmit  theit  fame  to  poilerity. — Having  de- 
eded the  (^andard  of  Liberty  in  this  new 
i?c^rld>  having  taught  a  kffjii  ufeful  to  thofewho 
iicigid,  and  to  thofe  who  feel  oppreiSan,  you  re- 
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bleffings  of  our  fellow  citizens ;  but  the  glory  of 
your  virtues  will  not  terminate  with  your  mili* 
tary  command — It  will  continue  to  animate 
remoteft  ages." 

Wafhlngton  now  haftened  to  Mount  Vernon, 
where  he  was  welcomed  by  his  afFe<^Ionate  con- 
fdrt,  neighbors  and  domeftics,  with  every  de- 
monftration  of  joy ;  and  divefting  hirftfelf  of  the 
military  robe,  he  once  more  afl'umed  the  plain 
garb  of  the  farmer. 

Agiiculture  was  his  favourite  purfult — His 
eftate  at  Mount  Vernon  particularly  engaged  his 
attention,  and  was  produdtive  of  large  quantities 
of  wheat,  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  and  flax,  befides 
flocks  of  flieep  and  herds  of  cattle. — His  life 
was  regulated  by  temperance ;  he  rofe  early,  and 
after  fpendlng  the  day  in  a  variety  of  rural  pur- 
fuits,  he  retired  to  reft  about  nine  o'clock.  This 
v/ashis  Invariable  rule,  except  when  vifitors  re- 
quhed  his  polite  attention.  His  table  was  fpiead 
with  the  moll  wholefome  viands  and  pure  wines* 
but  he  commonly  dined  on  a  fmgle  difh,  which 
with  a  few  glafles  of  wine,  formed  his  repaft. 
He  liberally  patronized  an  academy  at  Alex- 
andria, encouraged  the  interior  navigation  of 
the  Potomack  ;  he  was  the  benefactor  of  the 
poor,  and,  in  (hort,  like  the  fun  to  vegetation, 
his  cieering  influence  and  examplepromoted  the 
liappinefs  of  fociety  where  he  refided. 
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In  thefe  peaceful  fcenes,  Waflilngton  enjoyed 
the  rational  delights  of  rural  life  from  the  year 
1783,  till  the  fiimmerof  1787,  when  he  was  cho- 
fen  Pre  C dent  of  the  Convention,  which  met  at 
Philadelphia,  and  framed  the  prefent  Conftitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States.  The  Federal  Union 
after  eleven  years  experience,  had  been  fouad 
inadequate  to  the  purpofes  of  government.  The 
fundamental  di{lin<rtion  between  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  and  the  new  Conftltution,  lies  in 
tliis  ;  the  former  adted  only  on  States,  the  latter 
on  individuals  ; — the  former  could  neither  raife 
men  ormoney  by  its  own  authority,  butlay  at  the 
difcretion  of  1 3  different  Legislatures,  and,  with- 
out their  unanimous  concurrence,  was  unable  to 
provide  for  the  public  fafety,  or  for  the  payment 
of  the  national  debt.  By  the  new  Conftitution, 
one  Legiflative,  Executive,  and  Judical  power 
pervades  the  whole  Union."  After  a  full  con- 
fideration,  and  thorough  difcuffion  of  its  princi- 
ples, it  was  ratified  by  1 1  of  the  13  flates,  and 
North  Carolina  and  Rhode  Ifland  have  fmce 
given  their  concurrence. 

The  new  Conftititution  being  thus  adopted, 
Wafhingron  was  chofen  Prefident  in  April,  1789, 
by  tl>e  unanimous  vote  of  his  countrymen. 
When  he  received  intelligence  of  hi*",  eledlion,  he 
fet  out  from  Mount  Vernon  for  New-York.  He 
was  efcortedby  themihtiaand  gentlemen  of  the- 
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firft  charaaer  from  State  to  State,  and  numer- 
ous addrefTes  of  Congratulation  v/ere  piefented 
to  him  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  through 
which  he  paffed.  On  his  approach  to  Thiladel- 
phia,  he  was  met  by  above  20,000  citizens,  who 
conduded  him  to  the  city,  where  an  elegant  en- 
tertainment was  prepared  for  him. 

His  progrefs  from  Philadelphia  to  New- York 
is  thus  difcribed  by  an  elegant  writer,   and  pre- 
fents  an   animated  picture  of  public  gratitude. 
<'  When  Mr.  Wafhington  crofled  the  Delaware 
and  landed  on  the  Jerfey  fhore,  he  was  faluted 
with  S  cheers  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity. 
When  he  came  to    the  brow  of  the  hill  on  his 
way  toTrenton,a  triumphalarch  wasereded  on 
the  bridge,  by  the  diredion  of  the  ladies  of  the 
place.     The  crown  of  the  arch  was  highly  or- 
namented with  imperial  laurels  and  flowers,  and 
on  it  was  difplayed,  in  large  figures,  «  Decem- 
ber 26th,  1776.^'  On  the  fweep  of  the  arch,  was 
this  infcription,  "  The  Defender  of  the  Mothers 
will  alfo  proteft  their  Daughters."  On  the  north 
fide  were  ranged  a  number  of  young  girls  dreff- 
ed   in  white,  with  garlands  of  flowers  on  their 

heads,  and  balkets  of  flov/ers  on  their  arms in 

the  fecond  row  flood  the  young  ladies,  and  be^ 
hind  them  the  married  ladies  of  the  town.  The 
infliant  he  pafTed  the  arch,  the  young  girls  be* 
gan  to  fmg  the  following  ode  ; 
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**  Welcome,  mighty  Chief,  oncemorff 
**  Welcome  to  this  grateful  shore  :— 
"  Now  no  mercenary  foe 
**  Aims,  again,  the  fatal  blow-^ 
*'  Aims  at  thee  the  fatal  blow. 
<'  Virgins  fair  and  matrons  grave, 
"  These  thy  conq'ring  arm  did  save, 
*'  Build  for  thee  triumphant  bowers  ; 
"  Strew  ye  fair,  his  way  with  flowers, 
*'  Strew  youi  Hero's  way  with  flowers." 
**  As   they   fung  the  laft  lines,  they  ftreweef 
their  flowers  on  the  road  before  their  beloved 
Deliverer. — His  fituation  on  this  occafion,  con- 
trafted  with  what  he   had,  in  December  1776, 
•felt  on  the  fame  fpot,  when  the  affairs  of  Amer- 
ica were  at    the  loweft  ebb  of  depreflion,  filed 
him    with  fenfatlons    that  cannot  be  defcribed. 
He  was  rowed  acrofs  the  bay  from  Elizabeth- 
Town  to  New-York,  In  an  elegant  barge,  by  13 
pilots.     All  the  veflels  in  the  harbour  holfted 
tlieir  flags.     On  his  landing,  univerfal  joy  diffu- 
fed   itfelf  thro'  every  order  of  the  people,  and 
he  was  received  and  congratulated  by  the  Gov- 
ernor  of  the  State  and  officers  of  the  Corpora^ 
tion.     In  the  eveniiig,  the  houfes  of  the  inhabi- 
tants were  brilliantly  illuminated. 

On  the  30th  of  April  he  was  inaugurated 
Prefidentof  the  United  States,  and  took  the  oath 
enjoined  by  the  conftitution,  in  the  following 
"Words,  "  I  do  folemnly  fwear,  that  I  will  faith- 
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fully  execute  the  office  of  Prefident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  will,  to  the  beft  of  my  ability 
prote^t  and  defend  the  Conftitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  An  univerfal  and  folemn  filence 
prevailed  among  the  fpedators  during  this  part 
of  the  ceremony.  The  Chancellor  then  pro- 
claimed him  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  and 
■was  anfwered  by  the  difcharge  of  cannon,  and 
the  acclamations  of  20,000  citizens. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  to  the  Chief  Ma- 
giftracy,  he  vifited  the  Eaftern  States,  with  a 
view  to  promote  agriculture,  and  explore  the 
means  of  national  improvement.  The  French 
.  Revolution,  v/hich  has  excited  the  attention  of 
mankind,  proved  a  fevere  teft  to  the  prudence 
of  Wafliington*  Tho'  he  fecretly  difapproved 
©f  the  violent  meafures  of  the  French  Republic, 
yet  he  (aw  that  it  was  neceffary  for  America  to 
preferve  a  mutual  good  underllanding  with  that 
nation. 

Wafhington  was  twice  eleded  Prefident,  and 
during  his  8  years  adminiftration,  he  perfornri-. 
ed  the  duties  of  his  arduous  office  with  all  the 
zeal  of  an  honeft  patriot. — After  having  fpent 
45  years  of  his  life  in  the  fervice  of  his  c©untry, 
he,  in  September,  1796,  announced  his  deter- 
mination to  retire  in  an  addrefs,  expreffive  of 
his  gratitude  and  affe(5lion. 

Wafhington  once  more  retired  to  his  favourij 

♦ 
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ite  feat,  with  tke  hope  of  devoting  the  remam- 
der  of  his  days  to  the  caim  duties  of  dcmeftie 
life.  From  March,  1797,  to  July  1798,  he  txi- 
joyed  the  pleafures  arifing  from  the  pradice  of 
virtui?.  The  aggi  effiojis  of  France  now  alarm- 
ed Mr.  Adams's  adminiftration,  and  that 
they  might  be  prepared  to  refift;  open  hoftili-ty, 
they  found  it  expedient  to  embody  their  army. 
Convinced  of  the  abilities  and  integrity  of  that 
venerable  inan,  whofe  valour  had  been  indru- 
mental  to  the  emancipation  of  his  country,  Con- 
grefs  appointed  Waihington  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  armies.  He  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment, and  his  letter  to  the  Prefident  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  is  marked  with  that perfpicuity  which 
diilingnifhes  all  his  writings. 

But  the  moment  now  approached  in  which 
this  illuftrious  chara^er  was  to  be  removed  ta 
another  ftate  of  exiftenc(?.  On  the  12th  of  De- 
cember, 1799,  he  rode  out  to  one  of  his  planta- 
tions, and  the  day  being  lainy  he  caught  cold, 
which  bioiight  on  an  inflammatory  fore  throat. 
This  difeafc  became  alarming  on  Friday  night, 
and  when  his  phyfician  anived  on  Saturday 
morning,  medical  aid  was  inefficacious.  A  few 
minute.s  before  he  expired,  he  enquired,  "  Doc- 
ter,  how  long  am  I  to  remain  in  this  fiLuation  :" 
The  phyfician  replied,  "  Not  long  Si;.'" 

A  gentleman,  who  was  prefent  at  Mount 
I 
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Vernon,  has  furnlQied  us  with  the  following 
particulars  relative  to  the  death  of  General 
Wafhington  : — 

*'  The  General,  a  little  before  his  death,  had 
begun  leveral  improvements  on  his  farm.  At- 
tending to  fome  of  thefe,  he  probably  caught 
his  death.  He  had  in  contemplation  a  gravel 
walk  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomack  ;  between 
the  walk  and  the  river  there  was  to  be  a  fifli 
pond.  Some  trees  v/ere  to  be  cut  down,  and 
others  preferved.  On  Friday  the  day  before  he 
died,  he  fpent  fome  time  by  the  fide  of  the  ri- 
ver marking  the  former.  There  came  a  fall  of 
fnow,  which  did  not  deter  him  from  his  purfuit, 
but  he  continued  till  his  neck  and  hair  were 
quite  covered  with  fnov/.  He  fpent  the  even- 
ing with  Mrs.  Wafhington,  reading  the  news- 
papers, v/hich  came  by  the  mail  that  evening  ; 
he  went  to  bed  as  ufual  about  9  o'  clock,  waked 
up  in  the  night,  and  found  himfelf  extremely 
unwell,  but  would  not  allow  Mrs.  Wafhington 
to  get  up,  or  the  fervants  to  be  waked.  In  the 
morning,  finding  himfelf  very  ill.  Dr.  Craik  of 
Alexandria,  was  fent  for.  Soon  after  his  arri- 
val, two  confulting  phyficians  were  called  in, 
but  all  would  not  avail.  On  Saturday  he  died. 
He  faid  to  Col.  Lear  a  little  before  his  death, 
*'  bury  me  decently,  and  not  till  two  days  after 
zny  deceafe/' — To  Dr.  Craik  he  faid.  "  I  die  a 
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very  hard  death,  but  I  am  not  afraid  to  die."— ?= 
Before  he  breathed  his  laft,  he  laid  himfelf  on 
his  back,  placed  his  hands  before  him,  and  clo- 
fed  his  own  month  and  eyes/' 

Philadelphia,     Dec.    19. 

On  Saturday  the  14th  inft,  died  at  his  feat 
in  Virginia,  General  George  Waftiington,  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Armies,  and  late  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  Congrefs,  of  the  United  States  of 
America — mature  in  years,  covered  with  glory, 
and  rich  in  the  affections  of  a  free  people,  and 
the  admiration  of  the  whole  civilized  world. 

When  men  of  common  character  are  fwept 
from  the  theatre  of  life,  they  die  without  the 
tribute  of  public  concern,  as  they  had  lived  with- 
out a  claim  to  public  efteem — But  w^hen  Per- 
fonages  of  great  and  exalted  worth,  are  fum- 
moned  from  this  fublunary  fcene,  their  death 
calls  forth  a  burft  of  general  regret,  and  Invigo- 
rates the  flame  of  public  gratitude — In  obedi- 
ence therefore  to  the  voice  of  their  C©untry,  the 
Poet,  the  Orator,  and  the  Hlftoiian,  will  com- 
bine to  do  juftice  to  the  character  of  this  illuftri- 
ous  Patriot  :  whilft  the  ingenious  labours  of 
the  Sculptor,  the  Statuary,  and  the  Painter, 
will  unite  in  perpetuating  the  virtues  of  The 
Man  of  the  Age. 

Mourn,  Columbia,  mourn  ! — Thy  Father 
and  Protedor  is  no  more  1 — Mourn  Reader,   of 
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■whatever  kindred,  tongue  or  clime  thon  be,  t/jy 
Friend,  the  Friend  of  Man  and  of  Liberty,  is 
gone  !  The  Hero,  the  Sage,  the  Patriot,  this 
glorious  emanation  of  the  Diety,  is  carried  back 
to  the  boiom  of  his  God  !— The  recording  An- 
gel has  enregiftered  his  virtuous  deeds  in  Hea- 
ven, and  the  name  of  WASHINGTON  will 
live  for  ever  ! 

Alexandria,  Dec.  20. 

On  Wednefday  laft  the  mortal  part  of  Wafh- 
ington  the  Great— the  Father  of  his  Country, 
and  the  F*-iend  of  Man— was  configned  to  the 
filent  tomb  with  folemn  honours  and  funeral 
pomp. 

A  multitude  of  people,  from  many  miles  round, 
afTembled  at  Mount  Vernon,  the  choice  abode, 
and  laft  earthly  refidence  of  its  illuftrious  Cheif, 
There  were  the  groves,  the  fpacious  avenues,  the 
beautiful  fcenery,  the  noble  manfion — but  alas  I 
its  auguft  inhabitant  was  gone  ! — his  body  in- 
deed, was  there,  but  his  foul  was  fled  ! 

In  the  long  and  lofty  porcico,  where  ©ft  the 
Hero  walked  in  all  his  virtuous  gloiy,  now  lay 
the  flirouded  corpse. — The  countenance,  ftill 
compofed  and  ferene,  feemed  to  exprefs  the 
dignity  of  that  fpirit  which  fo  lately  adluated 
the  lifelefs  form — There,  thofe  who  paid  the 
laft  fad  honours  to  the  Benefactor  of  his  Coun^ 
|ry,  took  a  laft — a  fad  fate  well. 
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Near  the  head  of  the  coffin,  weie  infcribed  the 
words  Surge  ad  yudicium  ;  about  the  middle, 
Gloria  Dso  ;  and,  on  the  filver  plate,  General 
George  IVaJhington  departed  this  Life  \^ib  Dec, 
JEtat  68. 

Between  S  and  4  o'clock,  the  found  of  artil- 
lery from  a  veffel  in  the  river  firing  minute 
guns,  aroufed  all  our  forrowful  feelings — the 
body  was  moved,  and  a  band  of  mufic  with 
mournful  melody,  melted  the  foul  into  all  the 
tendernefs  of  woe. — The  proceffion  marched 
in  the  following  order  : 
Cavalr/j  Infantry,  &  Guard  with  arms  reverfed  : 

Clergy  ; Mufic  ; 

The  general's  horf?,  with  his  faddle,   holders, 

and  piPiols  ; 
Col.  Simms,  C  S  7         ^^^*  G'^P^"» 

Ramfay,  ■]  ^   >  Marftellt:*,, 

Payne,  (.  ^  J  Little  ; 

Mourners  ; 
Masonic  Brethren  ; 
And  Citizens. 
When  the  proceffion  arrived  at  the  bottom 
of  the  1  -iwn  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomack.  where 
the  family  vault  is  placed,  the  Cavalry    lialted, 
and  the  Infantry  marched  towards   the  mount 
and  formed  in  lines  ;  The  Clergy,  thir  Mafonic 
Brethren,  ^  and  the  Citizens,   defcended    to  the 
vault,  where  the   Church   funeral  fervicewas 
pci  formed. 

12 
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I'hree  general  diTcharges  by  the  artillery's, 
cavalry,  and  infantry,  paid  the  laft  tribute  of  re- 
fpccT:  to  the  entoiKbed  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  American  Armies. 

The  Sun  was  now  fetting — Alas,  the  Sen  of 
Glory  war,  fet — No,  the  name  of  Washingtoj* 
will  live  foi  ever  ! 

Fron-  Veiwon's  Mount  behold  the  Hero  rife, 
Refplendent  Forms  attend  him  thro'  the  Hcies  ! 
The  Ihades    of  war-worn  Veterans  round  him  throngj 
And  lead  eqwrapd  their  honour'd  Chief  along, 
A  laurel  wreath  the  immortal  Warren  bears, 
An  arch  triumphal  i^yiEacER's  hand  prepares  ; 
Young  Lawrence,  erftth'  avenging  bolt  of  war, 
With  port  majeilic,  guides  the  glittering  car  ; 
Montgomery's  godlike  form  directs  the  way, 
And  Green  unfolds  the  gates  of  endlef  s  day  ; 
"Whiift  Angels,  "truin pet  tongu'd,"  proclaim  thro* 
5iir, 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  CONGRESS. 

House  of  representatives. 

TuvrsBAY,  pec.   19,   1799. 

Mr  Marfhall  addreffed  the  Chair  as  follows  t 

"  Mr   Speaker—  The  melancholy  event  which 

was  yeilerday  announced  with  doubt,  has  been 

rendered  but  too  certain.     Our  Wafhington  is 

no  more  !— ^The  hero,  the  fage,  and  the  patriot 

of  America. — the  man  on  whom  in   times  of 

danger,  every  eye  was  turned,  and  all  hopes 

were  placed,  lives  now,  only  in  his  own  great 
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actions,  and  in  the  hearts  of  an  affecllonate  and 
an  .'itfli^led  people. 

**  If,  Sir,  it  had  even  not  been  ufaal,  openly 
to  teftify  refped  for  the  memorv  of  thofe  whom 
Heaven  had  felected  as  its  inlbumentsfor  dif- 
penfing  good  to  men,  yet,  fuch  has  been  the 
uncommon  worth,  and  fuch  the  extiaordinary 
incidents,  which  have  marked  the  hfe  of  him, 
v/hofe  lofs  we  all  deplore,  that  the  whole  Ame- 
rican nation,  impelled  by  the  fame  feelings, 
would  call  with  one  voice,  for  a  public  manifes- 
tation of  that  forrow,  which  is  fo  deep  and  fo 
univerfal. 

*f  More  than  any  other  individual,  and  as 
much  as  to  one  individual  was  puffible,  has  he 
contributed  to  found  this  our  wide  fpreading 
Empire,  and  to  give  to  the  Weftern  World  its 
independence  and  freedom. 

*'  Having  effected  the  great  objedl,  for  which 
he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  our  armies,  we 
have  feen  him  converting  the  fword  into  the 
plough-fiiare,  and  voluntarily  fmking  the  Sol- 
dier into  the  Citizen. 

"When  the  debility  of  our  Federal  fy  ft  em 
had  become  manifeft,  and  the  bonds,  which  con- 
nected the  parts  of  this  vafl  continent,  were 
diflblving,  we  have  feen  him  the  Chief  of  thofe 
Patriots  who  formed  for  usa  Conftitution,  wlilch 
by  preferving  the  Union,  will,  I  truft,  {iibftart^ 
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tiate  and  perpetuate  thofe  bleflings,  which  our 
Revolution  had  promifed  to  bellow. 

"  In  obedience  to  the  general  voice  of  his 
Country,  calling  on  him  to  prefide  over  a  Great 
People,  we  havG  feen  him  once  more  quit  the 
retirement  he  loved,  and  in  a  feafon  more  tem- 
peftuous  than  war  Itfelf,  wkh  calm  and  wife  de- 
termination, purfue  the  true  interefts  of  the 
Nation,  and  contribute,  more  than  any  other 
could  contribute,  to  the  eftablifhment  of  that 
fyftem  of  policy,  which  will,  1  truft,  yet  pre- 
ferve  our  peace,  our  honour,  and  our  indepen- 
dence. 

*<  Having  been  twice  unanlmoufly  chofen  the 
Cheif  M^gifirateof  a  Free  People,  we  fee  him, 
Ht  a  time  when  his  re-eledion  with  unlverfal 
fufFrage  could  not  be  doubted,  affording  to  the 
world  a  rare  inftance  of  moderation,  by  with- 
drawing from  his  high  ftation  to  the  peaceful 
walks  of  private  life. 

*'  However  the  public  confidence  may  change 
and  the  public  affedions  fludluate  with  refpeil 
to  others,  yet,  with  refpe<^  to  him,  they  have  ' 
in  war  and  in  peace,  in  public  and  in  private 
life,  been  as  Heady  as  his  own  firm  mind,  ^nd 
as  conilant  as  his  own  exalted  virtues. 

"  Let  us,  til  en,  Mr.  Speaker,  pay  the  lad  tri- 
bute of  affj-ction  and  refpe<5l  to  our  departed 
Friend— Let  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Natioa 
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ilfplay  thofe  fentiments  which  the  Nation  feels 
— For  thib  purpofe  I  hold  in  my  hand  feme  Re- 
folutions,  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  offering  to 
the  Houfe.*' 

Mr.  Marfhall  having  hj^ded  his  Refolntions 
to  the  Clerk,  they  were  lead,  and  unanimoufly 
agieed  to,  as  follows,  vrz. 

Refolved,  That  this  Houfe  will  w&it  on  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States,  in  condolence, 
of  this  mournful  event. 

Refolved,  That  the  Speaker's  chair  be  (Viroud- 
ed  with  black,  and  that  the  members  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Houfe  wear  black  during  the  Stf- 
fion. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee,  in  conjunaion 
with  one  from  the  Senate,  be  appointed  to  con- 
fider  on  the  moft  fuitable  manner  of  paying 
honour  to  the  memory  of  the  Man,  firil  in  war, 
fiitl  in  peace,  and  firft  in  the  hearts  of  his 
Countrymen. 

Monday,  Dec.     23. 

Mr,  Marfhall  made  a  report  from  the  joint 
Comm.itte  appointed  to  confidei  a  fuitable 
mode  of  commemorating  the  death  of  General 
Wafhington. 

He  reported  the  following  Refolutions  : 

Refolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congrefs  aflembled,  That  a  marble  monument 
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be  cre<?tcd  by  the  United  States  at  the  Gapitol 
of  the  City  of  Wafhington,  and  that  the  fami- 
ly of  General  Wafhington  be  requefted  to  pei- 
niit  his  body  to  be  depofited  under  it ;  and  that 
the  monument  be  if  defigned  as  to  commemo- 
rate the  great  events  of  his  military  and  politi- 
cal life. 

And  be  it  further  refolyed,  That  there  be  a 
funeral  proceflion  from  Congrefs  Hall,  to  the 
German  Lutheran  Church,  in  memory  of  Gen. 
Gc'.Mge  Washington,  on  Thurfday  the  26th  inft, 
?.nd  that  an  oration  be  prepared  at  the  requeft 
of  Congrefs,  to  be  delivered  before  both  Houfes 
riiat  day  ;  and  that  the  Prefident  of  the  Senate, 
and  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
be  defined  to  requeft  one  of  the  Members  of 
Congrefs  to  deliver  the  fame. 

And  be  it  further  refolved,  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to 
wear  crape  on  their  left  arm  as  mourning,  for 
f.bnry  days. 
And  be  it  further  refolvcd,  That  the  Prefident 
:  the  United  States  be  requefted  to  dired  a 
r  >py  rf  thefe  Refolutions  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
Mrs.  Wailiington,  affuring  her  of  the  profound 
reipefl:  Crngiefs  will  ever  bear  to  her  perfon 
and  charader,  of  their  condolence  on  the  late 
afFeaing  difpcnfation  of  Providence,  and  in- 
treatmg  her  affent  to  the  interment  of  the  re- 
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mains  of  General  Wafhington  in  the  manner 
exprefled  in  the  firft  refolution. 

And  be  it  further  refolved,  that  the  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  be  requefted  to  ifTue 
his  proclamation,  notifying  to  the  People  thro'- 
out  the  United  States  the  recommendation 
contained  in  the  third  resolution. 

Thefe  Refolutions  paffed  both  Houfes  una- 
nimoufly. 

Same  day,  the  Senate  fent  the  following  let- 
ter of  condolence  to  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States,  by  a  committee  of  its  members  : 
To  the  Prefdent  of  the  United  States. 

THE  Senate  of  the  United  States  refpedtful- 
ly  take  leave,  Sir,  to  exprefs  to  you  the  deep  re- 
gret for  the  lofs  their  country  fuftains  in  ths 
death  of  General  George  Wafhington. 

This  event,  fo  diftreffing  to  all  our  fellow  citi- 
zens mufl  be  peculiarly  heavy  to  you,  who  have 
long  been  aflbciated  with  him  in  deeds  of  Patri- 
otifm.  Permit  us,  Sir,  to  mingle  our  tears  with 
yous — on  this  occafion  it  is  manly  to  weep. 
To  lofe  fuch  a  man,  at  fuch  a  crifts,  is  no  com- 
mon calamity  to  the  world — our  Country 
mourns  her  Father.  The  Almighty  Difpofer 
of  human  events  has  taken  from  us  our  greatell 
Benefa<ft or  and  Ornament — 1 1  becomes  us  to  fub- 
mit  with  reverence  to  Him,  who  "maketk 
darknefs  his  pavillion." 
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With  patriotic  pride,  we  review  the  life  of  out 
Washington,  and  corrjpare  him  with  thofe  of 
other  countries,  who  have  been  pre-eminent  in 
fame.  Ancient  and  modern  names  are  demin- 
ifhed  before  him.  Greatnefs  and  Guih  have  too 
often  been  aUied  ;  but  his  fame  is  whiter  than  it 
is  brilliant.  The  deftioyers  of  nations  ftood  a- 
baflied  at  the  majefty  of  his  virtue.— It  repro- 
ved the  intemperance  of  their  ambition,  and  dar- 
kened the  fplendour  of  victory.  The  fcene  is 
clofed,  and  we  are  no  longer  anxious  left  mif- 
fonune  fliould  fully  his  glory  ;  he  has  travelled 
on  to  the  end  of  his  journey,  and  carried  with 
him  an  increafing  weight  of  honour  -,  he  has  de- 
pofited  it  fafely,  where  Misfortune  cannot  tar- 
nifh  it — Where  Malice  cannot  blaft  it.  Favour- 
ed of  Heaven,  he  departed  withou?  exhibiting 
the  weaknefs  of  humanity  ;  magnanimous  in 
death,  the  darknefs  of  the  grave  could  not  obfcure 
ills  bri^8;htnefs. 

Such   was  the   Man  whom   we  deplore.— 

Thanks  to  God,  his  glory  is  confummated— 
Washington  yet  lives  on  earth  in  his  fpotief 
example — his  fpirlt  is  in  Feaven  1 

I^et  his  countrymen  confecrate  the  memorj 
of  the  heroic  General — the  patriotic  Statesmar. 
— and  the  virtuous  Sage  ;— let  them  teach 
their  children  never  to  forget,  that  the  fruits  oj: 
his  labours  and  his  example  are  their  inheri 
taTvce. 
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Ty^^  President's  AnswePv. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 
I  RECEIVE,  with  the  moft  repeAfuI  and  affeo- 
tbmatefentiments,in  this  imprellive  Addrefs,the 
obliging  expreffions  of  your  regret  for  the  lofs 
our  country  has  fuftained,  in  the  death  of  her 
moft  efteemed,  beloved,  and  admired  Citizen. 
In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  and  recol- 
lections on  this  melancholy  event,  you  will  per- 
mit me  to  fay,  that  I  have  feen  him  in  the  days 
oiTadverfuy,  in  f  jme  of  the  fcenes  of  his  deepeft 
diftrefs,  and  moft  tfying  perplexities  ;  I  have  al- 
fo   attended  him   in  his  higheft  elevation,  and 
moft  profperous  felicity,  with  uniform  admira- 
tion of  his  wifdom,  moderation,  and  conftancy. 
Among  all  our  original  aflociates  in  that  me- 
morable League  of  thecontinent  in  17?4,  which 
firft  expreffed  thefovereign  will  of  a  Free  Nation 
in  America,  he  was  the  only  one  remaining  in 
the  General  Government.     Altho',  with  a  con- 
ftitution  more   enfeebled  than  his,  at  an    age 
when  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  prepare  for  re- 
tirement, 1  feel  myfelf  alone — bereaved  of  my 
laft  brother  ;  yet  I   derive  a  ftrong  confolation 
from  the  unanimous  difpofition  which  appears 
in  all  ages  and  clafTes,  to  mingle  their  forrows 
^ith  mine  on  this   common  calamity  to  the 
World. 

Tb*  life  of  our  Washington  cannot  fuffer 
K 
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by  a  comparison  Avith  those  of  other  countries, 
who  have  been  most  celebrated  and  exahed  by 
Fame.  The-  attributes  and  decorations  of  Roy- 
alty could  only  have  served  to  eclipse  the  majes- 
ty of  those  virtues  which  made  him,  from  being 
a  modest  Citizen,  a  more  resplendant  luminary. 
Misfortune,  iiad  he  lived,  could  hereafter  have 
suilied  his  glory  only  with  those  superficial 
minds,  who,  believing  "  that  characters,  and  ac- 
tions are  marked  by  success  alone,''  rarely  de- 
serve to  enjoy  it.  Malice  could  never  blast  his 
honoiiP:.  and  Ewy  made  him  a  singular  excep- 
tion lo  ber^  universal  rule — For  himself,  he  had 
lived  enout^h  to  Life  and  Glory — For  his  fellovv- 
eitizcns,  if  their  prayers  could  have  been  answer- 
ed, he  vv'ould  have  been  immort^d — For  me,  his 
departure  is  at  a  most  unfortunate  moment. 
Trusting,  however,  in  the  v/ise  and  righteous 
dominion  ot  Providence  over  the  passions  of  men, 
and  the  results  of  their  councils  and  r.ctions,  as 
v/ell  as  over  their  lives,  nothing  remains  for  mc 
but  humble  resignation. 

i lis  exumple  is  now  complete,  and  it  will  teach 
wisdoiTi  and  virtue  to  magistrates,  citizens,  and 
men,  not  only  in  the  present  age,  but  in  future 
generatioi'v:'5,  as  long  as  our  histoid  shall  be  read 
•—if  a  Tragen  found  a  Pliny,  a  Marcus  Aureliiis 
can  never  want  biographers,  eulogists,  or  histo- 
rians. JOHN  ADAMS. 

On  monday  the  8lh  of  January,  the  President 
sent  the  folluuine;  letters  to  Congress  : — 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,    and 
Gentlem'rn  of  the  House  of  Rejircsentatives, 

IivT  compliance  with  the  request  in  one  of  the 
"Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  2  1st  of  December 
last,  I  transmitted  a  copy  of  those  Resolutions,  by 
my  secretary,  Mr.  Shaw,  to  Mrs.  Washington, 
assuring  her  of  the  profound  respect  Congress 
will  ever  bear  to  her  person  and  character — of 
their  condolence  in  the  kite  affiicting  dipensa- 
tion  of  Providence,  and  entreatine;  her  assent  to 
the  interment  of  the  remains  of  General  Geors^e 
Washington  in  the  manner  expressed  in  the 
first  Resolution.  As  the  sentiments  of  that  vir- 
tuous lady,  not  less  beloved  by  this  nation,  than 
she  is  at  present  greatly  afflicted,  can  ne^  er  be  so 
well  expressed  as  in  her  own  words,  I  transmit 
to  Congress  her  original  letter. 

It  would  be  an  attempt  of  too  i^ch  delicacy  to 
make  any  comments  upon  it — But  there  csn  be 
no  doubt,  that  the  Nation  at  large,  as  well  as  all 
-the  branches  of  the  Government,  v.ill  be  highly 
gratified  by  any  arrangement  which  may  dimin- 
ish the  sacrifice  she  makes  of  her  individual 
feelings.  JOHN  AD  A  MS. 

Mrs.  "Washington's  Answer. 
Sir,  Mount  Vernon,  31st  \^^c.  1799. 

While  I  feel,  with  keenest  anguish,  the  late 
dispensations  of  Divine  Providence,  I  cannot  be 
insensible  to  the  mouVflfiil  tribut  of  respect  and 
veneration  which  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  my 
dear  deceased  husband  ;  and,  as  his  best  services 
-and  most  anxious  wishes  werealwavs  devoted  to 
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the  welfare  and  happiness  of  his  country,  to  know 
that  they  were  truly  appreciated,  and  gratefully 
icnienibered,  affords  no  inconsiderable  consola- 
tion. 

Taught  by  the  great  example  which  I  have 
solon^  had  iiefore  me,  never  to  oppose  my  pri- 
vate wishes  to  the  public  will,  I  must  consent  to 
the  request  made  by  Congress,  which  you  have 
h:ul  tl)c^  goqdness  to  transmit  to  me.  And,  in 
doinp:  this,  I  need  not,  I  cannot  say,  what  a  sacri- 
fice of  individual  feeling  I  make  to  a  sense  of 
public  duty. 

With  grateful  acknowledgements,  and  un- 
feigned thanks,  for  the  personal  respect  and  evi- 
dences of  condolence  expressed  by  Congress  and 
Yowrselfj  I  remain  \erv  respectfully. 

IvfARTHA  WASHINGTON, 


THE 

FAREWELL  ADDRESS 

OF 

Gforge  Washington. 

Friends  and  Felloiv-Citizens^ 

THE  period  for  a  new  election  of  a  citizen, 
to  administer  the  executive  government  of  the 
United  States,  being  not  far  distant,  and  the 
time  actually  arrived,  when  your  thoughts  must 
be  employed  in  designating  the  person  who  is  to 
be  clothed  with  that  important  trust,  it  appears 
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to  me  proper,  especially  as  it  may  conduce  to  a 
liioie  distinct  expression  of  the  public  voice,  that 
i  should  now  apprise  you  of  the  resolution  1  have 
formed,  to  decline  being  considered  among  the 
number  of  those  out  of  whom  a  choice  is  to  be 
made.  I  beg  you,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  me 
the  justice  to  be  assured,  that  this  resolution  has 
not  been  taken,  \vithout  a  strict  regard  to  all  the 
considerations  appertaining  to  the  relation  uhich 
binds  a  dutiful  citizen  to  his  country  i  and  that, 
in  withdrawing  the  tenderof  service  which  silence 
in  my  situation  might  imply,  1  am  influenced  by 
ho  diminution  of  zeal  for  your  future  interest ; 
no  deficiency  of  grateful' respect,  for  your  past 
kindness  ;  but  dYr\  supported  by  a  full  conviction 
that  the  step  is  compatible  with  both. 

The  acceptance  of,  and  continviance  hitherto 
in  the  office  to  which  your  suffrages  have  twice 
called  me,  have  been  a  uniform' sacrifice  of  in- 
clination to  the  opinion  of  duty,  and  to  a  defei'ence 
for  what  appeared  to  be  your  desir^.  I  constant- 
ly hoped,  that  It  would  have  been  much  earlier 
in  my  power,  consistent  with  motives  which  I  was 
not  at  liberty  to  disregard,  to  return  to  that  re- 
tirement from  which  I  had  been  reluctantly 
drawn.  The  strength  of  my  inclination  to  do 
this,  previous  to  the  last  election,  had  even  led 
to  the  preparation  of  an  address  to  declare  it  to 
you  ;  but  mature  reflection  on  the  then  perplex- 
ed and  critical  posture  of  our  affairs  with  fojei^n 
nations,  and  the  unanimous  advice  of  pcrsoli:^ 
K     2 
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culltled  to  my  confidence,  impelled  me  to  aban- 
don the  idea. 

I  rejoice  that  the  state  of  your  concerns,  ex- 
ternal as  well  as  internLd,  no  longer  renders  the 
pursuit  oT  inclination  incompatible  with  the  sen- 
timent of  duty,  or  propriety  ;  and  am  pursuaded, 
whatever  partiality  may  be  retained  for  my  ser- 
vices, that  in  the  present  circumstances  of  our 
•country, youwillnot  disapprove  my  determination 
to  retire. 

The  impressions  with  which  I  first  undertook 
the  arduous  trust,  were  explained  on  the  proper 
occasion.  In  the  discharge  of  this  trust,  I  will 
only  say,  that  I  have  with  good  intentions,  con- 
tributed towards  the  organization  and  administra- 
tion of  the  government,  the  best  exertions  of 
which  a  very  fldlible  judgment  was  captible. 
Not  unconscious,  in  the  outset,  of  the  inferiority 
of  my  qualifications,  experience  in  my  own  eyes, 
perhaps  still  more  in  the  eyes  of  others,  has 
strenghtened  the  motives  to  diffidence  of  my- 
self; and,  every  day  the  increasing  weight  of 
years  admonishes  me  more  and  more  that  the 
shade  of  retirement  is  as  necessary  to  me  as  it 
will  be  welcome.  Satisfied  that  if  any  circum- 
stances have  given  peculiar  value  to  my  services, 
they  were  temporary,  I  have  the  consolation  to 
believe,  that  wliile  choice  and  prudence  invite 
me  to  quit  the  political  scene,  patriotism  does 
not  forbid  it. 

In   looking   forward  to  the  moment,  which  is 
intended    to  terminate  the  career  of  my  public 
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life,  ray   feelings   do  not  permit  me  to  suspend 
the  deep  acknowledgement  of  that  debt  of  grati- 
tude  which  I    owe  to    my  beloved  country,  for 
the  many  honors  it  has  conferred  upon  me;  still 
•more    for    the  stedfast  confidence  with  which  it 
has  supported  me  ;  and  for  the  oppoitiinities  I 
have   thence  enjoyed  of  manifesting  my  inviola- 
ble attachment,  by  services  faithful  and  perseve- 
ring, the  in  usefulness  unequal  to  my  zeal.     If 
ben;.'fits  have  resulted  to  our -country  from  these 
services,  let    it   always  he  remembered  to  your 
praise    and  as  an  insti'uctive  example  in  our  an- 
nals, that  under  circumstances  in  which  the  pa.-- 
sions,  agitated  in  every  direction,  were  liable  to 
mislead,  amidst    appearances  sometimes    dubi- 
ous— vicissitudes  of  fortune   often  discom-aging 
— in  situations  in  which  not  unfrequently  want  of 
success  has  countenanced  the   spirit  of  criticism 
— the  constancy  of  your  support  was  the  essen- 
tial   prop  of  the  efforts,  and  a  guarantee  of  the 
plans  by  which  they  were  ef.'icted. 

Profoundly  penetrated  with  this  hdea,  I  shall 
carry  it  with  me  to  my  grave,  as  a  stiong  incite- 
ment to  uiTceasing  vows  that  Heaven  may  con- 
tinue to  you  the  choicest  tokens  of  its  beneficence 
— that  your  rmiiDn  and  brotherly  affection  may  be 
perpetual — that  the  fiee  con^ititution  v»hich  is 
the  work  of  your  hands,  may  be  sacredly 
maintained — that  its  administration  in  every  de- 
partment may  be  stamped  v.  ith  wisdom  and  vir- 
tue— that,  in  fine,  ihe  happiness  of  ihe  people  of 
these  States  under  the  auspices  of  liberty,  rnay 
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be  mr.de  complete,  by  so  careful  a  preservation 
and  so  prudent  a  use  of  this  blessing,  as  will  ac- 
quire to  them  the  glory  of  recommending  it  to 
the  applause,  the  cffection  and  the  adoption  of 
every  nation  which  is  )  et  a  stranger  to  it. 

Here  perhaps  I  ought  to  stop.  But  a  solici- 
tude lor  your  welfare,  which  cannot  end  but  with 
my  life,  and  the  apprehension  of  danger,  natural 
to  that  soIicitude,arge  me  on  an  occasion  like  the 
present,  to  offer  to  your  solemn  contemplation, 
and  to  recommend  to  ybui'frequent  review,  some 
sentiments,  which  are  the  result  of  much  reflec- 
tion, of  no  inconsiderable  observ-atioh,  and  which 
appear  to  me  all  important  to  the  permanency  of 
your  felicity  as  a  People.  These  will  be  offered 
to  you  with  the  more  freedom,  as  you  can  only 
see  in  them  the  disinterested  warnings  ofa  par- 
ting friend,  who  can  possibly  have  ho  personal 
motives  to  bias  his  council.  JS^or  can  1  forr^etas 
an  encouragement  to  it,  your  indulgent  reception 
of  my  sentiments  on  a  former  and  not  dissimilav 
occasion.  Interwoven  as  is  the  lov©  of  liberty 
with  every  ligament  of  your  hearts,  no  recoiTi- 
mendation  of  mine  is  necessary  to  fortify  or  con- 
firm the  attachment. 

The  unity  of  government  which  constitutes  you 
«?ne  people  is  also  now  dear  to  you.  It  is  justly 
so  ;  for  it  is  a  main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  your 
real  independence,  the  support  of  your  tranquili- 
ty at  home,  your  peace  abroad  ;  of  ^our  safety  ; 
of  your  profperity  ;  of  that  very  liberty  which  you  {a 
liighly  prise.    But  as  it  is  eafy  to  ferc(ee,  that  from  dif- 
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fcrcnt  caufea  and  from  different  quarters,  much  pains  will 
be  taken,  many  artifices  employed,  to  weaken  in  your 
minds  the  convitflion  of  this  truth;  as  this  is  the  point  in 
your  political  fortrefa  againff  which  the  batteries  of  inter- 
nal and  external  enemies  will  be  mod  conftantly  and  aft- 
ively  (though  often  covertly  and  infidioufly)  dire^fled,  it 
IS  of  infinite  moment,  that  you  (hould  properly  eftimate 
the  immenfe  value  of  youj*  national  Union,  to  your  coll*4l- 
ive  and  individual  happinefs  ;  that  you  fliould  cheriih  a 
cordial,  habitual  and  immoveable  attachment  to  it ;  accuf- 
toming  yourfelvcs  to  think  and  fpeak  of  it  as  the  palladium 
of  your  political  safety  and  prosperity  ;  watching 
for  its  preservation  with  jealous  anxiety  ;  dis- 
countenancing whatever  may  suggest  even  a  sus- 
picion that  it  can  in  any  event  be  abandoned  ;  and 
indignantly  frowning  upon  the  iirst  dawning  of 
every  at:tempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  coun- 
try from  the  rest ;  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties 
■which  now  link  together  the  various  parts. 

For  this  you  have  every  inducement  of  smypa- 
thy  and  interest.  Citizens  by  birth  or  choice,  of 
a  common  country,  that  country  has  a  right  to 
concentrate  your  affections.  The  name  of  Ameri- 
can which  belongs  to  you  in  your  national  cupaci- 
ty,  must  al>vays  e.';alt  the  just  pride  of  patriotism, 
pore  than  any  appellation  derived  from  local 
discriminations.'  With  slight  shades  of  difference 
you  have  the  same  religion,  manners,  habits  and 
political  principles.  You  have  in  a  common 
cause  fought  and  triumphed  together  ;  the  inde- 
pendence and  liberty  you  possess  are  the  work  of 
joint  councils,  and  joint  efforts,  of  common  dan- 
gers, sufferings  and  successes.     But  these  con^ 
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siderations,  however  powerfully  they  address 
themselves  to  your  sensibility,  are  greatly  out- 
weighed by  those  which  apply  more  immediate- 
ly tS  your  interest— Here  every  portion  oi  our 
country  finds  the  most  commanding  motives  for 
carefully  guarding  and  preserving  the  Union  of 
the  whole.  . 

The  Morth,  in  an  unrestrained  intercourse  with 
the  South,protected  by  the  equal  laws  of  common 
government,  finds  in  the  productions  of  the  latter 
great  additional  resources  of  maritime  and  com- 
mercial enterprize  and  precious  materials  of  man- 
ufacturing industry.     The   South,  in  the  same 
intercourse,  benefiting   by   the    agency_  of  the 
North,  sees  its  agriculture    grow  and  Us  com- 
merce    expand.     Turning  partly  into  its  own 
channels   the    seamen   of  the  North,    it  finds 
its  particular  navigation  invigorated  ;  and  while 
it  contributes,    in  difi'erent    ways,    to   nourish 
and  increase   the   general  mass  of  the  national 
navigation,  it  looks    forward   to  the  protection 
of  a  maritime  strength,to  which  itself  is  unequally 
adapted.     The   East,  in  a  like  intercourse  with 
the    West,  already  finds,  and  in  the  progressive 
improvements  of  interior  commumcations,by  land 
and  water, will  more  and  more  find  a  valuable  vent 
forthecommodities  which  itbrings  from  abroad  or 
manutactures  at  home.     The  West  derives  from 
the  East  supplies  requisite  to  its  gro^vth  and  com- 
fort—and what  is  perhaps  of  still  greater  conse- 
quence, it  must  of  necessity  owe   the    secure 
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enjoyment  of  indispensable  outlets  for  its  o\tit 
productions  to  the  weight,  influence,  and  the 
future  maritime  strength  of  the  Atlantic  side  of 
the  Union,  directed  by  an  indissoluble  commLini- 
ty  of  interest  as  ONJi  nation.  Any  other  tenure 
by  which  the  West  can  hold  this  essential  advan- 
tage, whether  derived  from  its  own  separate 
strength,  or  from  an  apostate  and  unnatural  con- 
nection with  any  foreign  power,  muftbe  intrinfi- 
cally  precarious. 

While  then  eveiy  part  of  oin  country  thus 
feels  an  immediate  and  paiticular  intereft  in- 
Union,  all  the  parties  combined  cannot  fail  to 
find  in  the  united  mafs  of  means  and  efforts 
greater  ftrength,  greater  refources,  proportiona- 
bly  greater  fecuiity  from  external  danger,  alefs 
frequent  interruption  of  their  peace  by  foreign 
nations  ;  and,  what  is  of  ine'iimable  value  • 
they  mud  derive  from  Union  an  exemption  from 
thofe  broils  and  wars  between  themfelves,  which 
so  frequently  afflict  neighboring  countries,  not 
tied  together  by  the  fame  government  ;  which 
their  own  rivalfhips  alone  would  be  fufficient  to 
produce,  but  which  oppofite  foreign  alliances, 
attachments  and  intiigues  would  ftimulate  and 
emibitter. — Hence  likewlfe  they  will  avoid  the 
neceiTity  of  thofe  overgrown  military  eftablifh- 
mcRts,  which  under  any  form  of  government,  are 
,  inaufpicious  to  liberty,  and  which  are  to  be  re- 
garded as  particularly  hoftile  to  Republican  Li- 
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berty  ;  m  this  fenfe  it  is,  that  your  Union  ough^ 
to  be  confidered  as  a  main  prop  of  your  liberty, 
and  that  the  love  of  the  one  ought  to  endear  to 
you  the  preservation  of  the  other. 

Thefe  conflderations  fpeak  a  peifuafive  lan- 
guage to  every   refleding  and  virtuous  mind, 
and   exhibit  the  coiatinuence  of  the  Union  as  a 
primary  objeft   of  patriotic  defire.     Is  there  a 
doubt,  whether  a  common  government  can  em- 
brace fo  Urge  a  fphere  ?  Let  experience  folve  it. 
To  liften  to  mere  fpeculation  in  fuch  a  cafe  were 
criminal.     We  areauthorifed  to  hope  that  a  pro- 
per organization  of  the  whole,  with  auxiliary 
agency  of  govermentsfor  the  refpe<?five  fubdivi- 
fions,  will  afford  a  happy   iffue  to  the  experi^ 
ment.     'Ti?  well  worth  a  fair  and  full  experi 
ment.     With  iiichpowefful  and  obvious  motives 
to  Union,  affeaing   all  parts  of  our  country j 
while  experience  lliall  not  have  demonftrated  its 
impracticability,  there  will  always  be  reafon  iu- 
diftruft  the  patriotifm  of  thofe,  who  in  any  quai 
ter  may  endeavov.r  to  weaken  its  bands. 

In  contemplatingthe caufe  whichmay  difturb 
our  Union,  it  occurs  as  a  matter  of  ferious  concern 
that  any  ground  ftiould  have  been  furnilhed  fc? 
charesterising  parties  hy  geographical ^i^cnruim- 
iiow-^^northcrn  and  soiitliem^^ Atlantic  and  Wtf«?er/f 
— whence  designing  men  may  endeavour  to  ex- 
cite a  belief  that  thef«  is  are^l  difference  ©f  lot.>l 
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interests  a  nci  vieAvs.  One  of  the  expedients  of 
party  to  acquire  influence,  ^vithin  particular  dis- 
tricts, is  to  misrepresent  the  opinions  and  aims 
of  other  districts.  You  cannot  shield  yourselves 
too  much  against  the  jealousies  and  heart  bur- 
nings \vhich  spring  from  these  misrepresenta- 
tions ;  they  tend  to  render  alien  to  each  other 
those  who  ought  to  be  bound  together  by  frater- 
nal affection.  The  inhabitants  of  our  ^vestern 
country  have  lately  had  a  useful  lesson  on  this 
head  :  they  have  seen,  in  the  negociL;tion  by  the 
Execulive,  and  in  the  unanimous  ratification  l)y 
the  Senate,  of  tl>e  treaty  with  Spain,  and  in  th« 
universal  satisfaction  at  that  event  throughout  tl,e 
United  States,  a  decisive  proof  how  unfounded 
•were  the  suspicions  propagated  among  them  of 
a  policy  in  the  General  Government  and  in  the 
"Atlantic  States,  unfriendly  to  their  interests  in 
regard  to  the  Mhshipjn  :  they  have  been  v.itnesses 
to  the  formatiori  of  two  treaties,  that  with  Great- 
Britain  and  that  with  Spain,  which  secure  to 
them  every  thing  they  could  desire,  in  respect 
to  our  foreign  relations,  towards  confirming  theit 
prosperity.  Will  it  not  be  their  v.isdoni  to  rely 
for  the  preservation  of  these  advantages  on  the 
Union  by  which  they  v.ere  procured  ?  \Viil 
they  not  henceforth  be  deaf  to  those  advisers,  i-t 
Buch  there  are,  v/ho  would  sever  them  from 
their  brethren,  and  connect  them  with  aliens  ? 

To  the  efncacy  and  permaneixy  of  your  Uni- 
sn,  a  government  for  the  whole  is  indispens:.bl<i 
L 
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—No  alliances,  however  sti  ict5between  the  parts, 
can  be  an  adequate  substitute  :  they  must  inevi- 
tably experience  the  Infractions  and  interruptions 
which  all  alliances  in  all  times  have  experienced. 
Sensible  of  this  momentous  truth,  you  have  im- 
proved upon  your  first  essay,  by  the  adoption  of 
a  constitution  of  government  better  calculated 
than  your  former,  for  an  intimate  Union,  and  for 
the  efficacious  management  of  your  com-mor> 
Concerns.  This  government,  the  ofispring  of 
our  own  choice,  uninfluenced  and  unavved,  adop- 
ted upon  full  investigation  and  mature  delibera- 
tion, completely  free  in  its  principles,  in  the 
distribution  of  its  powers,  uniting  security  with 
energy,  and  containing  within  itself  a  provision 
for  its  own  amendment,  has  a  just  claim  to  your 
confidence  and  your  support.  Respect  for  its 
authority,  comphance  with  its  laws,  acquies- 
<"fince  in  its  measures,  ai'e  duties  enjoined  by 
the  fundamental  maxims  of  true  Liberty.  The 
basis  of  our  political  systems  is  the  right  of  the 
people  to  make  and  alter  their  Constitutions  of 
Government—  Ikit,  the  constitution  which  at  any 
time  exists  till  changed  by  an  explicit  and  authen- 
tic act  of  the  whole  people,  is  sacredly  obligato- 
ry upon  all.  'i  he  very  idea  of  the  power  and 
the  right  of  the  people  to  establish  government 
presupposes  the  duty  of  every  individual  to  obey 
the  established  government. 

All  obstructions  to  the  execution  of  the  Lav/s, 
all  combinations  and  associations,  under  whatever 
plausible    character,  with  the  real  design  to  di- 
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rect,  control,  counteract,  or  awe  the  regular 
deliberation  and  action  of  the  constituted  author- 
ities, are  destructive  of  this  fundamental  prin- 
ciple, and  of  fatal  tendency.  They  serve  to  or- 
ganize faction,  to  give  it  an  artificial  and  extraor- 
dinary force — to  put  in  the  place  of  tiie  delega- 
ted win  of  the  nation,  the  %vill  of  a  party,  often 
a  smair  but  artful  and  enterprising  minority  of 
the  community  ;  and,  according  to  the  alternate 
triumphs  of  different  parties  to  make  the  public 
administration  the  mirror  of  the  ill-concerted 
and  incongruous  projects  of  factions,  rather 
than  the  organ  of  consistent  and  wholesome  plans 
digested  by  common  councils,  and  modified  by 
mutual  interests.  However  combinations  or 
associations  of  the  above  description  may  now 
and  then  answer  popular  ends,  they  are  likely  in 
the  course  of  time  and  things  to  become  potent 
engines,  by  which  cunning,  ambitious  and  un- 
principled men  will  be  enabled  to  subvert  the 
power  of  the  people,  and  to  usurp  to  themselves 
the  reins  of  government  ;  destroying  afterwards 
the  very  engines  which  have  lifted  them  to  un- 
just dominion. 

Towards  the  preservation  of  your  government 
and  the  permanency  of  your  present  happy 
state,  it  is  requisite,  not  only  that  you  speedily 
discountenance  irregular  oppositions  to  its  ac- 
knowledged authority,  but  also  that  you  resist 
with  care  the  spirit  of  innovation  upon  its  prin- 
ciples however  specious  the  pretexts.  Cine 
inethod  of  assault  may  be  to  efiect  in  the  forms 
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of  the  constitution  alterations  which  will  impair 
the  ener|j;y  of  the  system  and  thus  to  undermine 
what  cannot  be  directly  overthrown.  In  all  the 
chunges  to  which  you  may  be  invited,  remem- 
ber that  time  ai'd  habit  are  at  least  as  necessary 
to  fix  the  true  character  of  governiuents,  as  of 
other  human  institutions — that  experience  is  the 
surest  standard,  by  which  to  test  the  real  tenden- 
cy of  the  existing-  constrtulionof  a  country — that 
facility  in  chans;es  upon  the  credit  or  mere  hy- 
pothesis and  opinion,  exposes  to  perpetual  change 
trom  the  endless  variety  of  hypotiiesis  and  opin- 
ion :  and  remember,  especially,  that  for  the  effi- 
ci<?nt  management  of  your  common  interests,  in 
a  country  so  extensive  as  ours,  a  government  of 
as  much  vigor  as  is  consistent  with  the  perfect 
security  of  liberty,  is  indispensable.  Liberty  it- 
self will  find  in  such  a  govei'nment,  with  powers 
properly  distributed  and  adjusted,  its  sUrest  guai- 
cllan.  It  is,  indeed,  little  else  than  a  name 
where  the  government  is  too  feeble  to  withstand 
the  enterprises  of  faction,  to  confine  eacb  mem- 
ber of  the  society  within  the^  hmits  prescribed 
by  the  ia\vs,  and  to  maintain  all  in  the  secure  and 
tranquil  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  person  and 
property- 

I  have  already  intimated  to  you,  the  danger  of 
parties  in  the  state,  with  particular  reference  to 
the  founding  of  them  on  geographical  discrim- 
inations. Let  me  now  take  a  more  comprehen- 
sive view,  and  warn  you  in  the  most  solemn  man- 
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r.er  against  the  baneful  effects  of  the  spirit  of 
party,  generally.  This  spirit,  unfortunately,  is 
inseparable  from  our  nature,  having  its  root  in 
the  stronijest  passions  of  the  human  mind. — It 
exists  under  different  shapes  in  all  governments, 
more  or  less  stifled,  controlled,  or  repressed  ;  but 
in  those  of  the  popular  form,  it  is  seen  in  its 
greatest  rankness,  and  is  truly  their  worst  ene- 
my. The  alternate  domination  of  one  faction 
over  another,  sharpened  by  the  spirit  ot  revenge, 
natural  to  party  dissention,  which,  in  different 
ages  and  Countries,  has  perpetrated  the  most 
horrid  enormities,  is  itself  frightful  despotism. — 
But  this  leads  at  length  to  a  more  formal  and  per- 
manent despotism. — The  disorders  and  miseries, 
which  result,  gnid  .lally  incline  the  minds  of  men 
to  seek  security  and  repose  in  the  absolute  pow- 
er of  an  individual  ;  and  sooner  or  later  the  chief 
of  some  prevailing  faction,  more  able  or  more 
fortunate  than  his  competitors,  turns  this  dispo- 
sition to  the  purposes  of  his  own  elevation,  on 
the  ruins  of  public  Liberty. 

Without  looking  forward  to  an  extremity  of 
this  kind  (which  nevertheless  ought  not  to  be 
entirely  out  of  siglit)  the  common  and  continual 
mischiefs  of  the  spi-it  of  pvrty  arc  sufficient  to 
make  it  the  interest  and  duty  of  a  wise  people 
to  discourage  and  restrain  it.  It  serves  always 
to  distract  the  public  councils  and  enfeeble  the 
public  administration.  It  agitates  the  communi- 
ty' with  ill-found(?d  jealousies  and  false  alarms  : 
L    2 
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kindles  the  animosity  of  one  part  against  anoth- 
er, foments  oecasionally  liot  and  insurrection. 
It  opens  the  door  to  foreign  influence  and  corrup- 
tion, which  find  a  facihtated  access  to  the  govern- 
ment  itself  through  the  channels  of  party  pas- 
sions. Thus  the  policy  and  the  will  of  one  coun- 
try are  subjected  to  the  policy  and  will  of  anoth- 
er. 

There  is  an  opinion  that  parties  in  free-counr 
tries  are  useful  checks  upon  the  administration 
of  the  government,  and  seivc  to  keep  alive  the 
spirit  of  liberty.  This  within  certain  limits  is 
probably  true  ;  and  in  governments  of  a  monar- 
chical cast,  patriotispi  may  look  with  indulgence, 
if  not  with  favor,  upon  the  spirit  of  party.  Biit 
in  those  of  a  popular  character,  in  governments 
purely  elective,  it  is  a  spirit  not  to  be  encouraged. 
From  their  natural  tendency,  it  is  certain  there 
will  alvvays  be  enough  of  that  spirit  ior  every 
salutary  purpose.  And  there  being  constant 
danger  cf  excess,  the  effort  ought  to  be  by  force 
of  public  cpinion,  to  njitigate  and  assuage  it. 
A  fire  not  to  be  quenched  ;  it  demands  a  uniform 
vigilance  to  prevent  its  bursting  into  a  flame?  lest, 
instead  of  warming,  it  should  consupie. 

It  is  important  likewise,  that  the  habits  of  think-r 
jng  in  a  free  country,  should  inspire  caution,  in 
those  entrusted  with  its  administration,  to  confine 
themselves  within  their  respective  constitutional 
spheres,  avoiding  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
pfone  department  to  encioach   upon  anpther. 
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The  spirit  of  encroachment  tends  to  consolidate 
the  powers   of  all  the  departments  in  one,  and 
create,  whatever  the  form  of  government,  a  real 
despotism.     A  just  estimate  of  that  love  ofpow-- 
er,  and   proneness  to   abuse  it,  which  predomi^ 
nates  in  the  human  heart  is  sufficient   to  satisfy 
us  of  the  truth  of  this  position      The  necessity 
of  reciprocal  checks  in  the  exercise  of  political 
power,  by  dividing  and  distributing  it  into  differ- 
ent depositories,  and  constituting  each  the  guar- 
dian of  public  weal  against  invasions  by  the  oth- 
ers, has  been   evinced   by   experiments  ancier.t 
and  modern  ;   some  of  them  in  ©ur  country  ancj 
under  our  own   eyes.     To  preserve  thena  must 
be  as  necessary  as  to  institute  them.     If,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  people,  tlie  distribution    or  mod^ 
ification  of  the  constitutional  pov.ers  be  in  any 
particular  wrong,  let  it  be  corrected  by  an  amende 
ment  in  the  way  which  the    constitution   desig- 
nates. But  let  there  be  no  change  by  usurpation  ; 
for  tho'  this,  in  one  instance,  may  be  the  instru- 
ment   of  good,  it  is  the  customary  weapon  by 
which  free   governmenti.   are  destroyed.     Tlie 
precedent  must   always  greatly   overbalance  in 
permanent  evil  any  partial  or  transient  benefit 
which  the  use  can  at  any  time  yield. 

Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits  which  lead  t© 
political  prosperity,  religion  and  morali-y  are  in- 
dispensable supports, In  vain  would  that  man 

claim  the  tribute  of  patriotism,  who  should  labqr 
tQ  subvert  these  great  pillars  of  hvman  happiness* 
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these  firmest  props  of  the  duties  of  men  and  citi- 
zens.— The  mere  ix>lilician,  equally  with  the  pi- 
ous man,  ought  to  respect  and  to  cherish  them. 
A  volume  could  not  trace  all  their  connections 
■with  private  and  public  felicity.  Let  it  simply  be 
asked,  where  is  the  security  for  property,  for 
reputation,  for  life,  if  the  sense  of  religious  obli- 
gation Desert  the  oaths,  which  are  the  instru- 
jnents  of  invesli:<^auon  in  courts  of  justice  ;  and  let 
us  with  caution  indulge  the  supposition,  that 
morality  can  be  maintained  without  religion. 
Whatever  may  be  conceded  to  the  influence  of 
refined  education  on  minds  of  peculiar  structure; 
reascriand  experience  both  forbid  us  to  expect 
that  national  morality  can  prevail  in  exclusion  of 
religious  principle.  'Tis  substantially  true,  that 
virtue  or  morality  is  a  necessary  spring  of  popular 
government.  The  rule  indeed  extends  with  moro 
or  less  force  to  every  species  of  free  government. 
Who  that  is  a  sinceie  friend  to  it  can  lock  with 
idiiference  upon  the  attempts  to  shake  the  founda- 
tion of  the  fabrick  ? 

Promote  then,  as  an  object  of  primary  import- 
knee,  institutions  for  the  general  ditfusion  of 
knowledge.»«In  proportion  as  the  structure  of  a 
government  gives  force  to  a  public  opinion,  it  is 
essential  that  public  ©pinion  should  be  enlighten- 
ed. As  a  very  imjxjrtant  source  of  strength  and 
Becurity,  cherish  public  credit,  one  method  of 
preserving  it  is  to  use  it  as  sparingly  as  possible  ; 
avoiding  occasions  of  expense  by  cultivating 
peace  ;  but  rcmcmbcnngaho  that  timely  disbur- 
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sements  to  prepare  for  danger,  frequently  pre- 
%-ent  much  greater  disbursements  to  repel  it  ;  a- 
voiding  likewise  the  acculamations  of  debt,  not 
only  by  shunning  occasions  of  expense,  but  by 
vigorous  exertions  in  time  of  peace  to  discharge 
the  debts  which  unavoiding  wars  may  have  occa- 
sioned, not  ungenerously  throwing  upon  posterity 
the  burden  which  we  ourselves  ought  to  bear.— 
The  execution  oi  these  maxims  belongs  to  your 
representatives,  but  it  is  necessary  that  public  o- 
pinion  should  co-operate.  To  facilitate  to  them 
the  performance  of  then'  duty,  it  is  essential  that 
you  should  praq^ically  bear  in  mind,  that  towards 
the  payment  of  debts  there  must  be  revenue  :  to 
have  revenue  there  must  be  taxes  :  that  no  taxes 
can  be  devised  which  are  not  more  or  less  inson- 
venient  and  unpleasant  ;  that  the  intrinsic  em- 
harassment  inseparable  from  the  selection  of  the 
proper  object  (whjch  is  always  a  choice  of  diffi- 
culties) ought  10  be  a  decisive  motive  for  a  candid 
construction  of  the  conduct  of  the  government  in 
Kiaking  it,  and  for  a  fpirit  of  acquiescence  in  the 
measures  for  obtaining  revenue  which  the  public 
exigences  may  at  any  time  dictate. 

Observe  good  fdith  and  juctice  towards  all 
nations  ;  cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with  all ; 
religion  and  morality  enjoin  this  conduct  ;  and 
can  it  be  that  good  policy  does  not  equally  enjoin 
it  ?  It  vill  be  worthy  of  a  free,  enlightened,  and, 
at  no  die^Ant  period,  a  great  nation,  to  give  to 
mankind  the  n>:ignanimou5  and  too  novel  exam- 
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pie  of  a  people  always  guided  by  an  exalted 
justice  and  benevolence.  Who  can  doubt  that 
In  the  course  of  time  and  things,  the  IVuits  of 
such  a  plan  v.  ould  richly  repay  any  temporary 
advantages  which  might  be  lost  by  a  steady  ad- 
herence to  it  ?  Can  it  be,  that  Providence  has  not 
connected  the  permanent  felicity  of  a  nation  with 
its  virtue  ?  The  experiment,  at  least,  is  recom- 
inended  by  every  sentiment  v^^hich  ennobles  hu- 
man nature.  Alas  !  is  it  rendered  impossibly  by 
its  vices  ? 

In  the  execution  of  such  a  plan,  nothing  is 
more  essential  than  that  permanent  inveterate 
antipathies  against  particular  nations,  and  passi- 
onate attachments  for  otheis  should  be  excluded, 
and  that  in  place  of  them  just  and  amicable  feel- 
ings towards  all  should  be  cultivated.  The 
nation,  which  indulges  towards  another  an  hab- 
itual hatred,  or  an  habitual  fondness,  is  in  some 
degrees  slave.  It  is  a  slave  to  its  animosity  or 
to  its  affection,  either  of  which  is  sufficient  to 
lead  it  astray  from  its  duty  and  its  interest.  An- 
tipathy in  one  nation  against  another  dispo  ss 
each  more  readily  to  offer  insult  and  injury,  to 
lay  hold  of  slight  causes  of  umbrage,  and  to  be 
haughty  and  intractable,  when  accidental  or  tri- 
flingoccasions  of  dispute  occur.  Hence  frequent 
collisions,  obstinate  envenomed  and  bloody  con- 
tests. The  nation  prompted  by  ill  will  and  resent- 
ment, sometimes  impels  to  war  the  government, 
contrary  to  the  best  calculations  of  poUcy.  The 
government  sometimes  participates  in  the  nation- 
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alpropensity,  and  adopts  through  passion  what  rea- 
son would  reject ;  at  other  times,  it  makes  the 
animosity  of  the  nation  subservient  to  projects  of 
hostility  instigated  by  pride,  ambiiion  and  other 
sinister  and  pernicious  motives.  The  peace  of- 
ten, sometim.es  perhaps  the  libarty  of  nations  has 
been  the  victim. 

So  Hkeuise  a  passionate  attachment  of  one  na- 
tion for  another  produces  a  variety  of  evils, —  — • 
Sympathy  for  the  favourite  nadon.,  facilitating  the 
illusion  of  an  imaginary  common  interest,  in  ca-' 
ses  where  no  real  common  interest  exists,  and 
infusing  into  one  the  enmities  of  the  other,  be- 
trays the  former  into  a  participation  in  the  quar- 
rels and  warii  of  the  latter,  without  adequate  in- 
ducement or  justification.  It  leads  also  to  con- 
cessions to  the  favourite  nation  of  privileges 
denied  to  others  which  is  apt  doubly  to  injure  the 
nation  making  the  concessions  ;  by  unnecessarily 
parting  with  what  ought  to  have  been  retained  ; 
and  by  exciting  jealousy,  ill  will,  and  a  disposi- 
Uon  to  retaliate,  in  the  parties  from  whom  equal 
privileges  are  withheld  ;  And  it  gives  to  ambi- 
tious; corrupted,  or  deluded  citizens  (v.  ho  devote 
themselves  to  the  favorite  niAtion)  facility  to  be- 
tray, or  sacrifice  die  interests  of  their  country, 
without  odium,  sometimes  even  widi  popularity  ; 
gliding  with  the  appearance  of  a  virtuous  sense  of 
obligation,  a  commendable  deference  for  public 
opinion, or  a  laudible  zeal  for  public  good,  the 
base  or  foolish  compliances  of  ambition,  currup- 
tion  or  infatuation. 
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As  avenues  to  foreign  influence  in  innumera- 
ble ways,  such  attachments  are  particularly  alarm- 
ing to  the  truly  enlightened  and  independent  pat' 
riot.  How  many  opportunities  do  they  aflbrd  to 
tamper  with  domestic  factions,  to  practice  the 
arts  of  seduction,  to  mislead  public  opinion,  to 
influence  or  awe  the  public  councils  !  Such  an 
attachment  of  small  or  weak,  towards  a  great 
and  powerful  nation,  dooms  the  former  to  he  the 
satellite  of  the  latter.  Against  the  insiduous 
wiles  of  foreign  influence,  (I  conjure  you  to  be- 
lieve me,  fellow  citizens)  the  jealousy  of  a  free 
people  ought  tobe  constantly  awake ;  since  his- 
tory and  experience  prove  that  foreign  influence 
is  one  of  the  most  baneful  fees  of  republican 
government.  But  that  jealousy-,  to  be  useful, 
must  be  impartial  :  else  it  becomes  the  instru- 
ment of  the  very  influence  to  be  avoided,  instead 
of  a  defence  against  it. — Excessive  partiality  for 
cue  foreign  nation,  and  excessive  dislike  of  an- 
other, cause  those  whom  they  actuate,  to  see 
danger  only  on  one  side  and  serve  to  veil  and 
even  second  the  arts  of  influence  on  the  other. 
Real  patriots,  who  may  resist  the  intrigues  of 
the  favorite,  are  liable  to  become  suspected  and 
odious ;  while  its  tools  and  dupes  usurp  the  ap- 
plause and  confidence  of  the  people,  to  surren- 
der their  interests.  The  great  rule  of  conduct 
for  us,  in  regard  to  foreign  nations,  is,  in  exten- 
ding our  commercial  relations,  to  have  with  them 
as  little  POLITICAL  connection  as  possible.  So 
far  as  we  have  already  formed  engagements,  let 
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ihcm  be  fufiUed  ^vith  perfect  good  faith.— Here 
let  us  stop. 

Europe  has  a  set  of  primary  interests,  which 
to  us  have  none,  or  a  very  remote  relation.  Hence 
she  must  be  engaged  in  frequent  controversies, 
the  causes  of  which  are  essentially  foreign  to 
our  concerns.  Hence,  therefore,  it  must  be 
unwise  in  us  to  implicate  ourselves  by  artificial 
ties,  in  tke  ordinary  vicissitudes  of  her  politics, 
or  the  ordinary  combinations  and  collisions  of  her 
friendships,  fe)r  enniities.  Our  detached  and 
distant  situation  invites  and  enables  us  to  pursue 
a  di-9erent  course.  If  we  remahi  one  people, 
under  an  efficient  government,  the  pciiodis  not 
far  off,  when  we  may  defy  material  injury  from 
external  annoyance  ;  when  we  may  take  such  an 
attitude  as  will  cause  the  neutrality,  we  may  ai 
any  time  resohe  upon,  to  be  scrupulously  res- 
pected ;  when  belligerent  nations,  under  the  im- 
possibility of  making  acquisitions  upon  us,  will 
not  lightly  hazard  tiiC  giving  us  provocation  ; 
when  we  may  choose  peace  or  war,  as  our  inter- 
est, guided  by  justice,   shall  counsel. 

Why  forego  the  advantages  of  so  peculiar  a 
situation  ?  Wh;-  quit  our  own  to  stand  upon  for- 
ei;>n  ground  ?  Why,  by  interweaving  our  desti- 
ny^ with  that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  entangle  our 
peace  and  prosperity  in  the  toils  of  European 
ambition,  rivalship,  interest,  humor  or  caprice  ? 
'Tis  our  tnie  policy  to  steer  clear  of  permanent 
alliances;  witli  any  \M)rtion  of  the  foreign  world  > 
M 
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^o  fur,  I  mean  as  we  are  now  at  liberty  to  clo  it ; 
for  let  me  not  be  understood  as  capable  of  pat- 
ronising^ infidelity  to  existing  engagements.  I 
hold  the  maxim  no  less  applicable  to  public  than 
to  private  aitairs,  that  honesty  is  always  the  best 
policy.  I  repeat  it,  therefore,  let  those  engage- 
i-nents  be  observed  in  their  genuine  sense.  But, 
in  my  opinion,  it  i-i  unnecessary,  and  would  be 
unwise,  to  extend  (hem.  Taking  care  always  to 
keep  ourselves,  by  suiluijle  establishments,  on  a 
respectable  defensive  posture,  we  may  safely 
trust  to  te4iiporary  alliances  for  extraordinary 
emergencies. 

Harmony,  liberal  intercourfe  with  all  nations, 
are  recommended  by  policy,  humanity,  and 
intereft.  But  even  oiir  commercial  policy  fliould 
hold  an  equal  and  impartial  hand  ;  neither  feek- 
m^  nor  granting  exclufive  favors  or  preferen- 
ces ;  confiilting  the  natural  courfe  of  things  ; 
difFufmg  and  diverfifying  by  gentle  means  the 
{^reams  of  commerce,  but  forcing  nothing  ; 
eiliablilliing,  with  powers  fo  difpofed,  in  order 
to  give  trade  a  ftable  courfe,  to  define  the  rights 
of  our  merchants,  and  to  enable  the  government 
to  fupport  then>,  conventional  rules  of  inter- 
courfe, the  beft  that  prefent  circiimftances  and 
mutual  opinion  will  permit,  but  temporary,  and 
liable  to  be  from  time  to  time  abandoned  or  va- 
ried, as  experience  and  eircumftances  ftiall  dic- 
tate J  eonftantly  keeping  in  view,  that  'tis  folly 
in  one  nation  to  look  for  difmterefted  favors  from 
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another  ;  that  it  muft  pay  with  a  portion  of  its 
independence  for  whatever  it  may  accept  under 
that  character  ;  that  by  fuch  acceptance,  it  may 
place  itfelf  in  the  condition  of  having  given 
equivalents  for  nominal  favors,  and  yet  of  be- 
ing reproached  with  ingratitude  for  not  giving 
more.  There  can  be  no  greater  error  than  to 
expect,  or  calculate  upon  real  favors  from  na- 
tion to  nation.  'Tis  an  illusion  which  experi- 
ence muft  cure,  which  a  juft  pride  ought  to 
difcard. 

In  offering  to  you,  my  countrymen,  these  coun- 
sels ot  an  old  affectionate  friend,  I  dare  not 
hope  they  will  make  the  strong  and  lasting  im- 
pression I  could  wish  :  that  they  will  controul  the 
usual  current  of  the  passions,  or  prevent  our  na- 
tion from  running  the  course  which  has  hitherto 
marked  the  destiny  of  nations  :  But,  if  I  may  even 
flatter  myself,  that  they  may  be  productive  of 
some  partial  benefit,  some  occasional  good  ;  that 
they  may  now  and  then  recur  to  moderate  the  fury 
of  party  spirit,  to  warn  against  the  mischiefs  of 
foreign  intrigues,  and  guard  against  the  impos-  • 
tures  of  pretended  patriotism  ;  this  hope  will  be  a 
full  recompence  for  the  solicitude  for  your  wel- 
fare, by  which  they  have  been  dictated.  How  far 
in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  I  have  been 
guided  by  the  principles  which  have  been  delin- 
eated, the  public  records  and  other  evidences  of 
my  conduct  must  witness  to  you  and  to  the 
y.'orld.     To  myself,  the  assurance  of  my  own 
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jconscieticc  is,  that  I  have  at  least  believed  myself 
to  be  guided  by  them. 

In  relation  to  the  still  subsisting  war  in  Europe, 
rny  proclamation  of  the  '22d  of  April,  1793,  is  the 
index  to  my  pU^n.  Sanctioned  by  your  approving 
voice  and  by  that  of  your  representatives  in  both 
houses  of  congress,  the  spirit  of  that  measure  has 
continually  governed  me  ;  uninfluenced  by  any  atr 
tempt  to  deter  or  divert  me  from  it.  After  delibe- 
rate examination,  with  the  aid  of  the  best  lights  I 
coxdd  obtain,  I  was  well  satisfied  that  our  country., 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  had  a 
right  to  take,  and  v/as  bound  in  duty  and'  interest, 
to  take  a  neutral  position.  Having  taken  it,  I  de- 
termined, as  far  as  should  depend  upon  me,  to 
maintain  it,  with  moderation,  perseverance  and 
firmness. 

The  consideration  which  respects  the  right  to 
hold  the  conduct,  it  is  not  necessary  on  this  occa- 
sion to  detail.  I  will  only  observe,  that  accord- 
ing to  my  understanding  of  the  m.atter,  that  right, 
so  far  from  being  denied  by  any  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  has  been  virtually  admitted  by  all.  The 
duty  of  holding  a  neutral  conduct  may  be  infer- 
red, without  any  thing  more,  from  the  obligations 
which  justice  and  humanity  impose  upon  every 
nation,  in  cases  in  which  it  is  free  to  act,  to  main- 
tain inviolate  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  to- 
wards other  nations.  The  inducements  of  inter- 
est for  observing  that  conduct  will  best  be  refer- 
ed  to  vour  o\yn  reflections  and  experience.  With 
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me,  a  predominant  motive  has  been  to  endeavor 
to  gain  time  to  our  country  to  settle  and  mature 
its  yet  recent  institutions,  and  to  ppogress  with- 
out interruption,  to  that  degree  of  strength  and 
consistency,  which  is  necessary  to  give  it,  human- 
ly speaking,  the  command  of  its  own  fortunes. 

Tho'  in  reviewing  the  incidents  of  my  adminis- 
tration, I  am  unconscious  of  intentional  error  :  I 
am  nevertheless  too  sensible  of  my  defects  not  to 
think  it  propable  that  I  may  have  com  nutted  ma- 
ny errors.  Whatever  they  may  be,  I  fervently 
beseech  the  Almighty  to  avert  or  mitigate  the 
evils  to  which  they  m'^.y  tend.  I  shall  also  carry 
with  me  the  hope  that  my  country  will  never 
cease  to  view  them  with  indulgence  ;  and  that 
after  forty-live  years  of  iwy  life  dedicated  to  its 
service,  with  an  upright  zeal,  the  faults  of  incom- 
petent abilities  will  be  consigned  .to  oblivion,  as 
myself  must  soon  be  to  the  mansions  of  rest, 
Pvc lying  on  its  kindness  in  this  as  in  the  other 
things,  and  actuated  by  that  fervent  love  towards 
it,  which  is  so  natural  to  a  man»  who  AJews  in  it 
the  native  soil  of  hinvself  and  h.is  progenitors  for 
several  generations  ;  I  anticipate  with  pleasing 
expectation  that  retreat,  in  which  I  prom.ise  my- 
self to  realize,  without  alloy  tl-e  sweet  enjoynient 
of  partaking,  in  the  midst  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
the  benign  infiuence  of  good  laws  under  a  free 
government — lb'?  ever  favourite  object  of  my 
heart,  and  the  happy  reward,  as  I  trust,  of  our  mu- 
tual cares,  labors  and  dangers, 
M  2  G.  WASHINGTON. 
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SIR  IVIL  L  JAM  WALLACE 'sBOX. 

Fhiladcli.hia,   Ath  Jan.    1792. 
On  Friday  last  was  presented  to  the  President 
of  the  L'nited  States,  Geori^e  Washington,  a  Box 
elegantly  mounted  with  silver,  and  made  of  the 
celebrated    oak  tree  that  sheltered     he  patriotic 
Sir  William  Wallack  of  Scotland,  after  the 
unfortunate  battle  of  Falkirk  about  the  year  1 300. 
This  very  curious  and  characteristical  present  is 
from    tlie    Earl  of  Buchah,  by  the  hand  of  iVIr. 
Archibaid  Robertson,  a  Scotch   gentleman,  and 
a  portrait  painter,  who  arrived  in  America  some 
months  ago.     The   Box  was  presented  to  Lord 
Buchan  by  the  Goldsmiths  Company  of  Jildin- 
burgh  ;  from  whom  his  Lordship  requested,  and 
obtained  leave,  to  make  it  over  to  the  JNian  whom 
he   deemed    ijiore  deserving  of  it  than  himself, 
and  George  Washington  was  the  man. 

We  further  learn,  that,  Lord  Buchan,  has 
requested  of  the  President,  that,  on  the  event  of 
his  decease  he  will  consign  the  Box  to  that  Man, 
in  this  Country,,  who  shall  appear,  in  his  judg- 
ment, to  merit  it  best,  upon  the  same  considera- 
tions that  induced  him  to  send  it  to  America. 

Upon  the  Box,  which  is  curiously  wrought, 
is  a  silver  plate  with  the  following  inscription  : 
"  Presented  by  the  Goldsmiths  of  Edinburgh  to  Da- 
vid Stewart  Erskine^  Earl  of  Buchan^  with  the 
Freedom  of  their  Corjiorationy  by  their  Deacon^^ 
A,  D,   1701." 
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jpy  of  the  Letter  from  LordBucHAN  to  Gen. 
Washington,  accompanying  the  Bo:^. 

D ry burgh  Jbbey l^  June  28,   1 7 1)  I . 
"-Sir, 
"  1  had  the  honoui'  to  recede  your  Excellen- 
y's  letter   rektini^  to  the  advertisement  of  Dr, 
Anderson's  periodical  publication  in  the  Gazette 
>f  the    United   States  ;whicli    attention  to  my 
econimendciiion  I  feel  very  sensibly,  and  return 
roQ  my  grateful  acknowled5>mcnts. 

"  In  the  _'  Ut  \a.  of  that  literary  Mi-scellany, 
I  inserted  a  monitory  paper  respectinLij  Anierica, 
which  I  flatter  myself,  may,  if  attended  to  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  be  productive  of 
good  consequences 

'"  To  use  your  own  emphatic  words,  "  IVIay 
that  Almighty  Bemt^  who  rules  over  the  Universe 
— wiio  presides  in  the  Councils  of  Nations — and 
whobe  providential  aid  can  supply  every  human 
defect,  consecrate  to  the  Liberties  and  Happiness 
of  the  American  people,  a  government  institu- 
ted by  themselves  for  public  and  ptivate  security, 
upon  the  basis  of  Law  and  equal  administration 
of  Justice,  preserving  to  every  individual  as  much 
civil  and  political  freedom  as  is  consistent  with 
the  safety  of  the  Nation." — And  may  hk  be 
pleased  to  continue  your  life  and  strength  as  long 
as  you  can  be  in  any  way  useful  to  your  Country  1 
"  I  have  entrusted  this  sheet  inclosed  in  a  Box, 
made  of  the  Oak  that  sheltered  our  Great  Sir 
William  Wallace,  after  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  to 
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Mr.  Robertson,  of  Aberdeen,  a  Painter,  Mith 
the  hope  of  hh  havini^  the  honour  of  delivering 
it  into  your  hand  ;  recommending  him  as  an 
able  Artist,  seekins^  for  fortune  and  fame  in  the 
New  World.  Thi^  box  was  presented  to  me  by 
the  Goldsmith's  Company  at  Edinburgh,  of 
whom,  feelinp;  my  own  un worthiness,  to  receive 
this  magnificently  significant  present,  I  request' 
cd  and  obtained  leave  to  make  it  over  to  the  man 
in  the  world  to  whom  I  thought  it  most  justly  due. 
Into  t/our  hands  I  commit  it,  requesting  of  you 
to  pass  it,  on  the  event  of  your  decease,  to  the 
Man  ir)  your  own  country  who  shall  appear  to 
your  judgement  to  merit  it  best,  upon  the  same 
considerations  that  have  induced  me  to  send  it  to 
your  Excellency. 

"lam,  Sir,  with  the  highest  esteem, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

And  obliged  humble  servant^  ;     . 

BUCHAN. 
«  P.  S.— I  beg  your  Excellency  will  have  the 
.goodness  to  send  me  your  Portrait,  that  I  may 
place  it  among  those  I  most  honour,  and  I  would 
wish  it  from  the  pencil  of  Mr.  Robertson.  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  countenance, 
as  he  has  been  mentioned  to  me  favourably  by 
my  worthy  friend,  Professor  Ogilvie,  of.  King's 
College,  Aberdeen." 
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Gen.  Washingnon's  Akswse. 

Philadelp-hin,   1st  May,  1792. 
My  Lord, 

"  I  (liould  have  had  the  honor  of  acknowledg- 
lag  fooner  that  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th 
of  June  laft,  had  I  not  concluded  to  defer  doing 
it  till  I  could  announce  to  you  the  tranfmiffion 
of  my  portrait,  which  hasjuil:  been  finifiied  by 
Mr.  Robertfon  (of  New-York)  who  has  alfo  un- 
dertaken to  forward  it.  The  manner  of  the  exe- 
cution of  it  does  no  difcredit,  I  am  told,  to 
the  artift,  of  whofe  {kill  favourable  mention 
has  been  made  to  me.  I  was  further  induced 
to  entruft  the  execution  of  it  to  Mr.  Rjbertfon, 
from  his  having  informed  me  that  he  had  drawa 
others  for  your  Lordiliip,  and  kne\^  the  h£.e 
which  heft  fuited  your  coUedlion. 

"  I  accept  with  fenfibility  and  with  fatisfac- 
tion,  the  fignificant  prefent  of  the  box  which  ac- 
companied your  Lordfhip's  letter. 

"  In  yielding  the  tribute  due  from  every  lo- 
ver of  mankind  to  the  patriotic  and  heroic  virtues 
Df  which  it  is  coramemoratire,  1  estimute,  as  I 
ought,  the  additional  value  whichit  derives  from 
the  hand  that  sent  it,  and  my  oblii^ations  for  the 
sentiments  that  induced  the  transfer. 

"  I  will,  however,  ask  that  you  will  exempt 
me  from  the  compliance  with  the  rer^est  relating 
to  its  eventual  desiinati-on. 
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"  In  an  attempt  to  execute  your  wish  in  l\m 
^  .rticvilar,  I  sliould  feel  embarrasment  from  a 
just  comparison  of  relative  pretentations,  and  fear 
to  risk  injustice  by  so  marked  a  preference. 

'r  With  sentiments  of  the  truest  esteem  and 
consideration,  I  remain  your  J^grdship's 
most  obedient  servant, 
EarlofBiichan.     '         '    G.  WASHINGTON. 

ExTRACTyro?w  Gen.   Washington's  Will. 

Item — To  the  Earl  of  Buchan  I  re-commit 
"  the  Box  m,ade  of  the  Oak  that  sheltered  the 
brave  Sir  vMlliam  Wallace  after  thebattle  of  Fal- 
kirk,'' presented  to  me  by  his  Lordship  in  terms 
too  ■flattering  for  me  to  repeat,  with'  a  request 
''  to  pass  it  on  the  event  of  my  decease,  to  the  man 
in  my  country  who  appeared  to  merit  it  best,  up^ 
on  the  same  conditions  that  have  induced  him  to 
send  it  to  me-T— Whetlipr  easy  or  not,  to  select 
(he  Man  who  might  comport  with  his  Lordship's 
opinicn  in  this  respect,  is  not  for  me  to  say  :  bu-t 
conct-ivijur  that  no  disposition  of  this  valuable  cu- 
riosity can  be  more  eligible  than  the  rercommit- 
meht  of  it  to  iiis  own  cabinet?  agreeably  to  the 
original  ('.esign  of  the  Goldsmiths'  Company  of 
Edlngi.iirgh,  who  presented  it  to  him,  and.  at' 
his  request  consented  that  it  should  be  transfer- 
red to  me— -I  do  give  and  bequeath  the  same  to 
his  Lordship  ;  and  incase  of  his  decease  to  his 
heir,  Vvith  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  distinguish- 
ed honour  of  presenting  it  to  me,  and  more  es- 
pecially for  the  favourable  sentiments  with  which* 
be  accompanied  it. 
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CHARACTER  OF  WASHINGTO>^ 
(By  a  Scotch  Traveller.) 

In  no  one  thing  has  the  world  been  so  much 
"deceived,  as  in  the  article  of  what  is  commonly 
called  Great  Men.  Most  of  them,  upon  a  near- 
er, and  closer  inspection,  have  been  found  to  be 
either  great  hypocrites,  or  great  robbers  :— Not 
so  the  man  whose  character  is  now  attempted  to 
be  delineated.— Whether  in  public  or  in  private, 
he  was  still  the  same  ;  and  in  that  humble,  but 
useful  and  honourable  employment,  a  Farmer, 
he  pointed  the  way  to  Fortune,  as,  in  his  public 
capaciiies,  he  had  pointed  the  way  to  Fame  ;  e- 
minently  proving,  in  his  own  person,  the  differ- 
ence between  system  of  method  and  oeconomy, 
and  a  course  of  idleness  and  dissipation. 

By  his  regular  and  economical  conduct,  Mr. 
Washington  became  one  of  the  extensive  and 
opulent  Farmers  on  the  continent.  He  had  a- 
bout  10,000  acres  of  land  attached  to  his  seat  of 
Mount  VernOD,  where  he  comfeined  theory  with 
practice,  and  by  successive  improvements,  ren- 
dered his  grounds  highly  productive.  Inclu- 
ding his  household  servants,  and  those  who  work- 
ed upon  the  farm,  he  daily  maintained  about  one 
thousand  persons,  all  of  whom  moved  and  acted 
according  to  the  rules  of  a  strict,  but  benificent 
system.  Like  a  well-regulated  clock,  the  whole 
machine  moved  in  perfect  time  and  order — The 
effects  were,  that  he  was  completely  indepen- 
dant,  and  died  possessed  of  a  great  property. — 
It  does  Bot  appear  that  Mr.  Washington's  educji- 
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tion  was  cither  classical  or  extensive  ;  a  know- 
ledge of  the  English  language,  with  a  portion  of 
geography  and  mathematics,  seem  to  have  heen 
the  whole  of  his  juvenile  improvements.  Altho' 
his  grammatical  instructions  could  not  be  very 
accurate,  he  notwithstanding,  attained,  by  dint 
of  study  and  observation,  a  proficiency  in  the  wri- 
ting of  English,  smooth,  uniform,  and  even  dig- 
nified— he  wrote  in  a  style  that  has  extorted  the 
appiobation  of  the  most  fastidious  critics.  He  is 
iri  eminent  proof,  that  a  man  may  become  an  a- 
ble  Ge-vieral  without  having  read  Csesar  in  the 
original,  and  an  able  politican  without  having 
studied  cither  the  Greek  or  Roman  authors. 

With  a  tall,  majestic  person,  and  a  manly 
countenance,  he  had  a  strong  but  well-governed 
mind— his  preceptions  were  not  quick,  but,  when 
once  he  did  take  a  position,  it  was  ganerally  Well 
chosen,  and  firmly  adhered  to — Neither  wit  nor 
vivacity  brightened  his  features  ;  it  was  a  face  of 
care,  of  thought,  and  of  caution  ;  all  was  calm- 
i*.es$  and  deliberation — Washington's  great  folate 
was  prudence,  or  discretion  ;  it  covered  him 
like  a  shield  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  it  was^ 
lais  sure  guide  in  the  day  of  prosperity  ;  by  this' 
single  taient,  he  acquired  all  his  wealth,  and  ob- 
tained all  his  celebrity. — Whilst  he  fulfiled  all 
the  relative  duties,  he  was  obedient  to  every  tem- 
perate rule,  and  every  mor:..l  principle ;  and  know- 
ing its  vast  importance  both  to  individual  and 
national  happhiess,  he  paid  a  proper  res^DCCt  to^ 
the  observances  of  Religion.  v 
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